City of Bessemer
Regular Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting
February 1, 2024, at 6:00 pm
City Hall

1. Call to Order — 6:00 pm
2. Roll Call — Jacovich, Longhini, Maki, Zak (Tacconelli if absent): Everyone was present.
3. Approval of Agenda
a. Motion by Maki; Seconded by Jacovich. Motion carried.
4. Approval of Minutes — January 4, 2023
a. Motion by Maki; Seconded by Jacovich. Motion carried.
5. Old Business
a. Do Parks & Recreation Committee members have to be residents of the City of
Bessemer?
i. Mr. Frazer the City Manager explained to the Commission that under
Ordinance 343 (the ordinance that established the Parks and Recreation
Commission) members of the Commission must be residents of the City of
Bessemer.
ii. Discussion was brought about allowing for residents outside of the city
limits to be a part of the Commission.
iii. The Commission asked Mr. Frazer instead to notify the public of the
Commission’s seat opening to garner interest.
6. New Business
a. Tennis Courts & Pickleball Courts at Bluff Valley Park.
1. Mr. Frazer explained this concept that has been brought to his attention.
He also provided pictures of the area currently being used at Bluft Valley
Park.
i1. The Commission discussed the potential of having dual-use tennis courts
and pickleball courts at Bluff Valley Park.
1ii.  Further discussion was tabled until Mr. Frazer can get estimates for rubber
material on the pickleball court and determine how often the skate park
equipment is used; Seconded by Jacovich. Motion carried.
b. Splash Pad in Bessemer.
1. Councilor Zak introduced the idea of having a Splash Pad in the city.
ii. The Commission discussed having a splash pad in various locations in the
city.
iii. Further discussion was tabled until a location for a splash pad could be
determined.
c. New ADA-compliant playground equipment at Bluff Valley Park.
i. Councilor Zak introduced having ADA-compliant playground equipment
at Bluff Valley Park.



ii. The Commission discussed the potential of having ADA-compliant
playground equipment at Bluff Valley Park.
1ii. Motion made by Zak; Seconded by Jacovich. Motion carried.
d. RENTFUN outdoor cornhole courts.

1. Mr. Frazer explained that a representative from RENTFUN reached out to
him about installing concrete cornhole courts and a self-service outdoor
court with a small kiosk you can rent and unlock the cornhole bags with an
app.

ii. The Commission discussed the feasibility of RENTFUN’s services in
Bluff Valley Park.
iii. Motion made by Zak to not pursue RENTFUN’s services; Seconded by
Jacovich. Motion carried.
e. Request for maintenance at Stieger’s field.

i. Commissioner Jacovich explained that he is a part of a little league team
here in Bessemer. He is struggling with getting volunteers to mow the
grass at Stieger’s field. Now, he is reaching out to the city for help.

i1. The Commission discussed recommending to the City Council to have the
city help maintain Stieger’s field.
1ii. Motion by Maki to recommend to the City Council that the city help
maintain Stieger’s field; Seconded by Jacovich. Motion carried.
f. Capital Improvements Plan.
1. Mr. Frazer provided the Commission with a copy of the Parks &
Recreation projects as outlined in the Capital Improvements Plan.
i1. The Commission discussed instead the review of the previous Recreation
Plan at the next meeting.
1ii. Motion by Jacovich to discuss the Recreation Plan at the next meeting;
Seconded by Zak. Motion carried.
7. Public Comment — Opened at 7:13 pm; closed at 7:20 pm.
a. Ben Tucker, the city’s DPW Leadman introduced new ideas to the Commission
for Bluff Valley Park.
8. Adjourn —7:20 pm
a. Motion by Jacovich; Seconded by Zak. Motion carried.

The next Parks & Recreation Committee meeting will be held on March 7, 2024, at 6:00 pm at
City Hall.



