
 

 

A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, September 10th, 2025, at 6:00 PM 

 
 

Chairman Osier called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Osier, Swanson, Serwe, Whitburn, Pulido, Beach 

Absent: Stevens, Bartlett 
A quorum was present. 

 
AGENDA: It was moved by Serwe and supported by Beach, to approve the agenda 

as amended with the following additions:   
 New Business 
 9) Tree trimming on Mary Street 
 10) Sprinkler System Winter Maintenance 

MOTION CARRIED.  
 
MINUTES: It was moved by Swanson and supported by Beach, to approve the 

regular meeting minutes of July 9th, 2025.  MOTION CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS: 1. Training—No discussion or action taken. 

   2. Financials—the financial report was reviewed.  It was moved by Serwe  
   and supported by Pulido, to approve the financials as presented.  A  

roll call vote was taken.  AYES—Osier, Swanson, Serwe, Whitburn, 
Pulido, Beach.  NAYS—None.  ABSENT—Stevens, Bartlett.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
3. Pop-Up Shop Funding—Longhini Property Management. 
Eric and Helena Longhini, owners of Longhini Property Management and 
Superior Getaways, presented their business plan and explained repairs 
made to their rented office space to the DDA.  They requested the full 
rental reimbursement and the 1:1 cash match for fixed building 
improvements offered by the Pop-Up Shop Funding program.  It was 
moved by Beach and supported by Swanson, to approve the 
reimbursement of rent up to $500/month for three months followed by 
50% ($250)/month for the next six months, along with reimbursing them 
$500 for their fixed building improvements made to their rental space.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
4. Thank you from John and Faye Racovitis—No action taken. 

5. Façade Assistance—additional payment to John and Faye Racovitis.   
It was moved by Whitburn and supported by Beach, to approve the 
additional $207.50 reimbursement payment, to meet the maximum $3500 
match reimbursement for façade assistance, to John and Faye Racovitis. 
MOTION CARRIED. 



 

 

6.  DDA New Member Application—Jeff Burt, a Bessemer resident, 
applied for and expressed his interest in joining the DDA.  His application 
will be forwarded to the City Council for approval.  No action taken. 

7.  Bessemer Pumpkinfest Request—It was moved by Whitburn and 
supported by Pulido to approve the Bessemer Pumpkinfest request of 
using the greenspace (Gambles Building lot) on Sophie Street.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  

8. Pickleball Court Discussion—Discussion took place about the DDA 
possibly building a pickleball court area within the downtown.  The 
Gambles lot was measured and determined to be too small to hold two 
courts while the available DDA and City lots on the corner of Sophie and 
Sellar were measured and determined to be a suitable site.  It was moved 
by Serwe and supported by Beach to allow City Manager Lake to 
approach the City Council at the next council meeting regarding the city 
owned lots for the pickleball court, to publish bid specs for the pickleball 
courts, and to schedule a special meeting on October 8th to open the 
submitted pickleball bids for discussion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

9. Tree trimming on Mary Street—It was moved by Whitburn and 
supported by Beach, for the Bessemer DPW to trim the trees on Mary 
Street as their schedule allows. MOTION CARRIED. 

10. Sprinkler System Winter Maintenance—It was moved by Whitburn 
and supported by Serwe, to hire MBIS, not to exceed $250, to perform 
necessary winter maintenance on the sprinkler system in the Ethnics 
Commons.  MOTION CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS: 1.  Bessemer Entrance Signs and Industrial Park Sign—Discussion took 
place regarding the entrance signs and the Industrial Park Sign. City 
Manager Lake will contact Rapid Grafiks for more size options and prices 
for the business signs on the Industrial Park sign location and sealers for 
metal structures will be researched for the entrance signs.  No action 
taken. 

 2.  Ethnic Commons Trees (electrical repair)—City Manager Lake 
reported that the electrical repairs have been completed by Lindquist 
Electric for the sum of $2400, which was approved at the previous 
meeting.  No action taken.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

It was moved by Serwe and supported by Whitburn to adjourn at 7:13 PM.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 


