
 

 

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, APRIL 28TH, 2025 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Tacconelli called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Tacconelli, Movrich, Nelson, Serwe, Zak 

    Absent – None 
     

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 

AGENDA  Zak asked that Summer Help be added as #2 under Old Business and that Blight 

Officer Position be added as #7 under New Business. It was moved by Nelson 

and supported by Serwe, that the agenda be approved as amended.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS There was no public comment.   

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

2025/2026 BUDGET  It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to open the public hearing 

for the 2025-26 Budget at 6 PM. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to close the public hearing 

for the 2025-2026 Budget at 6:02 PM. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

ORDINANCE 388 

DELINQUENT UTILITY 

LIENS  It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to open the public hearing for 

Ordinance 388 Delinquent Utility Liens at 6:03 PM. MOTION CARRIED. 

  

 There was no public comment. 

 

It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to close the public hearing for 

Ordinance 388 Delinquent Utility Liens at 6:04 PM. MOTION CARRIED 

 

 
 

CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve the Consent Agenda 

as presented and place it on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Joint Meeting, April 10th, 2025. 

2. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting, April 14th, 2025. 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to accept the letter from 

Robert O’Conner and place it on file.  

 
A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. ABSENT –None. MOTION CARRIED. 



 

 

 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, that the claims in the amount 

of $7,150.56 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available. 

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 
GENERAL FUND 

ADVANCED BENEFIT SOLUTIONS 247.47 

BESSEMER PLYWOOD CORP. 56.25 

BS&A SOFTWARE 297.00 

DAILY GLOBE, INC. 114.99 

ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES 1,389.11 

ERWIN TOWNSHIP 320.62 

FRANKLIN SALES & SERVICE 98.00 

H & L MESABI 810.00 

LISA SELIN 175.00 

MELISSA LUPINO 38.78 

MICHAEL MARCHELLO 175.00 

MICHIGAN/WISCONSIN SPRING & BRAKE 1,523.34 

O’DEA NORDEEN BURINK & PICKENS, PC 115.00 

OFFICE PLANNING GROUP 208.09 

SPECTRUM BUSINESS 150.00 

SUPERIORLAND LIBRARY COOPERATIVE 1,382.00 

WHITE WATER ASSOCIATES, INC. 50.00 

TOTAL $7,150.65 

  

  

TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $5,674.26 

MAJOR STREET FUND $405.00 

LOCAL STREET FUND $405.00 

WATER FUND $666.39 

TOTAL  $7,150.65 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. ABSENT - None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

1) CEMETERY MOWING It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to accept the contract with 

Bessemer Small Engine for cemetery mowing.   

  

 

A roll call was taken. AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli. NAYS 

- None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Lake did point out the equipment needed for the cemetery will be brought up at 

the next council meeting. Bessemer Small Engine will cut up to 5 times at the 

cemetery at a cost of $3,683/mow. 

 

 



 

 

2) SUMMER WORKERS It was moved by Zak, supported by Nelson , to go ahead and hire 4 summer 

workers at a maximum of 120 hours for $15/hour unless they have previous 

experience with the city, then it would be $17/hour. 

 

 A roll call was taken. AYES – Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Tacconelli. NAYS 

- None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) ACTION FROM  

DOCUMENTS AND  

CORRESPONDENCE It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak to approve Robert O’Connor’s 

request and waive the fees and penalties as long as he has made a payment plan 

and continues to keep up with it.  

 

Nelson did add that that’s no different from anyone else, that this is what is done 

for everybody.  

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Movrich, Tacconelli.   

NAYS – None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

  

2) RESOLUTION 2023-41  

2025-2026 BUDGET  

CITY OF BESSEMER 
RESOLUTION NO. 2023-41 

2025-2026 BUDGET RESOLUTION 
 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Bessemer, Michigan, hereby makes provision for an 
appropriation to the funds, hereinafter named, the set amounts as in said Budget set forth 
and as required to defray the expenditures and liabilities of the corporation for the Fiscal 
Year ending June 30, 2026, payable from the proper funds and from any other fund created 
by law, as follows: 

CITY OF BESSEMER 
F.Y. 2025-2026 

EXPENDITURES ESTIMATES 
General Fund, for defraying the general expenses of the City  $1,702,833.00 
Major Street Fund        $   500,513.00 
Local Street Fund        $   355,050.00 
Downtown Development Authority Fund     $     72,215.00 
Sewer Utility Fund        $   646,365.00 
Water Utility Fund        $   991,706.00 
Trash Disposal Fund        $   193,500.00 
Building Authority Fund       $       8,900.00 
TOTAL AMOUNT APPROPRIATED      $4,471,082.00 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following respective Millage Rate shall be the 
effective rate and the amount to be raised with the next general tax levy: 



 

 

 
Purpose    Anticipated Revenue   Local Millage 
General Fund            $620,000.00       17.3564 
Library             $  38,000.00         1.0000 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Assessor be and is hereby directed to assess and 
spread upon the City Tax Roll as provided by law, the sum of $658,000.00 to be credited to 
the funds named in the respective sum specified in this Resolution. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the allotment of the General Fund Monies appropriated in 
this Resolution to the several municipal departments and their functional division be 
respectively, as follows: 

ADMINISTRATION AND GENERAL 
City Council         $     10,300.00 
City Manager         $     93,735.00 
General Administration       $   593,310.00 
Elections         $       2,045.00 
Audit          $     12,850.00 
City Assessor         $     27,828.00 
City Attorney         $     10,000.00 
City Clerk         $     36,055.00 
Planning         $          500.00 
Building Inspector        $       8,800.00 
City Treasurer        $     39,155.00 
TOTAL ADMINISTRATION AND GENERAL     $   834,578.00 

OTHER GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
Cemetery         $     88,120.00 
Buildings and Grounds       $     51,275.00 
TOTAL OTHER GENERAL GOVERNMENT     $   139,395.00 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Police Contract        $   108,912.00 
Fire Department        $     22,475.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY       $   131,387.00 

PUBLIC WORKS 
Streets and Sidewalks       $   226,990.00 
Street Lighting        $     48,550.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC WORKS       $   275,540.00 

RECREATION AND CULTURE 
Parks and Recreation Department      $     46,900.00 
Library          $     97,833.00 
TOTAL RECREATION AND CULTURE     $   144,733.00 

DEBT RETIREMENT 
Debt Service – Front End Loader      $     13,300.00 
Debt Service – Street Sweeper      $       8,900.00 



 

 

Debt Service – Fire Hall Roof      $       5,100.00 
Debt Service – Snowblower       $     16,400.00 
Debt Service – Dump Truck 2025      $     32,185.00 
Debt Service – CAT Loader        $     43,015.00 
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE       $   118,900.00 

OTHER APPROPRIATIONS 
Blight Remediation        $       7,000.00 
Transfer to Other Funds       $     51,300.00 
TOTAL FY 2025-2026 GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATION   $1,702,833.00 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Bessemer hereby adopts this 
resolution for the appropriation of funds for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025, and 
ending June 30, 2026, on this date, April 28th. 
 
Motion made by Councilor ________ and supported by Councilor _______. 
 
AYES: 
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN: 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Samantha Zakovec 
        City Clerk 
        City of Bessemer 
 
I hereby certify the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council of the City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, at a regular 
meeting held April 28, 2025, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of 
said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were 
kept and will be or have been made available as required by said Act.  
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Samantha Zakovec 
        City Clerk 
        City of Bessemer 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

It was moved by Serwe and supported by Zak, to approve Resolution 2023-41 

2025-2026 Budget. 

 

A roll call was taken. AYES – Nelson, Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Tacconelli . 

NAYS - None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3) SECOND READING –  

ORDINANCE 388 DELIQUENT 

UTILITY LIENS  

 
ORDINANCE NO. 388 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE A UTILITY LIEN FOR DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS AND 

ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR PLACING UNPAID AMOUNTS ON THE SUMMER TAX 
ROLL. 

 
THE CITY OF BESSEMER ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1: Purpose 
 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a procedure for placing utility service 
delinquency amounts on the summer tax roll for properties in the City of Bessemer, 
Michigan, to ensure the collection of unpaid utility charges. 
 
Section 2: Definitions 
 
Delinquent Account: Any account for utility services (including water, sewer, or other 
municipal services) provided by the City of Bessemer where the past due balance is at 
least six (6) months past due as of June 30th of that year for the property in question. 
 
Delinquent Amount: The unpaid balance for utility services that is $300 or more. 
Summer Tax Roll: The annual tax roll used for the collection of taxes during the summer 
period as specified by the City Assessor. 
 
Utility Lien: A legal claim against the property for unpaid utility charges, which may be 
collected via the property tax process per MCL 141.121. 
 
Section 3: Utility Liens 
 
Delinquent Amounts: Utility accounts that have delinquent amounts of $300 or more and 
remain unpaid for six (6) months past due as of June 30th of each year will be subject to a 
utility lien on the property. 
 
Notice: The Clerk shall notify property owners of the properties with delinquent utility 
amounts by mail or other methods as deemed appropriate by the City Manager or their 



 

 

designee, informing them of the lien and the deadline to make payment before the lien is 
placed on the summer tax roll. The first notice sent in May must be certified.  
Certification of Delinquent Accounts: The City Clerk, or their designee, shall review all 
delinquent utility accounts and certify to the City Assessor any accounts that meet the 
criteria for a utility lien (i.e., amounts of $300 or more, six months past due as of June 30th). 
Placement on Tax Roll: The certified delinquent amounts will be placed on the next 
summer tax roll by the City Assessor, with the amount becoming part of the annual 
property tax bill. 
 
Section 4: Collection of Utility Liens 
 
Collection Process: Once the utility lien is placed on the summer tax roll, the delinquent 
amount will be collected in the same manner as property taxes. If the property taxes are 
not paid, the delinquent amounts will be subject to foreclosure procedures according to 
Michigan law. 
 
Interest and Fees: Delinquent utility amounts shall accrue interest at the same rate as 
unpaid property taxes, as prescribed by Michigan law. An additional fee of $35 will be 
added to cover the costs of administration, notification, and processing of liens as 
determined by the City Council. 
 
Section 5: Appeals 
 
Right to Appeal: Property owners may appeal the placement of a utility lien to the City 
Council within thirty (30) days of receiving notice of the lien. The City Council shall 
schedule a hearing to review the appeal and determine whether the lien should remain or 
be removed. 
 
Section 6: Severability 
 
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is found 
to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the 
Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to approve Ordinance 388 and be effective 
fifteen (15) days after publication. 
 
Ordained and Enacted into an Ordinance at a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Bessemer this 28th day of April 2025. 
 
First Reading:  
 
Public Hearing: 
 



 

 

Second Reading: 
 
Published:  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Samantha Zakovec, City Clerk 

 

It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to consider this the second 

reading and adopt Ordinance 388 Delinquent Utility Liens.  

 

It was noted that delinquent utility liens are also covered by the City Charter 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 . 

 

4) GOGEBIC COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to approve the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Gogebic County Council of Veterans Affairs and get the 

appropriate signatures. 

 

 A roll call was taken. AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli. NAYS 

- None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED.  

 
 

 

5) DWSRF PHASE III 

DRAW #7 - $48,875.39 

It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to approve DWSRF Phase III 

Draw #7 in the amount of $48,875.39. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

6) COMMON LABORER 

POSITION Following discussion on whether the City Manager was able to hire for the 

common laborer position without first recommending the candidate to the 

council and covered by the Charter; 

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe to allow Mandy to hire for the 

common laborer position following the process of background/reference checks. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Movrich, Tacconelli. 

NAYS – None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 



 

 

7) BLIGHT OFFICER 

POSITION It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to hire Ross Solberg as the 

city’s Blight Officer for $35/hour for a maximum of $5,000 for the year 

 A roll call was taken. AYES – Nelson, Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Tacconelli. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 Darren Pionk, C2AE Engineer, did join in the meeting and did discuss DWSRF 

Phase III Draw #7 for C2AE & Staab Construction, in a little more depth, even 

though the  draw request was approved earlier in the meeting. 

 

 

REPORTS It was moved by Zak and supported by Movrich, to accept the City Manager’s 

Report and place it on file.  

A roll call was taken. AYES – Serwe, Movrich, Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli.  

NAYS – None. ABSENT – None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to accept the DPW report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

  

Nelson commended the DPW staff for the good job that was done plowing this 

winter, especially with the most recent snowfalls. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Council member Zak commented a grant is needed so S. Moore Street can be 

done and asked C2AE engineer Darren Pionk if C2AE is still looking into this. 

Pionk said they will keep looking but it would be best to look into USDA 

funding. Zak wants C2AE to pursue looking for a grant due to the road being 

pathetic, saying it is a major route in the city.  

 

 

ADJOURN 6:39 PM It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to adjourn. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________                   ____________________________  

 Peter Tacconelli, Mayor    Lisa Selin, Deputy Clerk 

  


