
 

 

2023 Planning Commission Annual Report 

The City of Bessemer’s Planning Commission is comprised of five members who meet monthly on the 1st 
Tuesday at 6:00 pm in the council chambers at City Hall at 411 S Sophie St or remotely. A typical meeting 
consists of a review of the previous meetings minutes, public hearings, discussion of articles for training, 
any new or old business, any communications, and reports from staff regarding development or any 
programs the city is involved in, and finally a call to the public and member’s comments. 

Planning Commissioners include Terry Kryshak (the former council representative) Peter Tacconelli (the 
new Mayor and council representative), George Beninghaus, Dominic Fabbri, Richard Babbitt, and Judy 
Palmateer. This year was an election year for the City Council, so Terry Kryshak left the Planning 
Commission as he did not run for reelection on the City Council. His place was taken by Peter Tacconelli, 
Bessemer’s new Mayor. In addition, the Planning Commission added Judy Palmateer and Richard 
Babbitt.  

The commission did not meet as much this year due to a lack of quorum, lack of agenda items, and staff 
changes. They spent a significant portion of the year researching and discussing potential zoning 
changes. Each meeting started with a discussion of relevant articles to learn more about various topics. 
Each member received training on the roles and responsibilities of Planning Commissioners including the 
Open Meetings Act. 

Meeting Dates and Summaries 

January 3, 2023 

This meeting was canceled due to a lack of quorum. 

February 7th, 2023 

The meeting had an agenda and agenda packet created but was canceled at the last minute due to a 
lack of quorum. 

March 7th, 2023 

The Planning Commission voted to keep the City Manager as the Zoning Administrator for the City of 
Bessemer. The Planning Commission voted to amend the zoning ordinance to allow accessory dwelling 
units. In addition, the City Manager (Jennifer Adams) and the Planning Commission decided to defer 
decision-making abilities to the City Council until the commission could recruit more members after 
learning that two members can reside outside of the City of Bessemer. 

April 4th, 2023 



The Planning Commission added Judy Palmateer to the roll call. The Planning Commission 
recommended zoning changes and scheduled a public hearing regarding the zoning changes for the May 
2nd meeting. In addition, the Planning Commission voted to engage Pat Coleman of North of 45 to look 
at the site plan and report back with his input on the Meved site plan at the next meeting.  

May 2nd, 2023 

The Planning Commission opened the public hearing regarding the zoning amendment for accessory 
structures and then closed shortly after there were no public comments. The Planning Commission then 
voted in favor of scheduling the public hearing for the Meved site plan for the June meeting regarding C-
2 and CE to allow self-storage facilities as permitted with conditions. The Planning Commission also 
voted in favor of allowing the City Manager to utilize the Temporary Use Permit and edit it as she saw 
fit. 

June 7th, 2023 

The Planning Commission moved to open the public hearing regarding the zoning amendment for 
allowing self-storage with conditions in the C-2 and CE zoning districts then closed the public hearing 
after there was no public comment. The Planning Commission then motioned to recommend to the City 
Council to recommend to the City Council to approve the zoning amendment to allow for self-storage 
with conditions in the C-2 and CE zoning districts. The Planning Commission also discussed the Master 
Plan. Overall, progress is going well, and projects are being completed as projected. The commission did 
note that the vacant property registry log needs to be updated due to several properties being sold 
recently. In addition, the commissioners welcomed Richard Babbitt to the Planning Commission. 

July 5, 2023, August 1, 2023, September 5, 2023, October 3, 2023, and November 5, 2023 

Canceled due to a lack of agenda items. 

December 5th, 2023 

The Planning Commission was introduced to Chris Frazer the new City Manager and Peter Tacconelli the 
new Mayor of Bessemer. Chris stated how welcomed and invited the Bessemer community has been to 
him. The Planning Commission motioned to approve the Zoning Use Variance Application at 100 Gold St 
for Ben Hall. Mr. Hall explained his vision to build a new garage at 100 Gold St. Mr. Hall stated the parcel 
is 40 feet by 100 feet and the current garage on the parcel is non-compliant. A non-compliant building 
cannot be altered. So, he would like to build a new garage that is compliant with the city’s zoning 
ordinances. In addition, the Planning Commission moved the zoning variance to the City Council to 
discuss a potential public hearing if Mr. Hall could not get signed letters of support from his neighbors in 
favor of the new garage. 


