
AN ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL  

FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH, 2023 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Clerk Lake called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  This meeting was open to the public in person. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich. 

  Absent—None. 

 

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 
SWEARING IN  Clerk Lake performed the swearing in of the newly elected Council Members. 

 

ELECTION OF MAYOR It was moved by Movrich and supported by Nelson to nominate Peter Tacconelli 

as Mayor.  It was asked if there were any more nominations.  It was moved by 

Serwe to nominate Adam Zak as Mayor with no support. 

  

 A roll call vote was then taken for Peter Tacconelli for Mayor:  AYES—Nelson, 

Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich, Zak.  NAYS—None.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 Clerk Lake turned the meeting over to the newly elected Mayor. 

 

 

ELECTION OF MAYOR 

PRO-TEM It was moved by Nelson and supported by Tacconelli, to nominate Mark Movrich 

as Mayor Pro-Tem. 

 

 A roll call vote was then taken for Mark Movrich as Mayor Pro-Tem. 

 AYES—Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson.  NAYS—None.  

 MOTION CARRIED. 

  

 

ADOPTION OF RULES 

OF CONDUCT 

RESOLUTION 2023-01 It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to adopt the Rules of Conduct, 

Resolution 2023-01 as presented.  

 

   A roll call vote was then taken:  AYES—Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson,  

   Tacconelli.  NAYS—None.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

DEPOSITORIES It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve Gogebic Range 

Bank, First National Bank of Wakefield, Flagstar Bank N.A., Gogebic County 

Federal Credit Union, and Incredible Bank, as depositories for the City of 

Bessemer.  

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe. 

NAYS – None.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

NEWSPAPERS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to designate the Ironwood Daily 

Globe and Wakefield News/Bessemer Pick & Axe as the Newspapers where the 

City is to post announcements and notices, along with Facebook as the Social 

Media outlet to also post announcements and notices.  

   

    A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich.   

NAYS – None.  MOTION CARRIED. 



 

MEETING DATES            It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to approve the meeting schedule 

as presented, with the exception of the December 26th, 2023 meeting, which will 

be removed from the schedule.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

ATTORNEY It was moved by Zak, supported by Serwe, to appoint O’dea, Nordeen, and 

Pickens, P.C., Varnum LLP, and Miller Canfield, as the attorneys, unless they 

have objections or price increases, then the matter would be brought back to the 

council. 

  

 A roll call vote was taken:  AYES—Serwe, Zak.  NAYS—Tacconelli, Movrich, 

Nelson.  MOTION FAILED. 

  

 It was then moved by Nelson and supported by Tacconelli, that O’dea, Nordeen, 

and Pickens, P.C., Varnum LLP, and Miller Canfield, be appointed as the 

attorneys for the City until the next regular meeting on November 27th, where 

the rates will then be considered further. 

 

 A roll call vote was then taken:  AYES—Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson, 

Tacconelli.  NAYS—None.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

COMMISSIONS It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to appoint Serwe as 

representative and Movrich as alternate for the DDA.  MOTION CARRIED. 

  

 It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to appoint Tacconelli as the 

representative and Serwe as the alternate for the Planning Commission. 

 MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to appoint Zak as the 

representative and Tacconelli as the alternate for the Parks and Rec Committee. 

 MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to appoint Tacconelli as 

representative and Zak as the alternate for the Bessemer Area Sewer Authority. 

 MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to appoint Nelson as 

representative and Movrich as alternate to the Gogebic Range Solid Waste 

Management Authority.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Tacconelli, to appoint Tacconelli as 

representative and Movrich as alternate to the Gogebic Range Water Authority. 

 MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Tacconelli, to appoint Movrich as 

representative and Serwe as alternate to the Michigan Western Gateway Trail 

Authority.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to appoint Zak and Movrich to 

the Executive Committee.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

ENGINEERS It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to appoint C2AE as the City 

Engineer’s for Sewer and Water work. 

 



 A roll call vote was then taken:  AYES—Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe, 

Movrich.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Sheriff Solberg gave congratulations to the newly elected council members and 

looks forward to working with the new council. 

 

 Andy Hill from the WNBPA thanked the council members for appointing 

WNBPA as a newspaper of record for City business. 

 

ADJOURN 6:47 P.M. It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to adjourn.   

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

________________________                   _______________________________  

     Peter Tacconelli, Mayor         Mandy Lake, City Clerk 


