
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, JULY 8TH, 2024 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Tacconelli called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Tacconelli, Movrich, Serwe, Zak, Nelson 

 

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 
AGENDA  It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve the agenda as 

presented. MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS Bill McDonald presented a petition with signatures for the water reservoir 

project.  

 

 Daniel Uttke commented on the petition as well.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to approve the Consent 

Agenda as presented and place on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting, June 24th, 2024. 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Zak, Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson, Movrich.  

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES None. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, that the claims in the amount of 

$90,228.13 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available.  

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 
GENERAL FUND 

4 SEASONS LAWN & PROPERTY SERVICE 700.00 

AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOC 263.00 

BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS 863.64 

BESSEMER SMALL ENGINE 46.08 

C & M OIL COMPANY 1,748.39 

CITY OF BESSEMER WATER UTILITY 585.19 

DAILY GLOBE, INC 89.65 

DJA INC 349.72 

DRIER’S MACHINE SHOP INC 1,258.01 

ESRI INC 2,469.80 

FRANKLIN SALES AND SERVICE 381.74 

G T C AUTO PARTS INC 422.47 

GOGEBIC RANGE SOLID WASTE MGT 35.90 

GOGEBIC RANGE WATER AUTHORITY 18,854.00 

HACH COMPANY 2,110.19 

HALLMAN-LINDSAY 790.93 

HANNULA AGENCY 22,499.00 

IRON COUNTY MINER 1,020.72 

IRONBAY DETAILING 250.00 

KWIK TRIP 28.96 

LAWSON PRODUCTS INC 276.76 



MATTSON’S TV & APPLIANCE 1,095.000 

MICHIGAN RURAL WATER ASSOC 825.00 

MIDWEST COLLABORATIVE 2,873.70 

O’DEA NORDEEN BURINK & PICKENS, PC 150.00 

REPUBLIC SERVICES #645 14,608.56 

SPECTRUM 139.98 

STEIGERS HOME CENTER 7,292.30 

SUPERIOR DRYWALL 3,500.00 

THE COMPUTER DOCTORS 738.13 

VESTIS 822.56 

XCEL ENERGY 3,138.75 

TOTAL  $90,228.13 

 

TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $36,424.15 

MAJOR STREET FUND $453.01 

LOCAL STREET FUND $452.96 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY $3,900.00 

SEWER FUND $3,998.64 

WATER FUND $30,331.96 

TRASH DISPOSAL FUND $14,608.56 

WESTER GATEWAY TRAIL AUTHORITY $58.85 

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Nelson, Serwe, Zak, Movrich, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1) BESSEMER HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY UPDATE Richard Steiger spoke to the Council about the Historical Society’s plan to build 

a new building and where they would like to build it. The Council thanked him 

for his update. No formal action was taken.  

2) CITY MANAGER JOB 

UPDATE It was moved by Nelson to go through current applications and stop posting for 

the position. Motion failed due to a lack of support.  

 

 It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to renew the job postings on MML 

and Indeed while the executive committee starts reviewing current applications.  

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich, Zak. NAYS – 

Nelson. MOTION CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) CEMETERY TREES Cemetery Sexton Dan Matonich informed the Council of trees affected by pests 

at the Hillcrest Cemetery and advised them that they need to be removed. There 

was no formal action taken.   

2) 304 E LEAD ST  

AGREEMENT It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to approve the 304 E Lead St 

agreement. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Nelson, Tacconelli, Zak, Serwe. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED.  

3) RESOLUTION 2023-19 

WATER SERVICE RATES  

 RESOLUTION NO. 2023-19 (40 year) 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INCREASE 



TO THE CITY WATER SERVICE RATES 

 

City of Bessemer 

County of Gogebic, State of Michigan 

 
 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State 

of Michigan, held on July 8th, 2024, at 6:00 PM CST. 

 

PRESENT: Nelson, Movrich, Zak, Tacconelli, Serwe 

 

ABSENT: None 

 

 The following preamble and resolution were offered by Serwe and supported by Zak.       

 

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan (the “City”), had 

determined that it is necessary to acquire and construct improvements to the City’s water distribution system 

(the “System”), consisting generally of the replacement of a water main and reservoir tank, together with 

the related improvements, structures, equipment and appurtenances and restorations (the “Project”); and 

 

WHEREAS, at Its duly noticed meeting on July 8th, 2024, at the Bessemer City Hall, the City 

Council of the City enacted modifications to the existing charges for water services; 

 

WHEREAS, Readiness to serve charges and commodity charges need to be increased to repay our 

loans through the State of Michigan, Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) to begin in 2025; 

 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

 

1. The City Council of the City hereby adopts the following rates and fees for municipal water 

services: 

 

2024 Increase  

 

Water  

Commercial – Monthly Billing 

 $42.00 Readiness to Serve Charge per Month 

 $7.52 Per 1,000 Gallons 

 

Residential – Bimonthly Billing 

 $84.00 Readiness to Serve Charger – Every Two Months 

 $7.52 Per 1,000 Gallons 

 

Water rates shall be effective September 1st, 2024. 

 

2025 Increase 

 

Water  

Commercial – Monthly Billing 

 $46.00 Readiness to Serve Charge per Month 

 $7.74 Per 1,000 Gallons 



 

Residential – Bimonthly Billing 

 $92.00 Readiness to Serve Charge – Every Two Months 

 $7.74 Per 1,000 Gallons 

 

Water rates shall be effective July 1st, 2025. 

 

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they may conflict with the provisions of this 

resolution be and the same hereby are rescinded. 

 

AYES: Nelson, Tacconelli, Zak, Serwe  

 

NAYS: Movrich 

 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

__________________ 

Samantha Dorr 

Deputy Clerk 

City of Bessemer 
 

It was moved by Serwe and supported by Zak, to accept Resolution 2023-19 

Water Service Rates for the 40 year bond scenario.  

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Tacconelli, Nelson, Zak, Serwe. NAYS – 

Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

4) RESOLUTION 2023-20  

TENTATIVELY AWARD 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 

FOR WATER SYSTEM  

IMPROVEMENTS 

DIVISION A (WATER MAIN)  

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-20 

 

City of Bessemer 

County of Gogebic, State of Michigan 

 

A RESOLUTION TO TENTATIVELY AWARD A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR 

WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS—Division A (Water Main Replacement) 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer wishes to construct improvements to its existing water 

distribution system; and 

 

WHEREAS, the water system improvements project formally adopted on April 20th, 2023 will 

be funded  through the state of Michigan’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 

program; and  

 



WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer has sought and received construction bids for the proposed 

improvements and has received a low bid in the amount of $1,028,446.98 from Jake’s 

Excavating and Landscaping, LLC, Ironwood, MI.; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City’s engineer, C2AE, Escanaba, MI has recommended awarding the 

contract to the low bidder.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Bessemer tentatively awards the 

contract for construction of the proposed water system improvements project to Jake’s 

Excavating and Landscaping, LLC, contingent upon successful financial arrangements with 

the DWSRF.  

 

YEAS: Movrich, Zak, Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson 

NAYS: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

ABSENT: None 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

 _______________________________ 

Samantha Dorr 

Deputy Clerk 

City of Bessemer 
 

It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to award Division A bid to 

Jake’s for $1,028,446.98 contingent on finalized project financing.  

 

A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Tacconelli, Serwe, Zak, Movrich, Nelson. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

5) RESOLUTION 2023-21 

TENTATIVELY AWARD 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT  

FOR WATER SYSTEM  

IMPROVEMENTS DIVISION  

B (WATER RESERVOIR)  

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-21 

 

City of Bessemer 

County of Gogebic, State of Michigan 

 

A RESOLUTION TO TENTATIVELY AWARD A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR 

WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS—Division B (Water Reservoir) 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer wishes to construct improvements to its existing water 

distribution system; and 

 



WHEREAS, the water system improvements formally adopted on April 20th, 2023 will be 

funded through the state of Michigan’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 

program; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer has sought and received construction bids for the proposed 

improvements and has received a low bid in the amount of $1,783,000.00 from Staab 

Construction Corporation, Marshfield, WI; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City’s engineer, C2AE, Escanaba, MI has recommended awarding the 

contract to the low bidder.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Bessemer tentatively awards the 

contract for construction of the proposed water system improvements project to Staab 

Construction Corporation, contingent upon successful financial arrangements with the 

DWSRF.  

 

YEAS: Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe, Movrich 

NAYS: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

ABSENT: None 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

 _______________________________ 

Samantha Dorr 

Deputy Clerk 

City of Bessemer 
 

It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to award Division B bid to 

Staab Construction for $1,783,000.00 contingent on finalized project financing. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Zak, Serwe, Nelson, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

6) DWAM ENGINEERING 

AMENDMENT NO. 2  It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to approve DWAM Engineering 

Amendment No 2 in the amount of $1,500.00. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Movrich, Tacconelli, Serwe, Zak, Nelson. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

7) LYNX SYSTEM QUOTE It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve and pay $2,455.00 

for the Lynx System. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken: AYES – Nelson, Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

REPORTS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to accept the Staff Report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to accept the DPW Report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 



 

PUBLIC COMMENT Nelson thanked the City for everything they did for the 4th of July celebrations. 

 

 Bill McDonald commented on houses that are blighted. 

 

 Andy Hill asked for clarification on the 304 E Lead St agreement. 

 

ADJOURN 7:43 PM It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to adjourn.   

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

________________________                   _______________________________  

     Peter Tacconelli, Mayor   Samantha Dorr, Deputy Clerk 

  


