A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the
City of Bessemer was held in the DDA meeting room on
Wednesday, December 14th, 2022 at 6:00 PM
Osier called to order at 6:00 PM

Present: Swanson, Swanson, Bromley, Osier, Zak, Meinke

Absent: Whitburn, Matonich

A quorum was present

Swanson made a motion to approve November’s minutes Meinke seconded it.
The board discussed the training materials.

Board discussed the finances.

There were no new Pop-Up Shops or Fagade Assistance.

Chad Bucknell was not present to go into detail of his proposal for the lot on Sellar. The board
reviewed the photo diagram he submitted. The main concern that was discussed was the
portion of land that cannot be sold until an error in the legal description is resolved. Osier
suggested the board talk with Chad to see if he would be interested in buying a portion of the
land avoiding the part that needs to have the error resolved.

The board was informed that to resolve the issue with the missing parcel it will be expensive.
Zachary Meyer with Varnum Law suggested a quiet title action to be able to include the portion
of land with the surrounding parcels that are owned by the City. His cost estimate was around
$10,000 if there is no contest. The board discussed passing the cost along to the prospective
buyer or avoiding that land all together. No action was taken.

The board discussed putting the camera at the General Insurance Agency on Mary St. A
contract was presented that was edited by Mark Malmberg, the owner of GIA. It was suggested
that the placement be determined by a recommendation from the technician installing it. Zak
made a motion to move forward with the edited contract and was seconded by Bromley. The

motion passed unanimously.



The board talked about working with a consultant to create a new Downtown Development and
TIF Plan. Staff explained that there are opportunities to receive funding from MEDC for being a
RRC certified community. Staff will finish RRC training and reapply for the Technical Assistance
grant and bring back a Request for Proposals to the next meeting for review. No action was
taken.

The board looked at the 2023 meeting schedule. Zak motioned to accept the schedule as is and

was seconded by Meinke. It passed unanimously.

There was no public comment. Zak mentioned reviewing rules of order for meeting to ensure all

laws are being followed properly.

Zak made a motion to adjourn at 6:45. Meinke seconded it. It passed unanimously.



