City of Bessemer
Regular Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, March 3™, 2026, at 4:00 P.M.
Bessemer City Hall Council Chambers

Call to Order — 4:02 P.M.

Roll Call —Beninghaus, Tacconelli, Day, Burt, Toth
Attending: Beninghaus, Tacconelli, Day, Burt
Absent: Toth

Approval of Agenda

Motion made by Tacconelli and supported by Burt, to approve the agenda as
presented. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes —Regular Meeting of February 3™, 2026

Motion made by Tacconelli and supported by Day, to approve the Regular Meeting
minutes of February 3™, 2026. Motion carried.

Old Business—None
New Business

1) Master Plan Review: Chapters 1-4
Chapter 1
*Introduction: It was determined that a new Introduction was needed to reflect
more positively on the City.
*Community Involvement: May be updated later, once it’s determined if surveys
will be sent to residents.
* Authority and Purpose: Information to stay the same.
Chapter 2
*Vision Statement: Create a stronger vision statement. Possibly use the vision
statement from the 2017 Master Plan.
*Guiding Principles: Add “Work to attract and retain young people in the
community” as a key characteristic.
*Delete the duplicate of Chapter 2
Chapter 3
*Housing Characteristics: Amendments include re-wording the description of the
style of houses.
*Current Housing Stock: Would like to do a housing stock survey this summer to
gather updated information. Look for old surveys and create a new survey to
include long-term rentals, short-term rentals, mid-term rentals, apartments, and



single-family homes. Update the cost of rental units. Consider Short-Term
Rental Ordinance. Include MSHDA CDBG information for rehabilitation of
homes.

*Goals and Strategies:

Goal #1—Rewrite and improve several strategies. Strategy 1.2 to encourage
community and neighborhood pride when performing improvements to property.
Delete City Manager and Council Member involvement with notes to eliminate
the possibility of favoritism between property owners. Need to determine if a
vacant property registry is something that city staff can keep updated to be
effective for housing stock information (Strategy 1.4). Delete Strategy 1.5, 1.11,
and 1.12. Look at improving Strategy 1.6, 1.8, 1.9, and 1.10.

Goal #2--Update Strategy 2.1 to include creating a list of vacant city property
available for building and following the city code regarding surplus property.
Delete Strategy 2.3. Strategies 2.4-2.6 will be combined and rewritten to focus on
providing housing for all.

Chapter 4

*Water System: update to reflect projects completed and for those planned in the
future.

*Storm Water System: Update Galena project area and system updates in the
future.

*Wastewater System: update to reflect projects completed and for those planned
in the future.

*Roads and Streets: Create a 5-year road maintenance plan.

*City Owned Buildings: Update projects completed on city buildings and include
future updates.

*Dedicated Fiber Internet: include on survey to see where internet service is
lacking within the City.

*Fire Department: Update volunteer information. Possibly include the discussion
of combining City and Township Volunteer Fire Departments into one
department.

*Cemetery: Update to current information.

*Infrastructure and Community Facilities Goals and Strategies:

Update strategies to reflect current and future projects.

Public Comment—None
Adjourn

Motion made by Tacconelli and supported by Day, to adjourn the meeting at
5:12 PM. Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be held on April 7, 2026, at 4:00 PM.



