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2024 Annual Report 
 

The City of Bessemer’s Planning Commission is currently comprised of five members who 
meet monthly (four members and one vacant seat) on the 1st Tuesday at 6:00 PM in the 
Council Chambers located in the City Hall at 411 S. Sophie Street.  A typical meeting 
consists of review of the previous meeting minutes, public hearings, any new or old 
business, any communications, and reports from staff regarding development or any 
programs the City is involved, and finally a call to the public and member’s comments. 
 
Planning Commissioners include:  George Beninghaus (Chair), Peter Tacconelli (Mayor and 
council representative), Judy Palmateer, Richard Babbitt, and Dominic Fabbri (partial year). 
Each member has previously received training on the roles and responsibilities of 
commissioners, including the open meetings act. 
 
The Planning Commission did not meet as much this year due to a lack of quorum, lack of 
agenda items, and staff changes.  They spent a significant amount of time researching an 
apartment project to be located on the Iron Belle Trail and financed with MSHDA funding. 
 
January 2nd, 2024 
The Capital Improvement Plan was discussed and approved.  The 2024 Annual Joint 
Committee meeting dates were discussed.  The 2024 Planning Commission Meeting 
Schedule was approved. 
 
February 6th, March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, 2024—Cancelled/Lack of Agenda Items and 
Lack of Quorum 
 
June 4th, 2024 
A public hearing was held for the Iron Belle Apartment Site Plan.  No public comment was 
made.  The commissioners discussed the Iron Belle Apartment Site Plan in more detail 
after their initial review.  They addressed lighting, snow storage, and landscaping.  The site 
plan was then approved by the commission.  The drafted Capital Improvement Plan was 
discussed and updates made by the commission were approved.  Goals and 
accomplishments were reviewed for the Master Plan and suggestions would be offered to 
the City Council. 
 
July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, 2024—Cancelled/Lack of 
Agenda Items and Lack of Quorum 
 
December 3rd, 2024 
Updates to the Public Participation Plan were discussed and approved.  The 2025 Meeting 
Schedule was approved.  Member recruitment was discussed as there are only three 
members on Planning Commission (Beninghaus, Tacconelli, Babbitt). 



 
 
 


