
 

 

Park and Recreation Commission Meeting - Sept. 19th, 2024 
Bessemer City Council Chambers 

 
 
Call to Order - Meeting was called to order by commissioner Longhini at 6 pm. 
 
Roll Call - Fabbri - Present, Jackovich - Present, Longhini - Present, Maki - 
Present, Zak - Present 
 
Approval of Agenda - Motion by Zak, and 2nd by Maki. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes - Regular meeting August 1st, 2024 - Motion by 
Longhini, 2nd by Fabbri. Motion carried. 
 
Old Business - None was discussed  
 
New Business -  

• Letter from Park Vision - Motion by Zak to place letter on file. 
Upon the completion of the master plan, possibility reaching out 
to inquire what planning services they offer. Also, requested the 
city request a catalog of the products offered with a special 
interest in ADA equipment. 2nd by Fabbri. Motion carried. 

• Bluff Valley Park Pond - After much discussion regarding the 
pond, motion by Zak to add the wishes for rehabilitation of the 
pond to the master plan and to pursue funding for a larger project 
than was presently planned. However, should everything fall 
through, then to revert to the plan already in motion headed up by 
commissioner Maki, and pursue that plan instead. The plan of the 
installation of a sediment trap at the inflow of the pond and the 
stocking of bluegill from the Watersmeet hatchery. 2nd by Maki. 
Motion carried. The commission was also made aware of the 
need to put any project over the amount of 5000.00 dollars out for 
public bidding. They also acknowledged, prior to the start of any 
project, the appropriate permits would need to be presented to 
the city accordingly. Commissioner Maki did present the fish 
stocking permit and was going to investigate the EGLE and 
locate the status of the permit for working within the water way.  

• Park and Recreation Survey Results - With much discussion of 
the results and the potential options, these are the items that the 
commission will be adding to the master plan and submitting for 
public review.  

• The Overhaul and Rehabilitation of the Park Pond - Motion 
by Zak, 2nd by Fabbri. Motion carried. 



 

 

• New park play equipment with a focus on ADA equipment - 
Motion by Zak, 2nd by Fabbri. Motion carried. 

• Splash pad - Motion by Zak, 2nd by Jackovich. Motion 
carried. 

• Trailhead Grant - Motion by Fabbri, 2nd by Jackovich. 
Motion carried. 

• Ice Rink 60’ x 100’ - Motion by Fabbri, 2nd by Fabbri. 
Motion carried. 

• Rehab basketball, tennis, and volleyball courts with the 
addition of a pickleball court. Motion by Zak, 2nd by Maki. 
Motion carried. 

• Creation of additional trails with ADA compliance or RV 
camping sites as least favored option.  Motion by Zak, 2nd 
by Maki. Motion carried. 

  
 Commissioner Maki informed the commission that there is a Accessibility 
conference for parks and mentioned interest in attending. Motion by Zak, 2nd by 
Jackovich. Motion carried. The commission thanked Maki for donating his time 
to attend.  
 
 Motion by Fabbri for the commission to attend a city council meeting to 
request the rolling over of unused park funds every fiscal year. 2nd by Jackovich. 
Motion carried. 
 
 Motion by Zak to have Ben Tucker work with Mandy Lake on the 
scheduling of the public hearing and next Park and Rec meeting. 2nd by 
Jackovich. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment - None heard  
 
Adjourn - Motion by Zak, 2nd by Fabbri  


