
A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the DDA meeting room on 

Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

 

Osier called to order at 6:00 PM 

Present: Serwe, Stevens, Osier, Matonich, Whitburn, Swanson 

Absent:  

A quorum was present. 

Staff recommended adding 12) May Meeting Date under business items. It was moved by 

Swanson and supported by Serwe, to approve the agenda as amended. MOTION CARRIED.  

It was moved by Stevens and supported by Serwe, to approve February’s meeting minutes as 

presented. A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Matonich, Swanson, Whitburn, Stevens, 

Osier; NAYS – none. MOTION CARRIED. 

The board discussed the podcast. Staff explained that there are many different avenues for 

training in downtown development. No formal action was taken. 

The board discussed finances. No formal action was taken. 

There were no new Pop-Up Shop Applications 

There were no new Façade Assistance applications.  

Staff updated the board on the lot that was to be sold to the Bessemer Area Historical Society. 

They decided to not purchase the lot as there were issues with the size of the City’s portion. No 

formal action was taken. 

It was moved by Serwe and supported by Matonich, to approve up to $1,900 for flowers to be 

purchased from Lake’s Flower Cabin and to thank the Master Gardeners for helping plant. A roll 

call vote was taken: AYES – Osier, Matonich, Whitburn, Stevens, Swanson, Serwe. NAYS – 

None. MOTION CARRIED. 



The board discussed the request from James Thull to purchase parcel 51-00-104-200 adjacent 

to his apartment building on Sellar St. Extensive discussion was had regarding the sale. Staff 

was instructed to contact Mr. Thull and bring information to the next meeting. No formal action 

was taken.   

It was moved by Whitburn and supported by Swanson, to approve the contract between the City 

and DDA for reimbursement of the costs of a summer worker. A roll call vote was taken: AYES 

– Swanson, Whitburn, Osier, Serwe, Matonich, Stevens. NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

It was moved by Whitburn and supported by Matonich, to pay the City of Bessemer the two 

missed payments for snow removal and the summer worker in the amount of $6,000. A roll call 

vote was taken: AYES – Matonich, Whitburn, Serwe, Osier, Stevens, Swanson. NAYS – None. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

It was moved by Swanson and supported by Stevens, to recommend the 23/24 budget 

amendment for approval to the City Council. A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, 

Matonich, Swanson, Whitburn, Stevens, Osier. NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

It was moved by Stevens and supported by Whitburn, that they recommend the 24/25 budget as 

presented to the City Council for approval. A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Stevens, 

Matonich, Osier, Swanson, Whitburn, Serwe. NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

It was moved by Matonich and supported by Whitburn, that the DDA moved the next regularly 

scheduled meeting of the DDA to May 22nd. MOTION CARRIED. 

During public comment, James Thull asked about if the board had considered his lot purchase 

request.  

It was moved by Stevens and supported by Swanson, to go into closed session at 7:15 pm to 

review DDA executive director applications. A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Matonich, 

Whitburn, Stevens, Osier, Serwe, Swanson. NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

After coming back into open session at 7:28 pm: It was moved by Serwe and supported by 

Matonich, to table further discussion on hiring an executive director until it is researched further. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

It was moved by Stevens and supported by Matonich, to adjourn at 7:30 pm. 



 


