
 

 

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  
WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, June 12th, 2023 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present – Kryshak, Tirpik, Coleman, Nelson 
  Absent – Zak 
 
 
THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUARUM 
 
AGENDA  
 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Tirpik to approve the agenda as 

presented. 
  
 A vote was then taken AYES – Nelson, Tirpik, Coleman, Kryshak, NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS   
 
1.) ZONING AMENDMENT It was moved by Kryshak to open the Public Hearing # 1 regarding the 

zoning amendment-Self Storage in C2 and CE. There was no public comment. 
                                                         It was moved by Nelson and supported by Kryshak to close public hearing #1.  
   
2.) TRUTH IN TAXATION It was moved by Kryshak to open Public # 2 regarding Truth in Taxation. 
     There was no public comment. It was moved by Nelson and supported by  
    Kryshak to close Public Hearing #2.    
  
CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Nelson and supported by Kryshak to approve the Consent 

Agenda as presented and place on file.  
  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting – May 22nd, 2023 
2. Approval of Minutes – City Council Closed Session – May 22nd, 2023 
3. Approval of Minutes – City Council Special Meeting – May 25th, 2023 
 
A vote was then taken: AYES – Tirpik, Coleman, Kryshak, Nelson; NAYS – 
None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

DOCUMENTS AND  
CORRESONDENCE A letter of resignation was received by Kady Meinke from the Downtown 

Development Authority. The Council expressed their regret in her resignation 
and thanked Kady for her time. 

  
 It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Tirpik to accept the resignation and 

place it on file.  
  
 A vote was then taken AYES – Nelson, Tirpik, Coleman, Kryshak, NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
  
CLAIMS It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Tirpik that the claims in the amount 

of $28,623.52 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 
authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available.  

 
The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 



 

 

GENERAL FUND 
44 NORTH 264.26 
ARAMARK 340.74 
BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS 861.50 
BARB JOHNSON 369.25 
BESSEMER SMALL ENGINE 24.64 
C & M OIL COMPANY 
CARL GREGAS 

1849.76 
215.18 

CITY OF BESSEMER WATER UTILITY 513.67 
FRANKLIN SALES & SERVICE 274.62 
G T C AUTO PARTS INC 274.78 
HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT GROUP 1974.43 
HD SUPPLY WATEREWORKS, LTD    151.62 
IRONWOOD DAILY GLOBE 
JFTCO, INC. 
MINNESOTA HOIST INSPECTION, INC.  

874.00 
119.95 
394.65 

MML WORKERS COMP FUND 
OREILLY AUTOMOTIVE INC.  
QUILL CORPORATION 
RAPID GRAFIKS 
STEIGERS HOME CENTER 
SUPERIORLAND LIBRARY COOPERATIVE 
THE COMPUTER DOCTORS 
THE OFFICE PLANNING GROUP, INC. 
TOUCH OF GRAY INTERIORS 
TOUCH OF GRAY INTERIORS 
VARNUM ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
ZARNOTH BRUSH WORKS INC  

6736.00 
346.81 
316.97 
15.00 

715.49 
468.66 

1633.24 
176.80 
60.00 
60.00 

8285.50 
1306.00 

 
   
TOTAL  $ 28,623.52 

 
A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Kryshak, Nelson, Tirpik, Coleman: NAYS – 
None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

ALLEY ABANDONMENT  
BY CINNABAR It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Nelson to accept the Alley 

Abandonment request as we have the required letter from Excel Energy stating 
they do not have any utilities in that area, and to set a Public Hearing for the 1st 
meeting in July to notify the public.  

  
 A vote was then taken: AYES – Nelson, Tirpik, Coleman, Kryshak; NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

TRUTH IN TAXATION  It was moved by Kryshak and supported by Nelson to make a motion to adopt 
the millage rate requests as stated in the Truth in Taxation hearing, and set them 
as follows for July 1st: 

 
 General Operation Millage –17.2765 
 Library Millage – .9954  
 Total Millage – 18.2719 
  
 A vote was then taken: AYES – Nelson, Tirpik, Coleman, Kryshak; NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 
  
ORDINANCE 384 FRANCHISE 



 

 

AGREEMENT It was moved by Tirpik and supported by Kryshak to approve Ordinance 384, a 
new 20-year franchise agreement with Xcel Energy.     

  
A roll call vote was then taken: AYES – Nelson, Kryshak, Tirpik, Coleman; 
NAYS – None. ABSENT – Zak.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

ORDINANCE NO 384  
FRANCHISE  ORDINANCE 

 
A franchise granting to Northern States Power Company, a Wisconsin Corporation and 

wholly-owned subsidiary of Xcel Energy Inc., its successors and assigns, the right to acquire, 

construct, maintain and operate in the highways, streets, alleys, bridges and public places in the City 

of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, and its successors, a system for the purposes of 

operating, repairing and maintaining the necessary gas pipes, mains and appurtenances for the  

transmission and distribution of gas, and to transact a local business in the City of Bessemer and for 

the transmission and distribution of gas within, through or across said City of Bessemer. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Bessemer, County of 

Gogebic, State of Michigan, and it is hereby ordained by authority of the same that: 

Section I. 

Northern States Power Company, a Wisconsin Corporation, hereinafter called the 

“Grantee”, is hereby granted the right, privilege, franchise and authority to acquire, construct, 

operate and maintain in, above, under, across and along the highways, streets, alleys, bridges and 

other public places (as the same now exist or may hereafter be laid out) of the City of Bessemer, 

County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, mains, pipes, appliances and appurtenances (“Gas 

Facilities”), for the distribution and transmission of gas energy by means of  underground pipes for 

the purpose of supplying gas energy to public and private consumers in said City and beyond the 

limits thereof for any purpose or purposes for which gas energy is now or may hereafter be used and 

said Grantee is hereby granted a franchise to transact a local public utility business in said City. 



 

 

The rights, privileges and franchise hereby granted shall be in force and effect for a period of 

20 years beginning on the effective date on which it is granted. 

Section II. 

 Whenever said Grantee shall begin the installation, maintenance or repair of any Gas  
Facilities, it shall diligently prosecute the work to completion and shall leave the highways, streets,  
alleys and public places where such work is done in as good condition of repair as before such work 
 was commenced, but the City hereby waives any requirement for Grantee to post a  
construction performance bond, certificate of insurance, letter of credit or any other form of  
security or assurance that may be required, under a separate existing or future ordinance of the  
City, of a person or entity obtaining the City’s permission to install, replace or maintain  
facilities in a highway, street, alley or public place in the performance of any such work the Grantee  
shall not unnecessarily obstruct the highways, streets, alleys or other public places but it may use the  
same in such manner as may be necessary in the performance of such work.  The right of the  
City to the reasonable control of its highways, streets, alleys, bridges and public places is  
specifically reserved to the City.  Grantee may abandon underground gas facilities in place, 
 provided, at City’s request, Grantee will remove abandoned metal pipe interfering with a  
City improvement project, but only to the extent such metal pipe is uncovered by excavation 
 as part of the City’s improvement project. 
Section III. 

If the said Grantee shall permit its Gas Facilities to be and remain in an unnecessarily 

dangerous condition and shall not rectify or remove said conditions upon notice of the City Council 

so to do, within a reasonable time after receipt of such notice, the City Council may take such steps 

as may be necessary to rectify or remove any such dangerous conditions and the said Grantee shall 

reimburse the said City for the expenditures necessarily incurred for that purpose. 

Section IV. 
 

The City must give Grantee reasonable notice of plans for improvements to 

highways, streets, alleys, bridges and other public places where the City has reason to 

believe that the Facilities may affect or be affected by the improvement. The notice 

must contain: (i) the nature and character of the improvements; (ii) the highways, 

streets, alleys, bridges and other public places upon which the improvements are to be 

made; (iii) the extent of the improvements; (iv) the time when the City will start the 



 

 

work; and (v) if more than one highway, street, alley, bridge or and other public place 

is involved, the order in which the work is to proceed. The notice must be given to 

Grantee a sufficient length of time in advance of the actual commencement of the 

work to permit Grantee to make any necessary additions, alterations or repairs to its 

Facilities. The City shall give Grantee reasonable no tice of a proposed vacation of any 

highway, street, alley, bridge and other public place in which Grantee's Facilities are 

located. 

Section V. 
 

Grantee shall hold the City harmless from any and all claims and demands for 

damages on account of injury to persons and damage to property arising from the 

negligence of the Grantee, its agents or employees in the erection, operation, 

maintenance and repair of  said  pipes, appliances and appurtenances.  To  protect  and  

indemnify  the  said  City  against any and all damage or liability arising as a result of  

the negligence  of  the  Grantee  and  to implement the above covenants, Grantee  agrees  

that it  will defend  in  the  name of  the City  any action or suit in equity so arising and 

the City agrees to  furnish  promptly to  the  Grantee  certified  copies of all claims, 

notices of suit, or other legal proceedings for which it seeks to be held harmless  under 

this Section. 

 

Section VI. 



 

 

If Grantee desires to accept the provisions of this franchise, it shall, within ninety (90) days 

from and after the passage thereof file with the Clerk of said City of Bessemer, its formal acceptance 

thereof in writing, assenting to and agreeing to the provisions and restrictions herein contained. 

 

 

Section VII. 

The provisions of this franchise apply only to Gas Facilities constructed in accordance with a 

franchise from the City and shall not be construed to waive or modify any rights obtained by 

Grantee for installations within a Grantee right-of-way acquired by easement or prescriptive right, or 

Grantee's rights under state or county permit. 

Section VIII. 

Every section, provision, or part of this Ordinance is declared separate from every other 

section, provision, or part and if any section, provision, or part shall be held invalid, it shall not 

affect any other section, provision, or part.  Where a provision of any other City ordinance conflicts 

with the provisions of this Ordinance, the provisions of this Ordinance shall prevail. 

Section IX. 

This Ordinance constitutes a franchise agreement between the City and Grantee as the only 

parties, and no provision of this franchise shall in any way inure to the benefit of any third person 

(including the public at large) so as to constitute any such person as a third party beneficiary of the 

agreement or of any one or more of the terms hereof, or otherwise give rise to any cause of action in 

any person not a party hereto. 

Section X. 

Whenever in this franchise reference is made to the City or to the Grantee, it shall be 

deemed to include their respective successors or assigns and all rights, privileges and obligations of 



 

 

said City or of said Grantee, shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the respective 

successors or assigns of said City, or of said Grantee, whether so expressed or not. 

 

 

 

Section XI.  

This franchise shall take effect and be in force upon its passage and approval in the manner 

provided by law. 

 
 Passed this ______ day of ____________, ________. 
 
 
In the presence of: 
 
 
_______________________________ __________________________________________ 
Witness     Bessemer Mayor 
 
 
 
_______________________________ __________________________________________ 
Witness     Bessemer City Clerk 
 
 
Accepted this ____ day of ________________, __________. 
 
 
In the presence of:    NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY 
 
 
 
________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Witness     President 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________________________ 

Witness     Asst. Corporate 
Secretary 
 



 

 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY APPLICATION A recommendation was made by Coleman to accept the application by Mark 

Serwe to the Downtown Development Authority. It was moved by Kryshak and 
supported by Nelson.  

  
 A vote was then taken: AYES – Nelson, Tirpik, Coleman, Kryshak; NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

ORDINANCE 385 ZONING 
AMENDMENT A motion was made by Kryshak and supported by Tirpik to approve Ordinance 

385 Zoning Amendment to allow a self-storage facility in the C2 and CE 
districts per recommendation of the Planning Commission. 

  
 A vote was then taken:  AYES – Tirpik, Coleman, Kryshak, Nelson; NAYS – 

None.  ABSENT – Zak.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 385 

ZONING AMENDMENT 

An ordinance to amend the Bessemer Zoning Code to allow Self-Storage as a 

Permitted Use with Conditions in CE and C2 Districts 

Amend the following sections of the Zoning Ordinance: 
 
Section 9.1-HH   
Table 4.1 Warehousing and Wholesale Trade Establishments  
 
Amend Section 9.1-HH as follows: 
HH Warehousing: Mini-warehouses, and rental storage units as well as warehousing for 
businesses primarily engaged in selling merchandise to retailers permitted with conditions in the 
M-1 District must meet the following requirements: 

1. Mini-warehousing storage sites shall be no less than one (1) acre, and all other 
warehousing shall be no less than two (2) acres unless there is outdoor storage of boats or 
other recreational vehicles in which case the minimum lot size shall be five (5) acres, 
accessible by a year-round public maintained road.  

2. Drives, between buildings, shall be a minimum width of thirty-five (35) feet if one-way 
with parking allowed, or forty-five (45) feet if two-way. Where no parking is allowed, the 
building separation need be only twenty-five (25) feet. Traffic direction and parking shall 
be prominently indicated. 

3. No retail, wholesale, fabrication, manufacturing or service activities shall be conducted in 
mini-warehousing storage units. Storage of goods shall be limited to personal property 
with no commercial distribution allowed. 

4. All storage shall be within an enclosed building except for boats and vehicles which will 
be screened according to Section 5.6. 

5. When adjoining a Residential District or use, adequate buffering, either by a wall, fence, 
berm or dense vegetation strip shall be erected and maintained per the requirements of 
Section 5.6. A twenty (20’) foot landscaped strip shall be required adjacent to any public 
road. 



 

 

6. Lighting shall be down-shining and shielded from adjacent properties and roadways per 
the requirements of Section 5.11.C. 

7. Signage shall be as required by Section 5.7. 
8. The outdoor storage of trash or rubbish shall be screened in accordance with Section 

5.6.F. 
9. No storage of hazardous substances, toxic, or explosive materials shall be permitted at the 

facility.  

 
 
 
Amend Table 4.1 as follows: 

Table 4-1, Use Matrix-pg 9 

Industrial & Warehousing Uses, continued 

Manufacturing Establishments 
Districts 

CE R1 R2 C1 C2 M1 M2

Manufacturing and production firms are involved in the manufacturing, processing, fabrication, packaging, 
or assembly of goods. Natural, manmade, raw, secondary, or partially completed materials may be used. 
Products may be finished or semifinished and are generally made for the wholesale market, for transfer to 
other plants, or to order for firms or consumers. Goods are generally not displayed or sold on site, but if 
so, they are a subordinate part of sales. Relatively few customers come to the manufacturing site. 
Light: Creameries; bottling works; bakery goods; candy; food products; ice 
making; commercial greenhouses and nurseries; taxidermists; printing, 
publishing and engraving shops; automotive products; vehicle and 
machinery assembly; fabricated metal products; forming and molding plastic 
products; cosmetics; pharmaceuticals; toiletries; hardware and cutlery; tool, 
die, gauge and machine shops; processing of machine parts; musical 
instruments; toys; novelties; metal or rubber stamps; molded rubber 
products; monument and art stone production; industrial laundry 
operations; furniture and related wood products processing facility; 
assembly of electrical appliances, electronic instruments and devices; radios 
and phonographs. 

-- -- -- -- P P P 

Heavy: Wood products manufacture involving extensive use of glues and 
other chemicals, such as sheet boards and chip boards; drop forging; heavy 
stamping; punch pressing; heat treating, plating, hammering; or other similar 
activities; automobile, truck, farm or other large equipment assembly; 
manufacture of metallurgical products; and heavy machinery fabrication; dry 
bulk blending plant or handling of liquid nitrogen fertilizer and/or anhydrous 
ammonia. 

-- -- -- -- -- -- P 

Warehousing and Wholesale Trade Establishments 
Districts 

CE R1 R2 C1 C2 M1 M2

A structure containing separate, individual, and private storage spaces of varying sizes leased or rented on 
individual leases for varying periods of time to persons and businesses. Establishments or places of 
business primarily engaged in selling merchandise to retailers; to industrial, commercial, institutional, or 
professional business users; to other wholesalers; or acting as agents or brokers and buying merchandise 
for, or selling merchandise to, such individuals or companies. There is little on-site sales activity with the 
customer present. Accessory uses may include offices, truck fleet parking, fueling and maintenance.  
Self-service storage facilities, also known as: mini-warehouses, and rental 
storage units.  C -- -- -- C C P 



 

 

Warehousing, storage or transfer buildings, excluding the storage of 
flammable liquids. Truck, rail or air freight terminals; bus barns; cold 
storage facilities; parcel services, fertilizer sales, seed sales; lumber 
companies selling at wholesale; stockpiling of sand, gravel or other 
aggregate materials.  

-- -- -- -- -- P P 

Note: P = Use permitted by Right, C = Use permitted by right with conditions, S = Special Use. 
 
 
 
Ordained and Enacted into an Ordinance at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Bessemer this __________ day of _________, 2023 
 
First Reading: _____________________ 
Public Hearing: _____ __________________ 
Second Reading: ______________________ 
Published:  ___________________________ 
ATTEST:  
_____________________________________ 
Kristie Peterson, City Clerk      
 
 
 
        
   
REPORTS Jenny reported that Jakes will be starting work tomorrow, June 13th on N. 

Moore, that it will be a total shut-down, and that they are hoping to have it 
graveled and passable by July 4th.  It was moved by Nelson and supported by 
Tirpik to approve the City Manager’s Report and the DPW Report and place 
them on file.   

 
 A roll call vote was then taken: AYES – Nelson, Tirpik, Coleman, Kryshak; 

NAYS – None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 
   
PUBLIC COMMENT Council Members voiced their concerns regarding the short-notice given by 

Jakes regarding the closure of N. Moore, and their hopes that it needs to be 
passable by July 4th. A Citizen attending also asked for a copy of the DPW 
Reports, and where he could access them online.  

 
CLOSED SESSION It was moved by Nelson and supported by Tirpik to go into closed session at 

6:18 p.m. for discussion regarding the Leadman applicants.  
  
 A vote was then taken:  AYES – Coleman, Tirpik, Nelson, Kryshak; NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
RETURN TO SESSION A motion was made by Nelson and supported by Tirpik return to open session at 

6:35 p.m. 
 

A vote was then taken:  AYES – Coleman, Tirpik, Nelson, Kryshak; NAYS – 
None. ABSENT – Zak.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 

ADJOURN 7:45 p.m. It was moved by Nelson and supported by Tirpik to adjourn. 
 



 

 

A vote was taken: AYES – Tirpik, Nelson, Coleman, Kryshak; NAYS – None. 
ABSENT – Zak.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
________________________                   _______________________________  

 Adam Zak, Mayor    Kristie Peterson, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 


