
 

 

A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, May 14th, 2025, at 6:00 PM 

 

 

Osier called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Osier, Stevens, Serwe, Bartlett, Pulido 

Absent: Whitburn, Swanson 
A quorum was present. 

 
AGENDA: It was moved by Stevens and supported by Serwe, to approve the 

agenda as amended with the additions of: 
#3A Pop-Up Shop funding request from Bergy’s Hairitage. 
#3B Pop-Up Shop funding request from Tacconelli’s by Bartlett 
#13 Virtual Attendance at MDA workshop 
MOTION CARRIED.  

 
MINUTES: It was moved by Serwe and supported by Stevens, to approve the regular 

meeting minutes of January 8th, 2025.  MOTION CARRIED. 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 1.  Training—No discussion or action taken. 

2.  Financials—The financials were presented.  It was moved by Bartlett 

and supported by Serwe, to accept the financial report.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

3A.  Pop-Up Shop Funding—Bergy’s Hairitage.  Tracy Berg was present 

to discuss her new salon which features walk-ins for haircuts and beard 

trims and is located on Sophie Street.  It was moved by Pulido and 

supported by Bartlett, to provide Bergy’s Hairitage the full pop-up shop 

rental assistance funding to include reimbursement up to $500 per month 

for the first three months and up to $250 for the next six months.  A Roll 

call vote was taken.  AYES—Stevens, Serwe, Bartlett, Pulido, Osier.  

NAYS—None.  ABSENT—Swanson, Whitburn.  MOTION CARRIED. 

3B.  Pop-Up Shop Funding—Tacconelli’s by Bartlett.  Jessica Bartlett was 

present to discuss the restaurant opening of Tacconelli’s by Bartlett 

(located on Massie Ave), which serves the old favorites of the previous 

Tacconelli’s restaurant and many new items.  It was moved by Stevens 

and supported by Serwe, to provide Tacconelli’s by Bartlett the full pop-up 

shop rental assistance funding to include reimbursement of up to $500 

per month for the first three months and up to $250 for the next six 

months.  A Roll call vote was taken.  AYES—Serwe, Pulido, Osier, 

Stevens.  NAYS—None.  ABSTAIN—Bartlett.  ABSENT—Whitburn, 

Swanson.  MOTION CARRIED. 



 

 

4.  Façade Assistance—The façade assistance requested by John and 

Faye Racovitis for their building at 102 E. Lead St. was discussed.  It was 

moved by Serwe and supported by Stevens to provide reimbursement 

assistance of up to $3292 for the façade assistance request.  A roll call 

vote was taken.  AYES—Osier, Stevens, Serwe, Bartlett, Pulido.  

NAYS—None.  ABSENT—Swanson, Whitburn.  MOTION CARRIED. 

5.  Thank you from Jason Gustafson—No action was taken. 

6.  Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget—The City Council has approved the 

FY 2025/2026 Budget, which included the DDA Budget.  No action was 

taken as the City Council has formally approved the budget. 

7.  DDA New Member Applications—the new DDA members (Val Pulido 

and Jessica Bartlett) were introduced and shared some information about 

themselves.  No action was taken.   

8.  DDA Board Member Resignation—Stephanie Matonich provided a 

letter of resignation from the DDA.  A letter of appreciation was requested 

to be sent to her for her many years of service on the DDA.  No action 

was taken. 

9.  Flowers for Downtown/Ethnic Commons—The flowers for Sophie 

Street and the Ethnic Commons were discussed.  It was determined that 

the flowers would be planted by the school kids again and the Ethnic 

Commons would be a separate summer project to include a work bee 

with available DDA members.  It was moved by Stevens and supported 

by Bartlett to spend up to $1500 for flowers at Steiger’s Ace Hardware 

and up to $500 for soil at Lake’s Flower Cabin for the downtown flowers.  

A roll call vote was taken.  AYES—Bartlett, Pulido, Osier, Stevens, 

Serwe.  NAYS—None.  ABSENT—Whitburn, Swanson.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

10.  Bessemer signs and Industrial Park sign—Both the east and west 

entrance signs were discussed, along with the business signage on the 

Industrial Park sign.  Members of the DDA will look at the signs to provide 

more input at the next meeting.  No action was taken. 

11.  Bessemer Area Historical Society 2024 Annual Visitor Report—The 

report was reviewed.  It was moved by Osier and supported by Pulido to 

accept and place the report on file.  MOTION CARRIED. 

12.  Questionnaire for Businesses—Manager Lake composed a 

Questionnaire for Bessemer Businesses.  She will send out the 

questionnaires and visit businesses and provide the DDA with the 

feedback that is received.  No action was taken. 



 

 

13.  Virtual attendance of MDA workshop—Manager Lake requested 

taking the Michigan Downtown Association (MDA) summer workshop 

virtually on June 5, 2025.  A motion was made by Stevens and supported 

by Serwe for the DDA to pay the $175 virtual attendance fee for the MDA 

workshop.  A roll call vote was taken.  AYES—Pulido, Osier, Stevens, 

Serwe, Bartlett.  NAYS—None.  ABSENT—Swanson, Whitburn.  

MOTION CARRIED.   

PUBLIC COMMENT:  A member of the public inquired about a gift card for the Bluff Valley Park 

Sign design.  Manager Lake answered that it was taken care of and that it was for the Parks and 

Recreation Commission. 

It was moved by Serwe and supported by Stevens to adjourn at 6:57 PM.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 


