
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON TUESDAY, MAY 28TH, 2024 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Tacconelli called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Tacconelli, Movrich, Serwe, Zak 

  Absent – Nelson    

 

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 
AGENDA  It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to approve the agenda as presented.  

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Tacconelli, Movrich, Serwe, Zak. NAYS – 

None. Absent – Nelson. MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS Bill McDonald stated that the Treasurer cannot be the City Manager and 

Treasurer. He said that Bessemer is too small and does not have enough money 

to support 2 separate positions like Ironwood does.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to approve the Consent Agenda 

as presented and place on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting, May 13th, 2024. 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich.  NAYS – 

None. Absent – Nelson. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to accept the letter from James 

Thull and place on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, that the claims in the amount of 

$10,244.81 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available.  

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 
GENERAL FUND 

4 SEASONS LAWN & PROPERTY SERVICE 2,259.00 

44 NORTH 251.72 

CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS 139.98 

CORE & MAIN LP 1,532.42 

DAILY GLOBE, INC 89.65 

ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES 774.77 

FIRST ADVANTAGE OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH 42.33 

GOGEBIC RANGE SOLID WASTE MGT 21.00 

HARJU PORTA POTTIES LLC 1,200.00 

NEAL NELSON 338.63 

O’DEA NORDEEN BURINK & PICKENS, PC 805.00 

THE COMPUTER DOCTORS 738.13 

UP INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS, INC 140.53 

WAKEFIELD NEWS/BESSEMER PICK & AXE 5.00 

WHITE WATER ASSOCIATES INC 40.00 

ZARNOTH BRUSH WORKS INC 1,866.65 

TOTAL  $10,244.81 

 



TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $7,730.10 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY $4.02 

WATER FUND $2,510.69 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Zak, Movrich, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. Absent – Nelson. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1) COMMUNITY ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR Ray O’Dea and Michael Burink were present via Zoom to provide their attorney 

opinion on the legality of the proposed position and City Manager position. They 

explained that City Manager must be separate from the Treasurer position and to 

change the position as it is now would require amendments to the Charter. He 

recommended creating a Charter Committee if the Council wishes to change the 

Charter as well as working with the City auditors to make sure there are 

appropriate checks and balances. It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, 

to move away from the Community Economic Development Director position 

posting and focus on the City Manager posting and table that until the next 

meeting. 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Movrich, Serwe, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. Absent – Nelson. MOTION CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) ACTION FROM  

DOCUMENTS AND  

CORRESPONDECE It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to table the sale of the City 

owned lot until the next meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

  

2) WATER RATE STUDY 

BAKER TILLEY Andy Campbell from Baker Tilley was present and explained the current debt 

the City holds, the term options for the new loan, and calculated rate increases 

that would be needed to support the project loan. The Council discussed the 

options presented and thanked Andy for being at the meeting and presenting the 

rate study. No action was taken.  

 

3) FORM L-4029 2024 TAX 

RATE REQUEST It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to approve form L-4029 2024 tax 

rate request. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Serwe, Tacconelli, Movrich. NAYS – 

None. Absent – Nelson. MOTION CARRIED. 

4) CERTIFICATION TO  

ASSESSOR It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to approve the Certification to 

Assessor. 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Zak, Movrich, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. Absent – Nelson. MOTION CARRIED. 

5) REQUEST TO PURCHASE 

FRIDGE It was moved by Serwe and supported by Zak, to authorize the Parks and 

Recreation Commission to buy a fridge for a price not to exceed $1,200.00. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Zak, Tacconelli, Serwe. NAYS – 

None. Absent – Nelson. MOTION CARRIED. 

 



REPORTS It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to accept the Staff Report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to accept the DPW Report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Bill McDonald commented that the Gogebic Range Transfer Station charges a 

little over $6,000 for dumping fees. The City will be finished with the bond 

payments after five more years. The City could tell Republic to dump at the 

transfer station and save on dumping charges. Currently they take their trucks to 

Ashland then back up to Ontonagon before dumping there.  

 

 Darren Pionk let the board know that he and Ben reviewed projects and many of 

the City roads. The list of remaining work has been given to the contractor as 

well as the complaint list. They went through restoration list with Ruotsala 

Friday. He asked that the Council be aware of a couple items. They are 

finalizing the as constructed drawings of the USDA project. Neal was a big part 

of the beginning of the project, and it would be beneficial if he helps review the 

as constructed drawings. Kelly Heidbrier is also putting together a CIP through 

the DWAM grant and it would be worthwhile for Neal to review this as well. 

EGLE is happy with the plans and progress currently.  

 

 Zak asked how the latest water break went and when the area will be restored. 

He was informed that the deadline is before the 4th. 

 

 Bill McDonald also commented that the picnic table by City Hall should not be 

placed above the time capsule.  

 

ADJOURN 7:50 PM It was moved by Serwe and supported by Zak, to adjourn.   

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

________________________                   _______________________________  

     Peter Tacconelli, Mayor   Samantha Dorr, Deputy Clerk 

  


