
A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the DDA meeting room on 

Wednesday, October 11th, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

 

Osier called to order at 6:00 PM 

Present: Serwe, Stevens, Osier, Matonich, Swanson, Bromley 

Absent: Whitburn, Zak 

A quorum was present. 

Item 7) Staffing was added under business items. It was moved by Matonich and supported by 

Serwe to approve the agenda as amended. The motion passed unanimously.  

Stevens made a motion to approve September’s minutes and Swanson seconded it. A roll call 

vote was then taken. Ayes – Serwe, Matonich, Bromley, Stevens, Swanson, Osier; Noes – 

none. The motion passed. 

The board discussed the training article. They brainstormed ideas of how the lot could be 

renovated after the Gamble’s building is demolished. No formal action was taken. 

The board discussed finances. No formal action was taken. 

There were no new Pop-Up Shops. 

There were no new Façade Assistance applications.  

The board discussed Christmas lights downtown. It was moved by Serwe and supported by 

Matonich to purchase 15 solar lights for the trees downtown. A roll call vote was then taken. 

Ayes – Matonich, Swanson, Serwe, Stevens, Bromley, Osier; Noes – none. The motion passed. 

The board viewed the “Welcome to Bessemer – Our Past Creates Our Future” mural. It was 

moved by Matonich and supported by Swanson to accept the mural as presented and pay the 

artist and contractor after the mural is hung. A roll call vote was then taken. Ayes – Osier, 

Stevens, Serwe, Bromley, Matonich, Swanson; Noes – none. The motion passed. 



The board was informed by staff that they may have to stop working with the DDA as they move 

into a new position. The board expressed their desire to keep staff if possible. No formal action 

was taken.   

Serwe made a public comment that Richard Steiger has staked out the lot across from 

Ableman’s and that he is asking for assistance with paying for water and sewer connections if 

they build.  

Swanson made a motion to adjourn at 6:55, Bromley seconded. It passed unanimously. 


