
A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the DDA meeting room on 

Wednesday, April 12th, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

 

Zak called to order at 6:15 PM 

Present: Bromley, Stevens, Zak, Meinke, Swanson 

Absent: Whitburn, Matonich, Osier 

A quorum was present. 

It was moved by Meinke and supported by Bromley to approve the agenda as presented. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

Meinke made a motion to approve March’s minutes Zak seconded it. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

The board discussed illustrating development.   

The board discussed finances. No formal action was taken. 

Staff presented the proposed DDA budget for the next year. Zak made a comment about 

looking into and updating the 5 year plan for spending. Zak made a motion to accept the 

proposed budget, Meinke seconded it. Roll call was then taken. Ayes – Meinke, Bromley, 

Stevens, Zak, Swanson; Nays – none; Absent – Whitburn, Osier, Matonich. The motion passed. 

There were no new Pop-Up Shops or Façade Assistance. 

Staff informed the board of the Optimize Main Street Grant opportunity. They discussed 

potential applicants and where it could be posted or advertised. No formal action was taken. 

The board was informed that businesses on Mary St and Kwik Trip would not upgrade their 

internet services to provide an IP address for the Ethnic Commons camera. The board 

recommended exploring other options including sending Wi-Fi down from City Hall with an 

antenna, setting up a new internet service, or setting up two cameras to view both the park and 



Sophie St. Staff was directed to explore options and bring to the next meeting. No formal action 

was taken. 

The board discussed flowers downtown. Zak made a motion to authorize Samantha or volunteer 

Barb S to buy a planter for the time capsule by City Hall for an amount under $500, Meinke 

seconded. Roll call was then taken. Ayes – Meinke, Stevens, Bromley, Swanson, Zak; Nays – 

none; Absent – Osier, Matonich, Whitburn. The motion passed. 

The board was updated on the status of hanging banners on the highway. 

Staff updated the board on the status of tree planting this Spring. There are 11 spaces where 

the tree grates will be, and four trees that are already in there. It was determined that staff will 

present recommendations from an arborist at the next meeting for planting trees. No formal 

action was taken. 

Creating a downtown Bessemer Facebook page for marketing and advertising was discussed. 

Bromley moved that staff create a sample Facebook page using the “Be Bessemer” brand and 

bring to the next meeting for review, Zak seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

The board was notified of a Bridge Builders Microgrant from Michigan Municipal League. Artists, 

mural locations, and mural designs were discussed. Meinke made a motion to move forward 

and apply to the Microgrant for a mural, Swanson seconded. Roll call was then taken. Ayes – 

Bromley, Zak, Stevens, Swanson, Meinke; Nays – none; Absent – Matonich, Whitburn, Osier. 

The motion passed.  

There was no public comment.  

Zak made a motion to adjourn at 7:20, Meinke seconded. It passed unanimously. 


