
A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the DDA meeting room on 

Tuesday, August 16th, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

Osier called to order at 6:00 PM 

Present: Leskoviansky, Zak, Meinke, Matonich, Swanson, Whitburn, Bromley, Osier 

Absent: None 

A quorum was present 

Zak made a motion to approve June’s minutes Matonich seconded it. Roll call was taken. 

Yeses: Bromley, Matonich, Whitburn, Osier, Swanson, Zak, Meinke, Leskoviansky. Noes: none. 

It passed unanimously. 

The board discussed the training materials. 

Board discussed the finances. Zak made a motion to approve finances Meinke seconded it. 

The board agreed to send a “Thank You” letter to volunteers who planted flowers. Authorized 

staff to reach out as to if they would do it again next year. Discussed expectations of summer 

workers as to watering and cleaning trash downtown. 

There were no new Pop-Up Shops or Façade Assistance. Bromley brought up marketing for the 

Façade Assistance program. It was recommended that staff send out fliers to building owners 

downtown. 

Staff updated the board on the purchase of street signs and wayfinding signs. 

Staff discussed Optimize Main Street Program. The board agreed that potential applicants 

should do a quick presentation on what they need the training and technology for and how they 

plan to utilize the grant at the next DDA meeting. Staff will inform interested businesses. 

The board discussed a proposition to put a welcome sign on the motorized trail. They thought it 

may be a good idea and may put it in the next DDA plan. No action was taken. 



The board discussed Ethnic Commons. They suggested a live camera to deter people from 

littering or leaving dog waste. Staff will look into prices and speak with Steve Hamilton to see if 

he would be interested in cost sharing in order to use the media as promotion of the area. 

Staff talked about the contract with Jake’s Excavating as to the current project.  

Staff informed the board that there are limited funds in the contract for placing trees. Zak made 

a motion to reach out to Foley Group as to tree recommendations. It was seconded by 

Matonich. Yeses: Meinke, Osier, Swanson, Whitburn, Matonich, Leskoviansky, Bromley, Zak 

Noes: none. It passed unanimously. 

Board was informed that the concrete removal on the south end of Sophie St between Sellar St 

and Colby St will be done by our DPW. The same contractor who put in the stamped concrete 

downtown will be available next spring or summer to do that area in order to match existing 

pattern downtown. 

Staff explained that planters and plants can be put between the curb and sidewalk on the 

Highway through town. The board was presented with some options as to what could be placed 

there. They discussed adding it to a new plan. No action was taken. 

The board discussed the schedule for the remainder of the year. No action was taken. 

The board discussed future planning. Zak said he believes the DDA should focus mainly on the 

Old Gamble’s building on Sophie St downtown. Secondly, he said action should be taken with 

the Bessemer Historical Society. Asked about an old plan to move Historical Society to City 

Hall. Staff will see if it is possible. The board tabled the discussion to be continued at the next 

meeting. 

Board was informed that Kwik Trip does plan on creating a pathway to Ethnic Commons from 

the motorized trail. Asked staff to find out what is being done with the east side pathway. 

There was no public comment. 

Zak made a motion to adjourn at 7:00. Whitburn seconded it. Roll call was taken. Yeses: 

Bromley, Whitburn, Osier, Swanson, Matonich, Zak, Meinke, Leskoviansky. Noes: none. It 

passed unanimously. 


