
 

 

A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, May 6th, 2026, at 6:00 PM 

 
 

Chairman Osier called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM 
 
ROLL CALL Present: Osier, Swanson, Stevens, Whitburn, Pulido, Beach, Burt 

Absent: Movrich, Serwe. 
A quorum was present. 

 
AGENDA It was moved by Beach and supported by Burt, to approve the agenda as 

presented. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
MINUTES It was moved by Burt and supported by Beach, to approve March 11th, 

2026, Regular Meeting Minutes.  MOTION CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS 1. Highway Banners—The City will advertise on their Facebook page and 
website, asking for photos of the Bessemer area for the new highway 
banners.  It was moved by Burt and supported by Whitburn, to spend up 
to $3,400 for 42 highway banners from Rapid Grafiks.  A roll call vote was 
taken.  AYES—Swanson, Stevens, Whitburn, Pulido, Beach, Burt, Osier. 
NAYS—None.  ABSENT—Movrich, Serwe.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 2. Event Trailer—No updates.  No action taken. 

 3. Pickleball Court Update—The concrete is scheduled to be poured on 
5/11/26, and the fence install is scheduled for 5/18/26.  A change order 
was presented for two additional sidewalk portions.  It was moved by 
Whitburn and supported by Swanson, to approve the change order from 
Ruotsala’s Construction in the amount of $995.  A roll call vote was taken.  
AYES—Stevens, Whitburn, Pulido, Beach, Burt, Osier, Swanson. 
NAYS—None.  ABSENT—Movrich, Serwe.  MOTION CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS 1. Karen Stevens Term Expiration—Member Stevens was notified that 
her term is expired.  No action taken. 

2. Financials—It was moved by Pulido and supported by Burt, to approve 
the financial report as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
3. Budget Amendments--It was moved by Burt and supported by Beach, 
to approve the budget amendments as presented. A roll call vote was 
taken.  AYES—Whitburn, Pulido, Beach, Burt, Osier, Swanson, Stevens.  
NAYS—None.  ABSENT—Movrich, Serwe.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 



 

 

4. Façade Assistance—Tracey Maskewit was present to discuss façade 
and general building improvements to her building, along with requesting 
the façade assistance amount be increased due to increased building 
repair costs. DDA members requested an updated quote for façade 
repairs to the building. No action taken. 
 
5. Training—Michigan Downtown Association meeting in Marquette—The 
City of Negaunee is looking to hold a Michigan Downtown Association 
training and question session and sent out an invite to see if members 
would be interested in attending on August 6th.  Three to four members 
indicated that they would like to attend and will wait for more information 
once it is provided.  No action taken. 
 
6. Furnace Invoice—It was moved by Stevens and supported by Beach, 
to approve the invoice of $105.00 to Efficiency Kings for the furnace 
repair at the Bessemer Heritage Center.  A roll call vote was taken.  
AYES—Osier, Swanson, Stevens, Whitburn, Pulido, Burt. NAYS—None.  
ABSENT—Movrich, Serwe.  MOTION CARRIED.    
 
7. Bessemer Area Historical Society Lease Agreement—The lease 
agreement expired as of December 31, 2025.  It was moved by Beach 
and supported by Burt, to amend Section 5 of the lease agreement to 
adjust the dates to January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2026, and to 
request the Bessemer Area Historical Society to attend the next DDA 
meeting.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
8.  Roof Discussion—The current state and age of the roof on the 
Bessemer Area Historical Society building was discussed.  No action 
taken. 
 
9. Parking Lot Discussion—The DDA owns the parking lot adjacent to the 
Bessemer Area Historical Society building and snowplowing/parking was 
difficult over the winter.  City Manager Lake suggested creating a policy 
for parking during the winter months to allow for plowing and towing of 
vehicles that have been abandoned. A policy will be presented at the next 
meeting. No action taken.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  Tracey Maskewit commented on the abandoned cars and current  
registrations. 
 

ADJOURN It was moved Beach and supported by Pulido to adjourn at 7:28 PM.  
MOTION CARRIED. 


