
 

 

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH, 2024 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Tacconelli called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson 

    Absent – Zak, Movrich 
 

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 

AGENDA  Nelson added Item number 7 under New Business, DWSRF Phase III Change 

Order #1. It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, that the agenda be 

approved as amended.  

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Tacconelli, Nelson, Serwe. NAYS – None. 

Absent – Zak, Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS B. McDonald started to comment about roofs in Bessemer, but since it was not a 

topic on the agenda, was asked to wait until public comment at the end of the 

meeting. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to approve the Consent 

Agenda as presented and place on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting, November 12, 2024 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Tacconelli, Nelson, Serwe. NAYS – None. 

Absent – Zak, Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to accept the letter from D. 

Osier and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, that the claims in the amount 

of $38,993.10 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available. 

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 
GENERAL FUND 

ADVANCED BENEFIT SOLUTIONS 225.12 

AIRGAS USA, LLC 238.53 

BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS 403.71 

BESSEMER SMALL ENGINE 398.45 

CORE & MAIN LP 431.57 

DAILY GLOBE, INC 336.50 

EXPERIENCE LIFE 56.95 

FABICK CAT 117.95 

GOGEBIC RANGE WATER AUTHORITY 18,854.00 

H & L MESABI 3,138.00 

HIGH TIDE TECHNOLOGIES 160.00 

MBIS 175.00 

MICHIGAN ASSOC OF MUNICIPAL CLERKS 100.00 

MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 630.00 

MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL WC FUND 4,361.00 

MICHIGAN’S WESTERN GATEWAY TRAIL AU 50.00 



 

 

PETER WHITE PUBLIC LIBRARY 20.99 

QUILL CORPORATION 116.38 

READER’S DIGEST 20.00 

ROCCO MEDICAL CLINIC 200.00 

RUOTSALA CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 3,445.41 

SPECTRUM PRINTERS, INC 105.00 

SUPERIORLAND LIBRARY COOPERATIVE 1,799.13 

THE COMPUTER DOCTORS 180.00 

WHITE WATER ASSOCIATES INC 50.00 

XCEL ENERGY 3,379.41 

TOTAL $38,993.10 

 

TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $9,421.71 

MAJOR STREET FUND $4,404.44 

LOCAL STREET FUND $1,266.44 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY $175.00 

SEWER FUND $3,471.14 

WATER FUND $20,254.37 

TOTAL  $38,993.10 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson. NAYS – None. 

Absent – Zak, Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1) CLERK/TREASURER 

EMPLOYMENT  

AGREEMENT It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to accept the presented contract 

and appoint Samantha Zakovec as the new Clerk/Treasurer. 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Tacconelli, Nelson. NAYS – None. 
Absent – Zak, Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) ACTION FROM  

DOCUMENTS AND  

CORRESPONDENCE It was moved by Serwe and supported by Tacconelli, to reappoint Dave Osier to 

the Downtown Development Authority. MOTION CARRIED. 

2) DEPUTY CLERK 

POSITION It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to post the Deputy Clerk 

position internally for 7 days. MOTION CARRIED. 

3) RESOLUTION 2023-27  

ADOPT 80%/20% HEALTH  

INSURANCE, PA 152   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-27 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BESSEMER, MICHIGAN TO 

ADOPT 80%/20% EMPLOYER/EMPLOYEE HEALTH CARE COST OPTION AS SET FORTH 

IN 2011 PUBLIC ACT 152, THE PUBLICLY FUNDED HEALTH INSURANCE 

CONTRIBUTION ACT.  

 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Council Member _______ and supported by 

Council Member _______.   

 



 

 

WHEREAS, 2011 Public Act 152 (the “Act”) was passed by the State Legislature and signed by the 

Governor on September 24, 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Act contains three options for complying with the requirements of the Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, the three options are as follows: 

1. Section 3 – “Hard Caps” Option – limits a public employer’s total annual health care 

costs for employees based on coverage levels, as defined in the Act; 

2. Section 4 – “80%/20%” Option – limits a public employer’s share of total annual 

health care costs to not more than 80%. This option requires an annual majority vote 

of the governing body; 

3. Section 8 – “Exemption” Option – a local unit of government, as defined in the Act 

may exempt itself from the requirements of the Act by an annual 2/3 vote of the 

governing body; 

WHEREAS, the Council has decided to adopt the 80%/20% option as its choice of compliance under the 

Act.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Bessemer, Michigan, 

elects to comply with the requirements of 2011 Public Act 152, the Publicly Funded Health Insurance 

Contribution Act, by adopting the 80%/20% option for the medical benefit plan coverage year January 1, 

2025, through December 31, 2025. 

 

AYES:   

 

NAYS:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

ABSTAIN: 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

 

        ___________________________ 

        Samantha Zakovec 

        Deputy Clerk 

        City of Bessemer 

 

I hereby certify the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City 

Council of the City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held 

November 25, 2024, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given 

pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 

1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required 

by said Act.  

 

        ___________________________ 

        Samantha Zakovec 

        Deputy Clerk 

        City of Bessemer 



 

 

 
It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve and adopt 

Resolution 2023-27 and authorize the proper signatures.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Nelson, Tacconelli. NAYS – None. 

Absent – Zak, Movrich. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

4) DWSRF PHASE II  

DRAW #6 - $75,388.43 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to pay DWSRF Phase II draw 

#6 in the amount of $75,388.43 and reduce retainage from 10% to 2%. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson. NAYS – None. 

Absent – Zak, Movrich. MOTION CARRIED.  

5) DWSRF PHASE III 

DRAW #2 - $326,522.33 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to pay DWSRF Phase III 

Draw #2 in the amount of $326,522.33. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe. NAYS – None. 

Absent – Movrich, Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

6) COMMITTED EQUIPMENT 

REPAIR AND PURCHASE 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to open a committed savings 

account for Equipment Repairs and Purchases. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Nelson, Tacconelli. NAYS – None. 

Absent – Movrich, Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

6) DWSRF PHASE III 

CHANGE ORDER #1 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve DWSRF Phase III 

Change Order #1 in the amount of $3,947.50 to the good.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe. NAYS – None. 

Absent – Zak, Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

REPORTS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to accept the Staff Report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to accept the DPW report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT B. McDonald spoke about street lights that he has noticed have been not 

working and issues with a roofing contractor that has been working in Bessemer 

this year.  

 

ADJOURN 6:25 PM It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to adjourn. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________                   ____________________________  

 Peter Tacconelli, Mayor    Samantha Zakovec, Deputy Clerk 

  


