
City of Bessemer 

Regular Planning Commission 

Minutes 

December 5, 2023, at 6:00 pm 

City Hall 

1. Call to Order – Call to order was made at 6:01 pm 

2. Roll Call – Babbitt, Beninghaus, Fabbri, Palmateer, Tacconelli (Serwe if absent) 

a. Commissioner Babbitt, Commissioner Palmateer, and Mayor Tacconelli were 

present. 

b. Motion to excuse Commissioner Beninghaus and Commissioner Fabbri from the 

meeting was made by Mayor Tacconelli. Seconded by Commissioner Babbitt. 

Motion carried. 

3. Approval of Agenda – Agenda was approved. 

4. Approval of Minutes – June 6, 2023: Minutes for June 6, 2023, were approved. 

5. Old Business – No old business to discuss. 

6. New Business 

a. Introductions 

i. Chris Frazer, the City of Bessemer’s new City Manager introduced 

himself to the Planning Commission and stated how welcoming and 

inviting the Bessemer community has been to him. 

ii. Mayor Tacconelli introduced himself as the new mayor and stated how 

excited he his to be Bessemer’s new mayor. 

iii. Commissioner Babbitt introduced himself to the City Manager and Mayor 

Tacconelli and explained his ties to the community and his interest in why 

he volunteers sitting on the Planning Commission. 

iv. Commissioner Palmateer introduced herself and stated she is retired after 

working for the University of Wisconsin and joined the Planning 

Commission because she cares about the City of Bessemer and wants to 

improve the city. 

b. Approval of Zoning Use Variance Application – 100 Gold St. 

i. Ben Hall, the owner of the parcel at 100 Gold Street explained to the 

Planning Commission his vision to build a new garage at 100 Gold St. Mr. 

Hall stated the parcel is 40 feet by 100 feet and the current garage on the 

parcel is non-compliant. A non-compliant building cannot be altered. So, 

he would like to build a new garage that is compliant with the city’s 

zoning ordinances. 

ii.  Commissioner Palmateer mentioned her concern for the size of the 

garage. She stated that when she got approval to build her garage, it 

needed to be approved by the Bessemer City Council due to the size of the 

garage (she built the largest garage the city would allow). She also stated 



that after she got approval from the City Council, there was a public 

hearing that was held for her neighbors to voice questions or concerns 

about her garage. However, her neighbors had no issues with her garage, 

and it was approved.  

iii. Commissioner Babbitt asked how big the new proposed garage would be. 

Mr. Hall replied to Commissioner Babbitt it would be 38 feet by 28 feet. 

Commissioner Babbitt mentioned his concern about the garage sitting on 

setbacks. Commissioner Palmateer stated she is otherwise happy that 

someone who lives in the community is taking action to make 

improvements in the community to make the community look better. 

Commissioner Palmateer also asked Mr. Hall if he can get letters of 

support from his neighbors who are affected by the new garage before the 

next City Council meeting on December 11th, then there will be no need 

for a public hearing by the Planning Commission. 

iv. Motion was made by Commissioner Palmateer to move the zoning 

variance at 100 Gold St. to the City Council to discuss a potential public 

hearing. Motion seconded by Commissioner Babbitt. Motion carried. 

7. Public Comment 

a. Opened at 6:26 pm. 

b. Closed at 6:26 pm. 

8. Adjourn 

a. Motion made by Palmateer; seconded by Babbitt. 

b. Motion passed. 

 

The next Planning Commission meeting will be held on January 2, 2024, at 6:00 pm.  


