
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, JUNE 24TH, 2024 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Pro-Tem Mayor Movrich called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Movrich, Serwe, Zak, Nelson 

  Absent – Tacconelli 

 

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 
AGENDA  It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to approve the agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS Ruth Braun commented that she moved here 4 years ago. Her home faces the 

highway from Pine St to Spruce Creek. When the sewer work was done, they 

took down 10 or 12 large pine trees. She was assured that the restoration would 

put her yard back to normal and that the contractors would be back to put more 

soil down in the spring but that has not been done. There are depressions where 

the trees used to be and when it rains it causes large puddles. After grading the 

street, they said that grass would be planted but it has not. She stated that she 

was disappointed to see the trees go as they provided barriers for sound, shade, 

and protection for houses. She then thanked the Council for listening.  

 

 Zak stated that Darren is our C2AE engineer and the person to talk to regarding 

her restoration concerns.  

PUBLIC HEARING 

VARIANCE REQUEST 2024-02 

MAXINOSKI, S GARAGE 

406 W LEAD ST It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to open the public hearing 

regarding the variance request from Stephen Maxinoski. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 There was no public comment. 

 

 It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to close the public hearing. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve the Consent Agenda 

as presented and place on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting, June 10th, 2024. 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Serwe, Nelson, Movrich.  NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson to accept Ruth’s letter about 

landscape concerns and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, that the claims in the amount of 

$41,109.61 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available.  

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 
GENERAL FUND 

4 SEASONS LAWN & PROPERTY SERVICE 2,259.00 



AT&T  97.43 

AT&T 40.82 

CARROT-TOP INDUSTRIES 112.49 

DONALD SAARI 300.00 

FOLEY’S TREE SERVICE 650.00 

GOGEBIC RANGE WATER AUTHORITY 18,854.00 

HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT GROUP 1,648.56 

MBIS 95.50 

MINNESOTA HOIST INSPECTIONS, INC 418.29 

NORTH COUNTRY WELDING & DOCKS 82.70 

O’DEA NORDEEN BURINK & PICKENS, PC 1,541.00 

RAPID GRAFIKS 105.00 

REPUBLIC SERVICES #645 14,426.08 

STATE OF MICHIGAN  150.00 

WHITE WATER ASSOCIATES INC 40.00 

XCEL ENERGY 288.74 

TOTAL  $41,109.61 

 

TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $5,039.73 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY $962.99 

WATER FUND $20,680.81 

TRASH DISPOSAL FUND $14,426.08 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Nelson, Serwe, Zak, Movrich. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1) GRWA AGREEMENT It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to have Mrs. Lake write up these 

options as explained and written by Ben for the Council to consider adopting a 

resolution on at the next meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) ACTION FROM  

DOCUMENTS AND  

CORRESPONDENCE No action was taken.  

 

2) VARIANCE REQUEST 

2024-02 – MAXINOSKI, S 

GARAGE 406 W LEAD ST It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to approve variance request 

2024-04 for Mr. Maxinoski on his garage. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Nelson, Zak, Serwe. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED.  

3) 2024 MEMORANDUM OF  

UNDERSTANDING – DUET  

BIKE PARTNERS It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to strongly support the 2024 

MOU for the duet bike. MOTION CARRIED. 

4) 24/25 INSURANCE POLICY 

RENEWAL It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to continue on with Hannula 

Insurance for the cost of $22,270.00. 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Zak, Movrich, Nelson. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

5) DWAM DRAW #16 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve DWAM Draw 

Request #16 in the amount of $22,914.42. 



 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Zak, Serwe, Nelson. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

6) USDA WATER CHANGE 

ORDER #21  It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve USDA Water Change 

Order #21 in the amount of $4,965.15. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Serwe, Zak, Nelson. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

7) USDA WASTEWATER  

CHANGE ORDER #21 It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to approve USDA Wastewater 

Change Order #21 in the amount of $18,651.00. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Nelson, Serwe, Movrich, Zak. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

8) RESOLUTION 2023-18 

4TH QUARTER BUDGET 

AMENDMENT  

 

RESOLUTION #2023-18 

APPROVAL OF 2023/24 4TH QUARTER BUDGET AMENDMENT 

City of Bessemer 

County of Gogebic, State of Michigan 

 
 The City Council for the City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, met at 

a regular meeting in the Council Chambers, City Hall, City of Bessemer, Michigan on the 24th 

day of June, 2024, at 6:00pm. 

 PRESENT: Movrich, Nelson, Serwe, Zak 

 ABSENT: Tacconelli  

WHEREAS, The City Clerk/Treasurer reviewed the 2023-2024 City Budget and has prepared a 

4th Quarter Budget Amendment for the Council’s Consideration, and  

WHEREAS, the City Auditor will be furnished a copy of said Budget Amendment for his/her 

review.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council approve the attached Budget 

Amendments and the City Clerk/Treasurer be instructed to have these amendments incorporated 

into the 2023/24 Budget. 

AYES: Zak, Serwe, Movrich, Nelson   

 

NAYS: None 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

__________________________ 

Samantha Dorr 



Deputy Clerk 

City of Bessemer 

 

I hereby certify the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City 

Council of the City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held 

June 24, 2024, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given 

pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of 

Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made 

available as required by said Act 

 

 

        __________________________ 

Samantha Dorr 

Deputy Clerk 

City of Bessemer 
 

It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to approve Resolution 2023-18 

4th Quarter Budget Amendment. 

  

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Serwe, Nelson, Zak, Movrich. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

9) OSMOSE COMPOST SITE It was moved by Serwe and supported by Zak, to table this discussion and have 

staff determine hours of operation and get pricing on signage. MOTION 

CARRIED.  

10) ELECTION INSPECTOR 

RATES It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve the election inspector 

rates as presented to the Council.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Movrich, Nelson, Serwe. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Tacconelli.  

11) DDA PROPOSAL FOR  

CITY MANAGER It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to table this for the next 

meeting after the attorney has been contacted. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

REPORTS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to accept the Staff Report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to accept the DPW Report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Nelson asked Darren if the project with Jake after this week is finalized and 

paid. Darren responded that with the recently approved change orders, this is 

what should be the last amount of money into the project. There will be one 

more draw request and paperwork to finalize everything. They had previously 

sent him the updated complaint list and he is working on finishing the punch list 

items. They are looking at having everything wrapped up before the 4th of July. 

There may be another change order if needed regarding liquidated damages or to 

balance out everything at the end. They had sent him a letter asking him to sit 

down with the executive committee to discuss options in regard to extended 

warranty and other types of ideas to then bring back to the Council.  

 



 Nelson let everyone know that tickets go on sale Wednesday and the 4th of July 

starts in Bessemer on Wednesday. Zak asked if the firework display would be 

any cooler if they set them off higher on the bluff now that the road goes up.  

 

 Darren informed the Council that bids were opened earlier in the day for the 

DWSRF Phase III project. They received 3 bids for the water main system and 2 

for the tank. The low bid for the water project was just over a million dollars. 

The low bid came in half price of what they had expected for both projects. 

They are doing some investigation work to confirm the bids then seeing what 

can be added back into the project. He will get the bids tabbed together then 

send off for review.  

 

ADJOURN 7:20 PM It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to adjourn.   

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

________________________                   _______________________________  

     Peter Tacconelli, Mayor   Samantha Dorr, Deputy Clerk 

  


