
A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, November 13, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

 

Osier called to order at 6:00 PM 

Present: Serwe, Stevens, Osier, Matonich, Whitburn, Swanson 

Absent: None 

A quorum was present. 

It was moved by Matonich and supported by Serwe, to approve the agenda as presented 

MOTION CARRIED.  

It was moved by Serwe and supported by Whitburn, to approve September’s meeting minutes 

as presented. A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Matonich, Swanson, Whitburn, 

Stevens, Osier. NAYS – none. MOTION CARRIED. 

The board discussed finances. It was moved by Matonich and supported by Serwe, to approve 

the presented financial report. A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Matonich, Stevens, 

Swanson, Whitburn, Osier. NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

Ironbay Detailing was scheduled to give an update but was not present at this meeting.  

There were no new Façade Assistance applications.  

Bessemer Area Historical Society was present to discuss the lease agreement between the 

Authority and the Historical Society in regards to 403 S Sophie St. It was moved by Serwe to 

renew the lease agreement for two years. The motion died due to lack of support. It was moved 

by Serwe and supported by Whitburn, to renew the lease agreement with the Bessemer Area 

Historical Society for one year with the same terms as previously outlined. A roll call vote was 

taken. AYES – Whitburn, Stevens, Swanson, Osier, Serwe, Matonich.  NAYS – None.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

The board was presented with the invoice from Foley’s Tree Service for pruning trees downtown 

and treating the Birch trees in the Ethnic Commons. It was moved by Stevens and supported by 

Matonich, to pay the invoice in the amount of $960. A roll call vote was taken. AYES—Osier, 

Swanson, Stevens, Serwe, Matonich, Whitburn.  NAYS—None.  MOTION CARRIED.      

Discussion was held regarding the remaining Christmas Ornament Lights. It was moved by 

Serwe to pay $1,350 for the labor and materials to repair the lights. The motion died due to lack 

of support. It was moved by Matonich and supported by Whitburn, to pay for the materials to fix 

the lights up to a total of $700. A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Stevens, Matonich, Whitburn, 

Swanson, Osier, Serwe. NAYS – None. MOTION CARRIED. 



The board discussed the listing for the Gamble’s Lot, or 221 S Sophie St. It was moved by 

Stevens and supported by Serwe, to go live with the listing and price the lot at $9,900. A roll call 

vote was taken. AYES – Whitburn, Serwe, Matonich, Stevens, Osier. NAYS – Swanson. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

The board was presented with an updated list of DDA properties that could be sold or have title 

searches completed. No action was taken.  

The board was shown the MML Bridge Builders book that contained the recent project 

completed by the DDA and other projects throughout Michigan. No action was taken.  

The board discussed attendance of the meetings and the cancelled meetings of that year. They 

also discussed the schedule of the upcoming year.  

It was moved by Matonich and supported by Stevens, to meet every odd month of the year at 

the same time and date as previously established. MOTION CARRIED. 

The board discussed the need to recruit new members for the Authority. Staff presented a flyer 

with a commission application attached to help recruit.  

Public Comment:  None. 

It was moved by Matonich and supported by Whitburn, to adjourn at 7:15 pm. MOTION 

CARRIED. 


