
 

 

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH, 2025 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Tacconelli called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson, Zak 

    Absent – Movrich  

     

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 

AGENDA  It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve the agenda as 

presented. 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Serwe, Zak, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS None.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to open the Public Hearing for 

the MI Neighborhood CDBG Grant Application at 6:01 P.M. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Zak, Nelson, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

  

 There was no public comment.  

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to close the Public Hearing at  

6:03 P.M. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve the Consent 

Agenda as presented and place it on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting, August 25th, 2025 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Tacconelli, Zak, Nelson. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to accept and place on file the 

letter from Bessemer Pumpkinfest Committee. 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Tacconelli, Zak, Nelson. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Serwe and supported by Zak, that the claims in the amount of 

$30,970.22 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available. 

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 

GENERAL FUND 

906 WEB STUDIOS 231.00 

BAKER &TAYLOR BOOKS 213.83 



 

 

BOOK FARM LLC 899.70 

CITY OF BESSEMER WATER UTILITY 635.81 

CORE & MAIN LP 13,995.31 

DAILY GLOBE, INC 89.65 

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY 7.99 

FABICK CAT 44.33 

G T C AUTO PARTS INC 1,851.49 

GOGEBIC COUNTY TREASURER 22.50 

GRIT 24.95 

H & L MESABI 320.00 

KWIK TRIP 1,235.88 

LAKE EFFECT DIRT WORK & CONCRETE 692.00 

LAWSON PRODUCTS INC 287.25 

MELISSA LUPINO 1,100.77 

MI WESTERN GATEWAY TRAIL AUTH 909.34 

NASI CONSTRUCTION, LLC 1,320.58 

NORTH COUNTRY WELDING & DOCKS 583.00 

PLUNKETT’S 426.38 

QUILL CORPORATION 69.99 

STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY 241.84 

STEIGER’S HOME CENTER 1,419.32 

STEMPIHAR, INC. 2,515.10 

THE COMPUTER DOCTORS 525.00 

TRANSWEST TRUCK TRAILER RV 157.36 

VESTIS 1,149.85 

TOTAL $30,970.22 

 

TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $15,611.50 

MAJOR STREET FUND $452.49 

LOCAL STREET FUND $5.88 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY $10.99 

WATER FUND $14,889.36 

TOTAL  $30,970.22 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Zak, Tacconelli, Serwe, Nelson. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

OLD BUSINESS None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) ACTION FROM  

DOCUMENTS AND  

CORRESPONDENCE It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to grant Pumpkinfest the request 

for everything they have asked for and to thank Donna for serving for the past 

16 years with her assistant and Annette and wish Joey the best of luck.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Zak, Nelson, Serwe, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED.  

2) PARKS & RECREATION 

REQUEST TO PURCHASE 

TREES It was moved by Serwe and supported by Zak, to grant Parks and Recreation 

$720.00 to spend on trees.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Zak, Serwe, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 



 

 

 

3) RESIDENTIAL  

ANTI-DISPLACEMENT 

PLAN It was moved by Zak and supported by Nelson, to support and approve the plan 

as presented.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Nelson, Zak, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

4) RESOLUTION 2023-45 

CDBG GRANT APPLICATION 

AUTHORIZATION  

  

RESOLUTION # 2023-45 

Authorizing Resolution for the Application by the City of Bessemer for a Homeowner 

Rehabilitation Program through the Michigan State Housing Development Authority Community 

Development Block Grant MI Neighborhood Program 

City of Bessemer 

County of Gogebic, State of Michigan 

 

 The City Council the City of Bessemer, County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, met at a regular 

meeting in the Council Chambers, City Hall, City of Bessemer, Michigan on the 8th day of September 

2025, at 6:00 pm.  

The following resolution was offered by Serwe and supported by Nelson. 

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer is seeking grant funding from the Michigan State Housing 

Development Authority, Community Development Block Grant, MI Neighborhood Program; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer proposes to apply for and use if awarded, $160,000 in CDBG funds to 

provide income-eligible homeowners with funds to make necessary repairs to their home to rehabilitate 

interior and exterior code-related requirements, permanently affixed energy-related repairs and 

improvements, and improvements necessary for persons with accessibility need, and the City of Bessemer 

will not provide extra funding or matching funds; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Bessemer commits to provide staff time to administer the grant funding; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the City’s Master Plan that states that the “City needs 

to actively encourage the rehabilitation of many of these homes to ensure the city can provide quality 

housing to future residents and maintain and grow the property values;” and 

WHEREAS, all eligible applicants shall be at or below the 80% Area Median Income for Gogebic 

County according to MSHDA guidelines; and 

WHEREAS,  no persons will be displaced as a result of the proposed activities; and 

WHEREAS, no project costs (CDBG and non-CDBG) will be incurred prior to a formal grant award, 

completion of the environmental review procedures, and formal, written authorization to incur costs has 

been provided by the CDBG Specialist assigned to the City of Bessemer. 



 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Bessemer authorizes City 

Manager Mandy Lake, to submit the Michigan CDBG Application, to sign the Application and all 

attachments, and to sign the Grant Agreement and all amendments.  City Manager Mandy Lake is 

designated as the Certifying Officer for the NEPA Environmental Review.  Furthermore, City Manager 

Mandy Lake is authorized to sign FSR Payment Requests. 

 

It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to approve Resolution 2023-

45 CDBG Grant Application Authorization. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Zak, Serwe, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

5) CDBG APPLICATION It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve the CDBG Grant 

application and submit it. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Zak, Serwe, Nelson, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

6) CDBG APPLICATION 

SUPPLEMENT 

HOMEOWNER  

REHABILITATION It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve the CDBG 

Application Supplement Homeowner Rehabilitation. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Nelson, Zak, Tacconelli. NAYS – 

None. ABSENT – Movrich. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

REPORTS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to accept the City Manager 

Report and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Zak, to accept the DPW report and 

place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Susanne Brown inquired about the change in agenda packet posting on the 

website. Discussion between City Manager Lake, Councilors, and Ms. Brown 

was had regarding accessibility requirements and efforts on the City’s part to 

comply.  

 Lily Weiringa inquired about the closed captioning requirements for live 

streaming, if grant funding is available, and ability of citizens to participate in 

Council meetings.  

 Councilor Nelson spoke on the upcoming Pumpkinfest September 26th through 

the 28th and activities and events. 

 

ADJOURN 6:39 PM It was moved by Zak and supported by Serwe, to adjourn. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________                   ____________________________  

 Peter Tacconelli, Mayor    Samantha Zakovec, City Clerk 


