
A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the DDA meeting room on 

Wednesday, November 9th, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

Osier called to order at 6:00 PM 

Present: Swanson, Leskoviansky, Whitburn, Matonich, Swanson, Bromley, Osier 

Absent: Zak, Meinke 

A quorum was present 

Matonich made a motion to approve October’s minutes Leskoviansky seconded it. Roll call was 

taken. Yeses: Bromley, Osier, Swanson, Whitburn. Noes: none. It passed unanimously. 

The board discussed the training materials.  

Board discussed the finances.  

There were no new Pop-Up Shops or Façade Assistance. 

Chad Bucknell gave a brief presentation regarding the lots on Sophie and Sellar St across from 

Abelman Clothing. Bucknell expressed concern over parking for his tenants. He proposed 

buying, then building garages as well as some type of vendor or commercial space on the lots. 

The board discussed different options of vendor spaces or breaking up the lots to sell only a 

portion to Bucknell. Work would begin next summer if allowed. Osier asked Bucknell to bring in 

a sketch of what he proposes for building on the lot and how much land he will need to build on 

for the next meeting. 

The board discussed putting the camera at Ethnic Commons. There were multiple businesses 

that said they would work with DDA to put up a camera. Whitburn made a motion to select Mark 

Malmberg’s building that currently houses General Insurance Agency to place the camera 

Bromley seconded. Roll call was taken. Yeses: Osier, Bromley, Matonich, Whitburn, 

Leskoviansky, Swanson. Noes: none. It passed unanimously. 

Staff explained that boxouts for trees have extremely high pH and low drainage. Ron Zillmer, of 

Legacy Trees, recommended complete soil replacement before Spring planting. The board also 

expressed an interest at looking at shrubs as well as trees for in the tree grates.  



The board talked about planning for the downtown. Staff went over top three priorities found 

after discussing with board members individually. The first focus is the appearance of 

downtown, with a focus on blight and specifically the Old Gamble’s building. The second priority 

is supporting businesses both existing and new. The third priority is community. Staff presented 

the idea of working with an outside firm or consultant to create the development plan. Board 

expressed hesitancy and brought up how quickly everything is changing and that a plan might 

not include what they want 5 years down the road. The board asked staff to reach out to nearby 

communities to ask about their experience creating the plan and if they contracted with a firm or 

consultant. No action was taken. 

There was no public comment. 

Matonich made a motion to adjourn at 6:45. Whitburn seconded it. Roll call was taken. Yeses: 

Bromley, Osier, Swanson, Matonich, Leskoviansky, Whitburn. Noes: none. It passed 

unanimously. 


