
 
City of Bessemer 

Regular Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 
May 2nd, 2024, at 6:00 pm 
City Hall Council Chambers 

 
Call to Order – Eric Longhini  called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Roll Call – Present: Dominic Fabbri, Eric Longhini, and Russ Maki  
  Absent: Adam Zak and Trevor Jackovich  
 
Approval of Agenda - Motion by Maki. Second by Fabbri. Motion carried. 
 
Acceptance of meeting minutes from March 7th, 2024 - Motion by Fabbri. Second by Maki. 
Motion carried. 
 
Old Business 

Nominations for Chair - Longhini expressed interest in keeping Chair, and was 
supported by both Fabbri and Maki. Eric Longhini was nominated by Fabbri and supported by 
Maki. Motion carried. 
 

Nominations for Vice Chair – Maki nominated Fabbri for Vice Chair, was supported by 
Longhini. Motion carried. 
 
New Business  
 Park Fridge – Commission discussed the possibility of purchasing a new fridge for the 
park pavilion. Longhini mentioned, that Mattsons did not even know if it could be repaired or if 
they could find anyone to work on it. Also mentioned, the cost incurred would be very close to 
the cost of a new refrigerator. Motion made by Fabbri and supported by Maki, to send the issue 
to the city council to approve the purchase of the fridge up to $1,200. Motion carried. 
  

Flowers and Maintenance of Flowers – Committee discussed helping the master 
gardeners plant and maintain the flowers on Sophie Street.  
 Longhini offered to work on maintaining them.  
 Fabbri offered to coordinate with school students to help,  
 Maki advised the KIWANIS club has 40+ members that might be available to assist.  
 Motion made by Fabbri supported by Maki, to table issue and gather more information. 
Motion carried. 
 

Park Lights – Tucker mentioned some lighting possibilities for the park, if ever desired 
by the committee. Motion made by Fabbri and supported by Maki, to gather pricing for the 
June meeting with both solar and conventional powered lighting options. Motion carried. 
 



 Grill Pads – Tucker provided a map of suggested spots for grill pads. DPW mechanic 
rebuilt the grills over the winter. Tucker suggested moving the pads to a more central locations 
to encourage use, as the old locations were in “no man’s land”. Park and Rec would be 
responsible for the materials and the DPW staff would take care of the rest. Motion by Fabbri 
and supported by Maki, to table until next meeting in order to assemble a priority list for the 
committee to select, which projects they would like to move forward with. Motion carried. 
  
 Trail Head Letters – Longhini briefed the committee on the trail head letter responses 
and mentioned the 3rd application period would depend on renewed Park and Rec plans. 
Motion by Longhini and supported by Maki, to request the city council to brief them of what is 
needed from them to further the renewal of the Park and Rec plan, and placing the letter on 
file. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment – No public comment was heard.  
 
Motion to Adjourn 6:55 pm – Motion by Maki. Second by Fabbri. Motion carried. 
 


