
 

 

A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, July 9th, 2025, at 6:00 PM 

 

 

Chairman Osier called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Osier, Swanson, Stevens, Serwe, Bartlett, Pulido 

Absent: Whitburn 
A quorum was present. 

 
AGENDA: It was moved by Serwe and supported by Swanson, to approve the 

agenda as presented. 
MOTION CARRIED.  
 
*Commissioner Whitburn arrived at 6:05 PM. 

 
MINUTES: It was moved by Pulido and supported by Bartlett, to approve the regular 

meeting minutes of May 12th, 2025.  MOTION CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS: 1.  Harry Swanson’s Term Expiration—It was moved by Stevens and 

supported by Serwe, to appoint Harry Swanson to another 3-year term to 

the Downtown Development Authority.  MOTION CARRIED. 

   2. Training—No discussion or action taken. 

3. Financials—The financials were presented.  It was moved by Pulido 

and supported by Bartlett, to accept the financial report.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

4.  Pop-Up Shop Funding—No discussion or action taken. 

5.  Façade Assistance—No discussion or action taken. 

6.  DDA New Member Application—Brad Beach, a Bessemer resident, 

attended the meeting to introduce himself and express his interest in 

joining the DDA.  His application will be forwarded to the City Council.  No 

action taken. 

7.  Historical Society water repair invoice—It was moved by Bartlett and 

supported by Pulido, to pay the water repair invoice issued by the City of 

Bessemer for a water leak repair, for $2,052.68.  A roll call vote was 

taken.  AYES—Stevens, Serwe, Whitburn, Bartlett, Pulido, Osier, 

Swanson.  NAYS—None. Absent—None.  MOTION CARRIED.  



 

 

8. Stamped Concrete Sealer—Discussion took place regarding the 

stamped concrete and if it was the City’s responsibility to maintain or the 

DDA’s.  Manager Lake will research who requested the stamped concrete 

and who is responsible for maintaining the sidewalks located in the DDA 

district and report the findings at the next meeting.  It was moved by 

Serwe and supported by Bartlett, to purchase up to 3 pails of concrete 

sealer and to allow the summer worker to proceed with sealing the 

concrete.  A roll call vote was taken.  AYES—Swanson, Serwe, Bartlett, 

Pulido, Osier. NAYS—Stevens, Whitburn.  ABSENT—None.  MOTION 

CARRIED.   

9.  Ethnic Commons Trees—Discussion took place regarding the 

electrical outlets located by the trees in the Ethnic Commons.  It was 

moved by Stevens and supported by Swanson, for Manager Lake to seek 

and authorize an electrical bid to repair the issue within the Ethnic 

Commons, not to exceed $2500 and be completed within one month’s 

time. MOTION CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS: 1.  Bessemer Entrance Signs and Industrial Park Sign—Discussion took 

place regarding the entrance signs and the Industrial Park Sign.  Manager 

Lake will reach out to the sign company that made the signs to see if 

there is a cleaner that we can use to take the iron stains off the entrance 

signs, and to also receive a quote for a more uniform business sign to be 

located below the current Bessemer Industrial Park sign.  No action 

taken. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

It was moved by Pulido and supported by Bartlett to adjourn at 6:52 PM.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 


