
 

 

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, MARCH 24TH, 2025 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Tacconelli called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Tacconelli, Nelson, Movrich 

    Absent – Zak, Serwe 
     

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 

AGENDA  It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, that the agenda be approved 

as presented.  

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Tacconelli, Movrich. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak, Serwe. MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS There was no public comment.   

 
CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to approve the Consent 

Agenda as presented and place on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting, March 10th, 2025 

2. Bank Reconciliation – February 2025 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Tacconelli, Movrich, Nelson. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak, Serwe. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to accept the letter from 

Donald Saari and place it on file.  

 
A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Movrich, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Serwe, Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Movrich and supported by Nelson, that the claims in the 

amount of $32,675.42 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer 

be authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available. 

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 
GENERAL FUND 

ADVANCED BENEFIT SOLUTIONS 254.93 

BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS 345.57 

BLAZE TIMMINS FORESTRY INC 350.00 

C & M OIL COMPANY 647.55 

CONSUMER REPORTS 29.00 

DAILY GLOBE, INC 420.00 

GOGEBIC RANGE WATER AUTHORITY 18,854.00 

HANNULA AGENCY 765.00 

JAKES EXCAVATING 2,470.00 

LAKES DISTRIBUTING, INC. 89.00 

LITTLE FALLS MACHINE INC. 17.46 

MONROE TRUCK EQUIP. – MONROE 2,199.43 

NASI CONSTRUCTION, LLC 476.00 

O’DEA NORDEEN BURINK & PICKENS, PC 471.50 

RAPID GRAFIKS 225.00 



 

 

RICK’S AUTO 361.00 

SPECTRUM ENTERPRISE 150.00 

UP REGION OF LIBRARY COOPERATION 75.00 

WHITE WATER ASSOCIATES INC 50.00 

XCEL ENERGY 4,424.98 

TOTAL $32,675.42 

  

TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $10,988.34 

LOCAL STREET FUND $225.00 

WATER FUND $21,462.08 

TOTAL  $32,675.42 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Movrich, Nelson, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Serwe, Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

OLD BUSINESS There was no old business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) ACTION FROM  

DOCUMENTS AND  

CORRESPONDENCE It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to renew Donald Saari’s 

Building Inspector Contract at the amount of $7,300 annually, and an hourly rate 

of $30 when completing rental inspections.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Tacconelli, Movrich, Nelson. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak, Serwe. MOTION CARRIED. 

2) RESOLUTION 2023-35 

  

RESOLUTION #2023-35 

APPROVAL OF 2024/2025 3RD QUARTER BUDGET AMENDMENT 

City of Bessemer 

County of Gogebic, State of Michigan 

 

 The City Council the City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, met at a regular 

meeting in the Council Chambers, City Hall, City of Bessemer, Michigan on the 24th day of March, 2025, 

at 6:00 pm.  

 PRESENT: Nelson, Tacconelli, Movrich 

 ABSENT: Zak, Serwe 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk/Treasurer reviewed the 2024/2025 City Budget and has prepared a 3rd 

Quarter Budget Amendment for the Council’s consideration; and 

WHEREAS, the City Charter allows that after a budget has been adopted for a fiscal year the City 

Council may make adjustments, as it deems necessary; and 

WHEREAS, the City Auditor will be furnished a copy of the Amended Budget for his/her review. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the Amended Budget as presented at this meeting is hereby adopted. 



 

 

2. That in accordance with the Amended Budget, the 2024/2025 fiscal year budget are the estimated 

revenues and expenditures for the 2024/ 2025 fiscal year of the City: 

 

  Revenues     Appropriations 

General Fund*    $ 1,700,582    $ 1,700,582 

Major Street Fund*   $    457,835    $    449,080 

Local Street Fund*   $    332,385    $    330,743 

DDA Fund    $      77,850    $      67,100 

Sewer Fund*    $    812,655    $    666,560 

Water Fund*    $ 2,244,188    $ 2,454,870 

Trash Fund*    $    192,940    $    192,907 

Building Authority Fund  $        8,900    $        8,900 

 

3. Funds marked with an asterisk (*) are being amended within this budget amendment.  

 

AYES: Movrich, Nelson, Tacconelli 

NAYS: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

ABSENT: Zak, Serwe 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED THIS 24TH DAY OF MARCH, 2025. 

 

        ___________________________ 

        Samantha Zakovec 

        City Clerk 

        City of Bessemer 

 

It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to approve Resolution 

2023-35 3rd Quarter Budget Amendment. 

  

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Movrich, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Serwe, Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3) RESOLUTION 2023-36  

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-36 

City of Bessemer 
County of Gogebic, State of Michigan 

 



 

 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MICHIGAN DNR TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION AND 

AUTHORIZATION - MATCH WITH DONATED FUNDS 

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer supports the submission of an application titled, “Bessemer Iron 
Belle Trailhead Development” to the Michigan DNR Trust Fund Grant for development of the 
Trailhead to include the Incredible Bank Foundation Pavilion, restrooms, water bottle filling station, 
learn to bike playground and ice rink; all to be located adjacent to the Iron Belle Trail behind City Hall; 
and,  

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Be Active Five Year Recreation Plan Update 
2025-2030 approved by the Michigan DNR; and,  

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer residents and visitors have raised over $22,000 in cash donations, 
have been gifted over $17,000 in materials and labor from area businesses and professionals, is 
committing $12,000 from a General Fund Parks and Recreation Savings Account and is budgeting 
for at least $10,000 in labor and materials under the City of Bessemer General Fund Parks and 
Recreation budget, and has also applied for approximately $45,000 in grants that were previously 
approved in prior applications for this development project; and,  

WHEREAS, if the grant is awarded the applicant commits its local match and donated amounts from 
the following sources:  

ENTITY AMOUNT IN-KIND LOCATION 
Gogebic Range Bank $100  

 
City 

Bessemer Area Historical Society $150  City 
Jacquart Fabric Products $1,000  

 
City 

Kiwanis $1,000 
 

City 
Aspirus $1,000  

 
City 

Zak’s Realty $100  City 
Cheryl Olsen $1,000  

 
City 

Thors Family $1,000  
 

City 
Mike & Michelle Parra $1,000  City 
Zielinski Family $300  City 
Abelman Family $600  City 
Carl & Enni Gregas $150  City 
James Maccani $500 

 
City 

General Insurance Agency $1,000  
 

City 
Doug Olsen $3,000  City 
Brick Purchases/Donations $10,346.18  City 
Total held by City $22,246.18   
    
Bessemer Plywood $1,320  Plywood Commitment Letter 
John Hellman/ Harju's $6,000  Dirt work Commitment Letter 
Steiger’s Home Center $10,000 Materials Commitment Letter 
Total Commitments $17,320   



 

 

    
Gogebic Range Health Foundation $   10,000  Previous Commitment 

Letter/Application re-
submitted for this grant cycle 

Incredible Bank Foundation $   35,000   Previous Commitment 
Letter/Application re-
submitted for this grant cycle 

Other grants re-applied for $45,000   
    

Burton Industries $     1,000   Gogebic Range Health 
Foundation 

John Rintamaki $   10,013   Gogebic Range Health 
Foundation 

Funds held by Gogebic Range Health 
Foundation for this Development 
Project 

$11,013   

    
Parks and Recreation Savings $12,000  City 
Force Account Labor/Materials $10,000  City  
Funds from City’s General Fund $22,000   
    
Total $117,579.18   

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Bessemer City Council hereby authorizes submission 
of a DNR Trust Fund Grant Application for $227,800 and further resolves to make available a local 
match through financial commitment and donation(s) of at least $117,300 (33%) for a total $345,100 
project cost, during the 2025-2026 fiscal year.  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 
 

__________________________________ 

Peter Tacconelli, Mayor 
City of Bessemer, Michigan 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to approve Resolution 

2023-36 and authorize Mandy to apply for the DNR Trust Fund Grant. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Movrich, Tacconelli, Nelson. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Zak, Serwe. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

*Councilor Serwe arrives at 6:11 PM.* 

 

4) RESOLUTION 2023-37 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-37 

City of Bessemer 



 

 

County of Gogebic, State of Michigan 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MICHIGAN DNR RECREATION PASSPORT GRANT 
PROGRAM APPLICATION AND AUTHORIZATION—MATCH WITH DONATED FUNDS 

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer supports the submission of an application titled, “Bluff Valley Park 
Bridge and Trail Improvements” to the Michigan DNR Recreation Passport Grant for the replacement 
of two bridges and paving the current pathways, all located within Bluff Valley Park and around the 
pond, to create the first step in a universally designed and upgraded park; and,  

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Be Active Five Year Recreation Plan Update 
2025-2030 approved by the Michigan DNR; and,  

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer is hereby making a financial commitment to the project in the 
amount of $35,000 matching funds to include $15,000 from the general fund parks and recreation 
budget, and also $20,000 in force account labor/materials; and,  

WHEREAS, if the grant is awarded the applicant commits its local match and donated amounts from 
the following sources:  

Park Fundraising (Patronicity) for at least $4,000 in donations. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Bessemer City Council hereby authorizes submission 
of a Recreation Passport Grant for $111,500 and further resolves to make available a local match 
through financial commitment and donation(s) of at least $39,000 (26%) for a total $150,500 project 
cost, during the 2025-2026 fiscal year.  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

__________________________________ 

Peter Tacconelli, Mayor 
City of Bessemer, Michigan 
 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to approve Resolution 

2023-37. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Movrich, Serwe, Nelson, Tacconelli. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

5) MERS HEALTH CARE 

SAVINGS PROGRAM  

PARTICIPATION  

AGREEMENT It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to approve the updated 

HCSP agreement and authorize the proper signatures. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Tacconelli, Movrich, Nelson. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

6) SPRING CLEAN-UP It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to host two clean-ups this 

year, one in Spring and one in Fall, dates to be determined by weather. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Tacconelli, Movrich, Serwe. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

 



 

 

7) MSHDA MI  

NEIGHBORHOOD 

DISCUSSION It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to have Mandy go through 

with MSHDA MI Neighborhood  Plan and apply for funding. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Movrich, Nelson, Serwe, Tacconelli. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

8) CINNABAR STREET 

MDOT CATEGORY B 

GRANT RECOMMENDATION 

LETTER It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to award the bid to Jake’s 

Excavating in the amount of $98,863.10. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Nelson, Tacconelli. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

9) DWSRF PHASE II DRAW 

REQUEST #8 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve and pay DWSRF 

Phase II Draw Request #8 in the amount of $1,184.52. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Movrich, Nelson, Tacconelli, Serwe. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

10) DWSRF PHASE III 

DRAW REQUEST #6 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve and pay DWSRF 

Phase III Draw Request #6 in the amount of $53,413.34. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Serwe, Movrich, Tacconelli. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

11) CEMETERY MOWING  

BID No action was taken at this time.  

 

12) COMMON LABORER 

POSITION It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to post the Common 

Laborer Position internally to the union for 7 days then post externally.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Tacconelli, Movrich, Serwe. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Zak. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

REPORTS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to accept the City 

Manager’s Report and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to accept the DPW report 

and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT There was no public comment 

 

 

ADJOURN 6:48 PM It was moved by Movrich and supported by Nelson, to adjourn. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________                   ____________________________  

 Peter Tacconelli, Mayor    Samantha Zakovec, Clerk 

  


