
City of Bessemer  

Regular Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting 

January 4, 2024, at 5:30 pm 

City Hall 

1. Call to Order – 5:32 pm 

2. Roll Call – Jacovich, Longhini, Maki, Zak (Tacconelli if absent) 

a. Present: Jacovich, Longhini, Maki 

b. Absent: Zak 

c. Motion to excuse Zak by Longhini; Seconded by Maki. Motion carried. 

3. Election of new Parks & Recreation Committee Chair 

a. Nomination for Longhini by Longhini; Seconded by Maki. 

b. Nomination for Jacovich by Jacovich; Seconded by Longhini. 

c. Motion for Longhini by Longhini; Seconded by Jacovich. Motion carried. 

d. Eric Longhini is now the new Parks & Recreation Committee Chairperson. 

4. Approval of Agenda 

a. Motion by Jacovich; Seconded by Maki. Motion carried.  

5. Approval of Minutes – September 7, 2023 

a. Motion by Maki; Seconded by Jacovich. Motion carried.  

6. Old Business 

a. Request for fish in the pond. 

i. Maki stated the DNR approved the request for fish in the pond. The DNR 

wants a Health Certification form completed. The Committee will not be 

able to plan for fish until May. Longhini asked about fundraising options. 

Maki replied that the City Council gave the Committee $10,000 towards 

the committee. 

ii. Chairperson Longhini asked if they could stock the pond for the health of 

the habitat. Maki replied it was not to his knowledge. 

iii. Motion by Chairperson Longhini to recommend the expenditures of $400 

for fish and $5200 for excavation; Seconded by Maki. Motion carried.  

b. Refrigerator in Bluff Valley Park 

i. Chairperson Longhini explained that the fridge at Bluff Valley Park is 

leaking freon and explained it would be easier to replace it rather than 

repair it.  

ii. Motion by Chairperson Longhini to replace the refrigerator at Bluff Valley 

Park; Seconded by Maki. Motion carried.  

7. New Business 

a. Introductions 

i. The City Manager introduced himself to the committee. Each committee 

member introduced themselves to each other and the City Manager. 

b. Update on DNR Trailhead Grant 



i. Chris Frazer (City Manager) updated the committee that the city did not 

get approved for the Iron Belle Trail grant application. In addition, he 

explained to the committee that their 5-Year Recreation Plan had expired 

and explained why it was important to begin creating a new one. 

c. Approval of 2024 Meeting Schedule 

i. The committee reviewed their 2024 meeting schedule. The committee 

noticed that one of their meetings was on July 4th. Motion made by 

Jacovich to change July’s meeting from July 4th to July 11th; Seconded by 

Maki; Motion carried. 

ii. The committee then discussed changing the meeting time of the Parks & 

Rec meetings from 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm to accommodate Councilor Zak’s 

work schedule. Motion made by Jacovich to change the meeting times 

from 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm; Seconded by Maki. Motion carried. 

d. Discussion of the new Parks & Recreation Master Plan 

i. The City Manager explained further that without a new Recreation Plan, 

the city cannot apply for any future grants from the State of Michigan. For 

the Iron Bell Trail grant application, it may take six to nine months to 

complete. He then stated that once the Recreation plan is completed, the 

city can apply for the funding again in 2025. 

ii. Motion made by Jacovich to begin a new 5-Year Recreation Plan for the 

City of Bessemer; Seconded by Maki. Motion carried. 

e. Discussion of Annual Joint Committee Meeting with City Council and the other 

Bessemer Boards & Commissions 

i. The City Manager informed the Committee that the city will be hosting its 

annual joint meeting with the other city boards and commissions. He 

asked the committee what days of the week would work and collected a 

consensus on what days work best for the committee. 

ii. Motion made by Longhini to recommend Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 

to accommodate the Parks & Recreation Committee for the joint 

committee meeting; Seconded by Maki. Motion carried.  

8. Public Comment 

a. Mayor Tacconelli – Mayor Tacconelli introduced himself to the Parks & 

Recreation Committee. He stated that he wants to work with the City Manager to 

move Bessemer in a better direction including with the parks and recreation 

opportunities in Bessemer. Chairperson Longhini and the rest of the Parks & 

Recreation Committee thanked Mayor Tacconelli for coming and are looking 

forward to working with him and the City Council. 

9. Adjourn – 6:27 pm 

a. Motion made by Maki; Seconded by Jacovich. Motion carried. 

 

The next Parks & Recreation Committee meeting will be held on February 1, 2024, at 6:00 pm at 

City Hall. 


