
City of Bessemer 

Regular Planning Commission Meeting 

June 4, 2024, at 6:00 pm 

City Hall 

1. Call to Order – 6:04 pm 

2. Roll Call – Babbitt, Beninghaus, Palmateer, Tacconelli (Serwe if absent) 

a. Attending: Palmateer, Babbitt, and Tacconelli 

b. Absent: Beninghaus 

3. Approval of Agenda  

a. Motion by Palmateer to approve as presented; Seconded by Babbitt. Motion 

carried. 

4. Approval of Minutes – January 2, 2024 

a. Motion by Tacconelli to approve minutes; Seconded by Babbitt. Palmateer 

abstained. Motion carried. 

5. Public Hearing 

a. Iron Belle Site Plan. Motion by Palmateer to open public hearing for Iron Belle 

Apartments Site Plan at 6:05; Seconded by Tacconelli. Motion Carried. 

i. There was no public comment. 

b. Motion by Palmateer to close the public hearing at 6:07; Seconded by Babbitt. 

Motion carried.  

6. Old Business – No old business. 

7. New Business 

a. Iron Belle Apartments Site Plan 

i. The commissioners discussed the site plan as well as suggestions and 

additions that were added to the plan after initial review. They addressed 

the lighting, snow storage, and landscaping. 

ii. Motioned by Palmateer to approve the Iron Belle Apartments Site Plan; 

Seconded by Babbitt. Motion carried. 

b. Capital Improvements Plan Update 

i. The Planning Commission discussed the drafted CIP and plans for future 

spending. 

ii. Motion made by Palmateer to approve updates to the CIP; Seconded by 

Babbitt. Motion carried. 

c. Master Plan Review 

i. The Planning Commission reviewed goals and accomplishments of the 

City in relation to the City’s Master Plan. They offered suggestions and 

asked questions about different goals.  

ii. Motion made by Palmateer that the offered suggestions to the Master Plan 

be passed along to City Council and continue to work with staff and 

review the Plan as necessary; Seconded by Babbitt. Motion carried.  



d. Motion made by Tacconelli to cancel the July Planning Commission meeting; 

Seconded by Palmateer. Motion carried. 

8. Public Comment  

a. Samantha Dorr thanked commissioners for reviewing the agenda beforehand and 

offering good discussion. 

b. Richard Babbitt brought up his right of way that was disturbed from construction 

and grass was never properly started. He asked that instead of grass, what if he 

planted lupines or something nice. His neighbors are also dealing with the lack of 

grass growing in the disturbed areas. He asked if the City would cover costs of the 

seeds to plant lupines.  

c. Peter Tacconelli stated that he has talked to engineers about the numerous 

complaints he has received from City residents and his plan to ensure the 

contractors finish with restoration.  

9. Adjourn 

a. Motion made by Palmateer to adjourn at 6:52; Seconded by Babbitt. Motion 

carried. 

 

The next Planning Commission meeting will be held on August 6, 2024, at 6:00 pm.  


