
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, MARCH 25TH, 2024 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Tacconelli called the meeting to order at 6:03 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Tacconelli, Movrich, Nelson, Serwe, Zak   

     

 

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 
AGENDA  Nelson added item 12) 90 Day Employees under New Business. Zak added items 

13) Budget Workshop Date, 14) Authorizing Representatives to Work on 

Bucknell Matter, and 15) New Loader Bids under New Business. It was moved 

by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve the agenda as amended.   

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Nelson, Tacconelli, Zak, Serwe. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS Bill McDonald commented that he could not add anything to the agenda as they 

had already approved it. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to approve the Consent 

Agenda as presented and place on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting – March 11th, 2024. 

2. Approval of Minutes – City Council Special Meeting – March 13th, 2024. 

3. Approval of Minutes – City Council Special Meeting Closed Session – March 

13th, 2024. 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich, Nelson.  

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES There was no documents and correspondence. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, that the claims in the amount of 

$35,102.27 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available.  

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 
GENERAL FUND 

44 NORTH 258.67 

AT&T 95.78 

C & M OIL COMPANY 1,522.33 

CHRISTOPHER FRAZER 89.60 

CHRISTOPHER FRAZER 312.70 

CORE & MAIN LP 1,929.44 

DAILY GLOBE, INC 543.64 

DAN MATONICH 2,700.00 

DONALD SAARI 392.00 

HANNULA AGENCY 59.00 

HAUTALA DISTRIBUTING CO., INC. 45.50 

IRON COUNTY MINER 224.00 

IRONBAY DETAILING 500.00 



NEWMAN SIGNS 391.25 

NORBS ELECTRIC 399.90 

O’DEA NORDEEN BURINK & PICKENS, PC 333.50 

QUILL CORPORATION 86.43 

REPUBLIC SERVICES #645 13,887.26 

SAFETY-LEEN CORP 275.78 

THE COMPUTER DOCTORS 726.13 

WAKEFIELD NEWS/BESSEMER PICK & AXE 50.00 

WHITE WATER ASSOCIATES INC 40.00 

XCEL ENERGY 10,239.36 

TOTAL  $35,102.27 

 

TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $17,479.56 

MAJOR STREET FUND $195.62 

LOCAL STREET DUND $195.63 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY $959.80 

SEWER FUND $20.72 

WATER FUND $2,363.68 

TRASH DISPOSAL FUND $13,887.26 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Zak, Movrich, Nelson, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None.  MOTION CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1) MATRELLA DEED It was moved by Movrich and supported by Zak, to pursue the survey and have 

the deed retyped with the easement for the Matrella property. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken:  AYES – Zak, Serwe, Movrich, Nelson, Tacconelli.  

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

2) BESSEMER AREA 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

UPDATE Richard Steiger explained to the Council that they conducted a title search on the 

land that the Council and DDA agreed to sell to the Historical Society for a new 

building and submitted a report. The title search showed that the City only owns 

Lot 4 and 5 of Block 3 of the Original Plat of Bessemer and not half of Lot 3 like 

is shown on the County’s GIS system. Therefore, the Historical Society will not 

be purchasing parcels 51-00-104-000 and 51-00-104-100 as previously agreed. 

Zak asked if they would be interested in the lot on the NW corner of Sophie and 

Sellar St. Steiger explained that the Zoning Code is too strict for them to follow. 

Zak asked that the Council address the issues with the Zoning Ordinance in a 

future Council meeting. No action was taken. 

  

3) DUMP TRUCK PURCHASE 

CONTRACT AND  

AUTHORIZED SIGNER It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to authorize Mrs. Lake to be the 

authorized signer and to get the loan started for the dump truck as soon as 

possible.  

 

A roll call vote was taken:  AYES – Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson, Movrich, Zak.  

NAYS – None.  MOTION CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) NELSON  

REIMBURSEMENT  

REQUEST It was moved by Movrich and supported by Zak, to pay Nelson’s reimbursement 

request in the amount of $417.98. 

  



A roll call vote was taken:  AYES – Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich, Nelson, Zak. 

 NAYS – None.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

2) DESIGNATE CITY MAYOR 

USDA WATER PROJECT 

AUTHORIZED  

REPRESENTATIVE It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to designate Mayor Tacconelli 

as the authorized representative for the USDA Water Project. 

  

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Nelson, Tacconelli, Movrich, Zak, Serwe. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3) DESIGNATE CITY MAYOR 

USDA WASTEWATER  

PROJECT AUTHORIZED 

REPRESENTATIVE It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to designate Mayor Tacconelli 

as the authorized representative for the USDA Wastewater Project. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Serwe, Tacconelli, Nelson, Movrich. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

4) DESIGNATE CITY MAYOR 

DWAM AUTHORIZED 

REPRESENTATIVE It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to designate Mayor Tacconelli 

as the authorized representative.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Tacconelli, Nelson, Serwe, Movrich, Zak. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

5) DWAM ENGAGEMENT 

LETTER FROM 

BAKERTILLY It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to approve the engagement 

letter and designate Mayor Tacconelli to be the authorized representative.   

  

A roll call vote was taken:  AYES – Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe, Zak, Movrich.  

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

6) RESOLUTION 2023-09 

ZONING BOARD OF  

APPEALS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approved Resolution 2023-09 

Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Nelson, Zak, Movrich, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

7) RESOLUTION 2023-10 

AUTHORIZED  

REPRESENTATIVE FOR  

WATER SYSTEM  

IMPROVEMENTS It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to approve designate Mayor 

Tacconelli and approve Resolution 2023-10 Authorized Representative for 

Water System Improvements.  

8) RESOLUTION 2023-11 

DESIGNATION OF STREET 

ADMINISTRATOR It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to designate the interim City 

Manager as the Street Administrator. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson, Zak. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

9) INTERIM ASSIGNMENT 



OF CITY MANAGER  

FUNCTIONS It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to appoint Mandy Lake as the 

interim City Manager and authorize Mayor Tacconelli to be the signer for bank 

reconciliation. MOTION CARRIED. 

  

 It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to authorize the assisters and 

representatives for items 1 through 7 on the list of interim assignments as 

discussed and increase Lake’s wage to $65,000 per year while acting as interim 

City Manager. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Nelson, Movrich, Zak, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

10) CITY MANAGER 

POSITION It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to authorize Lake to create a job 

posting for City Manager and bring it to the next meeting. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Nelson, Tacconelli, Zak, Movrich, Serwe. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

11) UNION LETTER OF  

AGREEMENT: MERS 

DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN 

AND HCSP AGREEMENT It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve the MERS Defined 

Benefit Plan Agreement, HCSP Agreement, and Union Letter of Agreement and 

to contribute the missing contributions for one employee.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Tacconelli, Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Movrich. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

12) 90 DAY EMPLOYEES It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to post for three 90 day 

employees and one 120 day employee at $15 per hour. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

13) BUDGET WORKSHOP 

DATE It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to set Wednesday, April 3rd 

at 7 PM as the Budget Workshop Meeting.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Tacconelli, Nelson, Zak, Movrich. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED.  

14) AUTHORIZING  

REPRESENTATIVES TO  

WORK ON BUCKNELL 

MATTER It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to authorize the Executive 

Committee to meet with the Bucknells and attorney. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Serwe, Tacconelli, Zak, Nelson. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

15) NEW LOADER BIDS It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to authorize Mandy and Ben to 

go out for sealed bids on a new loader.  

 

 A role call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Nelson, Movrich, Zak, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 



REPORTS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to accept the Office Staff Report 

and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to accept the DPW Report 

and place it on file.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Judy Palmateer asked when will people get their donations back for the 

Trailhead Grant. People have given money that they would like to get back. She 

also stated that since this is the third time applying to the grant it will need to be 

reworked in order to have better odds of being selected.  

  

Staff said that they have received about 51 responses as of end of the day 

Monday and that once the survey is closed, there will be a total amount of 

donations that will need to be refunded, but there is not an exact date at this 

time.  

 

 Bill McDonald commented about the lot on Sellar and Sophie St being a parking 

lot. The reason it was never blacktopped is because it’s sloped and to ask 

Barnum who was on the DDA at the time. He also asked why the City paid 

money to GRWA for water lines to not be used in reference to the lines to 

Chicago mines.  

 

 Nelson stated that the City does not get water from Chicago mines. 

  

 Zak said that none of the current Councilors were on the board at that time and 

cannot answer what was done back then. 

 

 Andy Hill commented that it is sometimes hard to hear what is being said at the 

table. 

 

ADJOURN 8:10 P.M. It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to adjourn.   

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

________________________                   _______________________________  

     Peter Tacconelli, Mayor   Samantha Dorr, Deputy Clerk 

  

 

 


