
A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the DDA meeting room on 

Wednesday, May 11th, 2022 at 5:30 PM 

Call to order at 5:30 PM 

Present: Zak, Meinke, Matonich, Swanson, Whitburn, Bromley 

Absent: Leskoviansky, Osier 

A quorum was present 

Zak made a motion to approve April’s minutes Whitburn seconded it. Roll call was taken. Yeses: 

Bromley, Matonich, Whitburn, Meinke. Noes: none. It passed unanimously. 

Board discussed the training materials 

The board discussed the finances. Meinke made a motion to approve finances Zak seconded it. 

There were no new Pop-Up Shops or Façade Assistance. 

Staff explained that the DDA cannot pay for expenses outside of the DDA district unless it is for 

marketing purposes. The DDA cannot pay for new concrete on all of US 2 because half or more 

of the road is not inside the district. She also explained that if the DDA wants to bond that it 

must be included in the plan.  

Samantha Dorr was recommended as new staff member and a contract between the City of 

Bessemer and the Bessemer DDA was shown. It was moved by Meinke to accept the contract 

and seconded by Zak. Yeses: Matonich, Bromley, Zak, Swanson, Meinke, Whitburn. Noes: 

none. It passed unanimously. 

Rules of Order were presented to the Board. Zak motioned to approve and was seconded by 

Meinke. Yeses: Whitburn, Meinke, Swanson, Bromley, Matonich, Zak Noes: none. It passed 

unanimously. 

A motion was made by Zak to authorize staff to purchase new street signs and poles up to 

$5,000.00 and was seconded by Meinke. Yeses: Matonich, Swanson, Meinke, Zak, Whitburn, 

Bromley. It passed unanimously.  



DDA discussed future planning. Swanson suggested putting plants on the highway and it was 

suggested that planters are used so they can be moved for winter. Staff will see if it is allowed 

by MDOT and costs. 

There was some public comment supporting planters and natural plants instead of concrete on 

US 2. There were also suggestions that the DDA use seasonal workers to help paint signs 

outside of the DDA district.  

Zak made a motion to adjourn at 5:59. Meinke seconded it. Roll call was taken. Yeses: Bromley, 

Whitburn, Meinke, Swanson, Matonich. Noes: none. It passed unanimously. 


