
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, APRIL 22ND, 2024 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Tacconelli called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Tacconelli, Movrich, Serwe, Zak, Nelson   

 

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 
AGENDA  Nelson added Slyvia Ferrari-Miller’s letter under Documents and 

Correspondence. Interim Manager Lake changed the price on Item 8 under New 

Business to (-$1,500.00) from (-$26,521.00). It was moved by Nelson and 

supported by Zak, to approve the agenda as amended.   

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Nelson, Tacconelli, Zak, Serwe. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS There was no public comment. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. 2024/25 BUDGET  It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to open the public hearing for 

the 2024/25 budget. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 There was no public comment. 

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to close the public hearing for 

the 2024/25 budget. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to approve the Consent Agenda as 

presented and place on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting –April 8th, 2024. 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Nelson, Zak, Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich.  

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to accept both letters from 

Kathleen Contratto and Slyvia Ferrari-Miller and place on file. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, that the claims in the amount of 

$47,729.94 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available.  

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 
GENERAL FUND 

ANGELO LUPINO INC 789.14 

ASPIRUS BUSINESS HEALTH 90 

BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS 644.17 

BELL EQUIPMENT COMPANY 180.86 

C & M OIL COMPANY 65.92 

CITY OF BESSEMER TREASURER 6,000.00 

DAILY GLOBE, INC 344.65 

DELISH 12.00 



FABICK CAT 230.00 

FAMILY HANDYMAN 20.00 

GOGEBIC CO EQUALIZATION DEPT 534.00 

GOGEBIC RANGE WATER AUTHORITY 18,854.00 

HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT GROUP 1,610.48 

O’DEA NORDEEN BURINK & PICKENS, PC 1,449.00 

PSI 464.13 

REPUBLIC SERVICES #645 14,193.48 

THE COMPUTER DOCTORS 798.63 

THE OFFICE PLANNING GROUP, INC  194.48 

WAKEFIELD NEWS/BESSEMER PICK & AXE 975.00 

WHITE WATER ASSOCIATES INC 40.00 

ZARNOTH BRUSH WORKS INC 240.00 

TOTAL  $47,729.94 

 

TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $5,778.71 

MAJOR STREET FUND $394.57 

LOCAL STREET FUND $394.57 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY $6,000.00 

WATER FUND $20,968.61 

TRASH DISPOSAL FUND $14,193.48 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Zak, Movrich, Tacconelli, Nelson. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1) CITY MANAGER JOB 

POSTING The Council discussed hiring a part time City Manager or Community 

Development/Grant Writer instead of a full time City Manager. It was moved by 

Movrich and supported by Serwe, to table the City Manager job posting and 

explore the other position first. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) ACTION FROM  

DOCUMENTS AND  

CORRESPONDECE It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to appoint Kathleen Contratto to 

the Library Board on Mayor Tacconelli’s recommendation. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

  

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, that as long as they continue 

with the payment plan as outlined by Slyvia, we waive penalties and interest. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Tacconelli, Nelson, Zak. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

2) SHERIFF REPORT  Sheriff Ross Solberg presented the report. It was moved by Nelson and 

supported by Serwe, to accept the Sheriff Report and place it on file. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

3) RESOLUTION 2023-13 

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to approve Resolution 2023-13 

Property Tax Exemption Policy and Procedures. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Tacconelli, Movrich. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 



4) APPLICATION FOR AD 

VALOREM PROPERTY  

TAX EXEMPTION It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to approve the application for 

Property Tax Exemption. MOTION CARRIED. 

5) RESOLUTION 2023-14 

2023/24 BUDGET  

AMENDMENT It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to approve Resolution 2023-14 

2023/24 Budget Amendment.   

  

A roll call vote was taken:  AYES – Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson, Zak, Movrich.  

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

6) RESOLUTION 2023-15 

NOTICE OF INTENT It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve Resolution 2023-15 

Notice of Intent and publish it in the paper.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Nelson, Zak, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

7) ENGAGEMENT LETTER 

FROM MILLER CANFIELD It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to support the Engagement 

Letter from Miller Canfield. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Zak, Movrich, Tacconelli, Nelson. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

8) DWAM CHANGE ORDER 

#2 FINAL BALANCING 

CHANGE ORDER It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve DWAM Change 

Order #2 in the amount of (-$1,500).  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich, Zak. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

9) DWAM DRAW REQUEST 

#15 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve DWAM Draw 

Request #15 in the amount of $22,549.51.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Tacconelli, Serwe, Zak, Nelson, Movrich. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

10) USDA WATER DRAW 

REQUEST #29 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak to approve USDA Water Draw 

#29 in the amount of $4,814.53. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Movrich, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

11) USDA WASTEWATER  

DRAW REQUEST #29 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve USDA Wastewater 

Draw Request #29 in the amount of $5,016.66. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Nelson, Movrich, Serwe, Tacconelli, Zak. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

12) SUMMER WORKER 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

DDA AND CITY It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve letter saying that the 

DDA reimburses the City $3,500 for one of the summer workers.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 



13) SUMMER WORKER 

HIRING PROCESS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, that Mandy and Ben work 

together to hire the summer workers. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

14) VACTOR TRUCK It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to buy the Vactor Truck with the 

County’s stipulations including we provide aid if needed and if we sell it then 

we sell it back to the County for same price, and to send a letter to the County 

thanking them.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Tacconelli, Nelson, Zak. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

15) LOADER BIDS It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to purchase the front-end 

loader from Caterpillar and authorize signatures as needed.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Tacconelli, Movrich, Nelson, Serwe. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

  

REPORTS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to accept the Office Staff 

Report and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to accept the DPW Report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Darren Pionk, C2AE Engineer, gave an update to Phase III of the DWSRF 

project. Plans are in review, and they have received preliminary comments back 

from EGLE. There are rare species in the project area that required them to do 

an environmental study. They also are required to work with SHPO (State 

Historical Preservation Office) to excavate and ensure that no artifacts are 

present in the project area. They can’t do that with any snow present or if the 

ground is frozen so that is lengthening the process. The environment assessment 

is due Thursday for EGLE. He will keep Mandy and Ben informed on the 

situation.  

  

 Andy Hill asked when the budget will be adopted. Staff replied that it will be 

adopted May 13th.  

 

 Richard Gheller made comments about the burnt home on the highway and other 

blighted properties in Bessemer.  

 

Zak explained the lengthy process that is required to address blighted properties 

and that the burnt house and the Gamble’s building will be removed before the 

4th of July this year.  

 

Peter stated that he has spoken with the attorney about fighting blight and was 

informed that the City’s budget is not big enough to afford taking more action, 

but they are doing everything they can to address it.  

 

Serwe thanked the resident for sharing his concern.  

 

CLOSED SESSION 7:40 PM It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to go into closed session 

regarding the Clerk/Treasurer evaluation.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson, Movrich. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

 



RETURN TO OPEN  

SESSION 8:02 PM No action was taken. 

 

ADJOURN 8:05 PM It was moved by Serwe and supported by Zak, to adjourn.   

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

________________________                   _______________________________  

     Peter Tacconelli, Mayor   Samantha Dorr, Deputy Clerk 

  


