City of Bessemer
Regular Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, May 5, 2026, at 4:00 P.M.
Bessemer City Hall Council Chambers

Call to Order — 4:03 P.M.

Roll Call —Beninghaus, Tacconelli, Day, Burt, Toth
Attending: Beninghaus, Tacconelli, Day, Toth
Absent: Burt

Approval of Agenda

Motion made by Tacconelli and supported by Toth, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion
carried.

Approval of Minutes —Public Hearing and Regular Meeting Minutes of April 7, 2026

Motion made by Toth and supported by Day, to approve the Public Hearing and Regular Meeting
minutes of April 7th, 2026. Motion carried.

Old Business—None
New Business

1) Master Plan Review: Chapter 8
Chapter 8§ Economic Development
*Introduction: It was determined that a new introduction was needed to reflect on
the positives of Bessemer, such as the opportunities of living in a rural area,
outdoor recreation, small class sizes, etc. All of these should be promoted to
attract entrepreneurs to our area and recruit individuals for staffing shortages.
*Redevelopment Ready Communities: Promote being RRC Certified and explain
what it means for economic development and the tools that we receive from being
certified. Not all Michigan communities have achieved this status and it’s
something to be proud of. Update marketable vacant city owned properties.
*Marketing: Possibly rebrand the “Be Bessemer” campaign. Possible billboard
and videos. List organizations for volunteer opportunities.
*Beautification: Work on the east and west entrances into the city as there are
blighted properties when entering the city.
*Other notes: Create a strong DDA section as not all cities have a DDA.
Explaining the incentives available from the DDA. Create an Industrial Park
section to highlight property and utilities available, along with available tax
incentives. Cut out underemployment, automation, and climate change. Explain
the ongoing efforts of the Economic Development group that has obtained grant
funding for a new strategic plan for the region.



Public Comment—A resident of Bessemer commented on the lack of indoor recreational opportunities in the
area. The Planning Commission thanked him for his comment as this is an aspect that hasn’t been mentioned in
the current master plan.

Adjourn

Motion made by Toth and supported by Day, to adjourn the meeting at
5:25 PM. Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be held on June 2", 2026, at 4:00 PM.



