
 

 

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD VIA ZOOM AND IN PERSON IN THE AUDITORIUM AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY APRIL 19, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Zak called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. This meeting was a hybrid meeting and open to the 

public via Zoom and in person. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Nelson, Zak, Kryshak, McDonald, Coleman. 

  Absent – None. 

 

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUARUM 

 
AGENDA  It was moved by Nelson and supported by Coleman to approve the agenda as 

presented.  

  

 A vote was then taken: AYES – McDonald, Zak, Nelson, Kryshak, Coleman; 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON 

AGENDA ITEMS None.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Coleman and supported by Kryshak that the items on the 

consent agenda be received and placed on file as amended.  

  

1. Approval of Minutes– City Council Regular Meeting – April 5, 2021. 

2. Approval of Minutes– City Council Special Meeting – April 2, 2021. 

 

A roll call vote was then taken: AYES – McDonald, Zak, Nelson, Kryshak, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Nelson that the claims in the amount 

of $6,666.42 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available.  

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 

GENERAL FUND 

ARAMARK 307.98 

C&M OIL COMPANY 135.98 

CITY OF BESSEMER GENERAL FUND 357.05 

CORE & MAIN LP 662.42 

FABICK CAT 94.88 

FORSLUND BUILDING SUPPLY INC 32.56 

GTC AUTO PARTS 747.09 

HAUTALA DISTRIBUTING CO, INC 36.00 

IRONWOOD DAILY GLOBE 523.75 

O’DEA NORDEEN BURINK & PICKENS, PC 2,265.50 

SAFETY-KLEEN CORP 259.00 

STEIGERS HOME CENTER 167.88 

THE COMPUTER DOCTORS 956.33 

U.P. OFFICE EQUIPMENT 120.00 

  

TOTAL GENERAL FUND $ 6,666.42 

 

 

  

 

 



 

TOTAL GENERAL FUND $ 6,004.00 

  

TOTAL WATER FUND $ 662.42 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCE It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Nelson to accept the email from Bob 

Abelman and place it on file. 

 

A vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, Coleman; 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Nelson to accept the email from Ray 

Brown and place it on file. 

 

A vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, Coleman; 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MASTER PLAN 

UPDATE Manager Loper presented an article titled “3 signs that your economic 

development needs a refresh”. 

 

 

METER CHARGES It was moved by Nelson and supported by Kryshak to accept Manager Loper’s 

recommended fee schedule for water meters effective January 1, 2022. 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY It was moved by Coleman and supported by Nelson to decline the request made 

by the Bessemer Historical Society to reduce their readiness to serve fee. 

 

A vote was then taken – AYES – Zak, Nelson, Coleman; NAYS – McDonald; 

ABSTAIN - Kryshak. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

DWSRF It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Nelson to set a public hearing for 

the Booker Funds DWSRF for June 7, 2021. 

 

A vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, Coleman; 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

SUMMER WORKERS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Kryshak to hire 4 summer works at 

$12.00 per hour. 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

SHERIFF CONTRACT 

RENEWAL It was moved by Nelson and supported by McDonald to approve the 3 year 

sheriff contract renewal and the $2,500 increase per year with the amended 

contract language that the sheriff will attend city meetings as necessary.  

 

A vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, Coleman; 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 



 

CEMETARY BID It was moved by Coleman and supported by Kryshak to accept Saari’s Lawn 

Service and Plowing’s bid for cemetery mowing & trimming at a cost of 

$1,740.06 per time for a 3-year contract.   

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

2021-2022 BUDGET It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Coleman to set a budget hearing for 

May 3, 2021. 

 

A vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, Coleman; 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

915 W LEAD It was moved by Zak and supported by Coleman to have Manager Loper reach 

out to city attorney Ray O’Dea with information on the property and to gather 

further information on actions we can take to enforce action on the condemned 

property. 

 

A vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, Coleman; 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

ISSUING A NEW  

CREDIT CARD It was moved by Kryshak and supported by McDonald for the city to obtain a 

new credit card with a limit of $10,000 and the option of cash back rewards, if 

available. 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

ACCOUNT SIGNERS It was moved by Zak and supported by Kryshak to make the City Manager, 

Charly Loper, the City Clerk/Treasurer, Jennifer Adams, and the City Secretary, 

Kelli Stutz, signers on the volunteer fire department bank account at the 

Gogebic County Federal Credit Union. 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

AMENDMENT #1 

LETTER OF CONDITIONS 

WATER It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Coleman to authorize the proper 

signatures and approve Amendment to Owner-Engineer Agreement Amendment 

No. 1 for the Water Project. 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

AMENDMENT #1 

LETTER OF CONDITIONS 

SEWER It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Coleman to authorize the proper 

signatures and approve Amendment to Owner-Engineer Agreement Amendment 

No. 1 for the Sewer Project. 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LETTER OF INTENT It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Coleman to authorize the proper 

signatures on the Letter of Intent to Meet Conditions of USDA. 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

WATER SYSTEM 

GRANT AGREEMENT It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Nelson to approve the Water System 

Grant Agreement in the amount of $10,390,000.00 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

WASTEWATER SYSTEM 

GRANT AGREEMENT It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Nelson to approve the Wastewater 

System Grant Agreement in the amount of $9,719,000.00 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

REPORTS It was moved by Coleman and supported by Nelson to approve the Manager’s 

and DPW reports and place them on file. 

 

A vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, Coleman; 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT None. 

 

CLOSED SESSION It was moved by Coleman and supported by Kryshak to go into closed session to 

consider the dismissal, suspension, or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or 

charges brought against, or to consider a periodic personnel evaluation of, a 

public office, employee, staff member, or individual agent.  

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, McDonald, 

Coleman; NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

   

RETURN TO OPEN  

SESSION     RESOLUTION NO. 2019-22 

 

Resolution of Censure and Request for Resignation 

Of Councilman Bill McDonald 

 

City of Bessemer 

County of Gogebic, State of Michigan 

 

Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, 

held on the 19th of April, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., prevailing Central Time. 

 

PRESENT:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

As a Council Member in the City of Bessemer, MI, the Members are held to a higher standard than a normal citizen 

and the Member’s behavior and eligibility are governed by the City Charter, City Council Rules of Order and G16 

Policy and Procedures. 

 

WHEREAS, Councilman McDonald has neglected his duty for attendance and participation at full council meetings 

and/or rushed for quick dismissal of council meetings so that he could go to various bar leagues, which were 

scheduled to begin during the council meeting. 



 

 

WHEREAS, Councilman McDonald chose to participate in a virtual council meeting from a bar and when the 

Council was moving to closed session requested the Mayor have the City Manager call him when open session 

resumed so that he could vote on any item even though he did not participate in the Closed Session. 

 

WHEREAS, Councilman McDonald has on multiple occasions failed to comply with Rules regarding Relations 

with Staff by creating a hostile work environment for City employees by demeaning, criticizing and arguing directly 

with employees rather than working with the City Manager. 

 

WHEREAS, Councilman McDonald has failed to show respect for the position and authority of the City Manager 

in meetings as well as in the general public. 

 

WHEREAS, Councilman McDonald continually uses vile/swearing language and yells during Council meetings 

and when talking to City employees. 

 

WHEREAS, Councilman McDonald pushed for in person meetings throughout the Covid Executive Order ban on 

in person meetings, when it came time to vote on returning to in person meetings, Councilman McDonald voted No, 

stating, “just to be different”. 

 

WHEREAS, Councilman McDonald during a discussion on rezoning two properties back to their prior zoning 

status, Councilman McDonald advised one property owner to get a lawyer and fight the zoning change the 

landowner had requested and further request a zoning status that is illegal under MI State Law. 

WHEREAS, Councilman McDonald on multiple occasions has not respected individuals (City employees and other 

citizens) right to be left alone while enjoying their personal time in a bar/restaurant. 

 

WHEREAS, Councilman McDonald has registered his vehicles in Minnesota, thereby avoiding Michigan vehicle 

registration fees and creating a Council eligibility issue. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  Councilman McDonald is Censured and Requested to Resign from the 

Bessemer City Council for his actions. 

 

The Bessemer City Council holds Councilman McDonald responsible for his conduct and failure to abide by the 

City Charter, City Council Rules of Order and G16 Policy and Procedures. 

 

AYES:   

 

NAYS:   

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

____________________________ 

Jennifer Adams 

City Clerk 

City of Bessemer 

 

 I hereby certify the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City Council of the 

City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held April 19, 2021, and that said 

meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the 

Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept 

and will be or have been made available as required by said Act 

 

____________________________ 

Jennifer Adams 

City Clerk 

City of Bessemer 

 

 

 



 

It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Coleman to approve resolution 

2019-22 Resolution of Censure and Request for Resignation of Councilman Bill 

McDonald. 

 

A roll call vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, Coleman; 

NAYS – McDonald. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

ADJOURN 7:06 p.m. It was moved by Nelson and supported by Coleman to adjourn. 

 

A vote was then taken – AYES – Kryshak, Zak, Nelson, Coleman, McDonald; 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

________________________                   _______________________________  

 Adam Zak, Mayor    Jennifer Adams, City Clerk  

 

 

 


