
 

 

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF BESSEMER  

WAS HELD IN PERSON IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL 

ON MONDAY, AUGUST 10TH, 2026 AT 6:00 P.M. CST 

 

Mayor Movrich called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present – Movrich, McDonald, Nelson, Serwe   

 Absent – Tacconelli 

 
 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to excuse Tacconelli due to 

being unable to attend. MOTION CARRIED. 
  

THESE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 

 

AGENDA  It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to approve the agenda as 

presented. MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON AGENDA ITEMS None. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

ORDINANCE 390 XCEL 

ENERGY ELECTRIC 

FRANCHISE It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to open the public hearing on 

Ordinance 390 Xcel Energy Electric Franchise at 6:02 pm. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 Rick Minken commented on Xcel Energy and the good business they have 

conducted in the past and thanked Councilmembers for serving. He expressed 

concerns regarding the Ordinance including the lack of City’s benefit of the 

ordinance and contract, the length of the agreement, the lack of termination 

clause, and the freedoms it gives to the company. He suggested looking for an 

utility attorney, add a termination clause, shorten the agreement length, and/or 

look at co-ops that are available to municipalities specifically.   

  

 Brenda Moseley commented on the length of the agreement and the limitation of 

future Councils ability to change. She asked if there was a reason why it was a 

20 year agreement without restrictions, why not have a shorter or more 

restrictive agreement so they must follow City guidelines, if there is an 

advantage or why the decision is being made after the public hearing, how the 

public hearings are shared with the public. She commented that she shared 

agreements with City staff and that there are several example agreements online, 

stated that the City might need to do a better job educating the public, and that 

the agreement may benefit others and not the City.  

 

 Rick Minken commented that there was some confusion on the dates online and 

that there should be a better agreement and to work with a specialized attorney 

that deals with this. Expressed additional concern about the length of the 

contract. 

 

 Susanne Brown commented that the Council dates online are outdated.  

 

 City Manager shared how public hearings are published in the paper 2 weeks 

prior to the hearing.  

 



 

 

 Councilor Serwe asked former DPW Leadman Nelson about past experience 

with Xcel Energy. He responded that while he hasn’t had much previous 

experience working with them, it has been overall good.  

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to close the public hearing at 

6:15 pm. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to approve the Consent 

Agenda as presented and place it on file.   

  

1. Approval of Minutes – City Council Regular Meeting, July 27th, 2026 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, Nelson, Movrich. NAYS – 

McDonald. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

DOCUMENTS AND 

CORRESPONDENCES None. 

 

CLAIMS It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, that the claims in the amount 

of $80,158.88 be allowed as presented and that the City Clerk/Treasurer be 

authorized to issue checks in payment thereof, as funds become available. 

 

The following claims were presented for consideration and payment: 

 

GENERAL FUND 

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 83.56 

AT&T 45.95 

AUTO CALUE PARTS STORES 33.99 

BESSEMER SMALL ENGINE 161.33 

C & M OIL COMPANY 75.98 

CITY OF EBSSEMER WATER UTILITY 706.81 

COLEMAN ENGINEERING CO 3,800.00 

COLEMAN ENGINEERING CO 9,915.00 

CORE & MAIN LP 534.51 

FRANKLINE SALES AND SERVICE 117.50 

G T C AUTO PARTS INC 1,880.37 

GLOBE CLASSIFIEDS 179.30 

GOGEBIC RANGE WATER AUTHORITY 18,854.00 

HANNULA AGENCY 810.00 

HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT GROUP 1,501.23 

KWIK TRIP 4,093.59 

MI-AWWA 380.00 

MUKAVITZ HEATING  315.00 

PSI 460.47 

REPUBLIC SERVICES #645 14,630.86 

REVIZE LLC 20,475.00 

SAMANTHA ZAKOVEC 36.00 

STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY 244.20 

STEIGERS HOME CENTER 800.50 

UP INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS, INC. 23.73 

TOTAL 80,158.88 

 

TOTAL BY FUND 

GENERAL FUND $35,011.57 

MAJOR STREET FUND $1,000.00 

LOCAL STREET FUND $73.97 

DOWNTOWN DEVEOPMENT AUTH $243.97 



 

 

SEWER FUND $230.23 

WATER FUND $21,845.77 

TRASH DISPOSAL FUND $14,630.86 

MOTOR POOL FUND $7,130.29 

WESTERN GATEWAY TRAIL AUTH ($7.78) 

TOTAL  $80,158.88 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, McDonald, Nelson, Movrich. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

OLD BUSINESS None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1) SECOND HEARING  

ORDINANCE NO. 390 

XCEL ENERGY ELECTRIC 

FRANCHISE It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to send the Ordinance to an 

attorney who specializes in this to review. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – McDonald, Nelson, Serwe, Movrich. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

2) SAND BIDS It was moved by Serwe and supported by McDonald, to award the sand bid to 

Jake’s Excavating & Landscaping LLC for $20,970.00 for 1,500 cubic yards of 

sand.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Serwe, McDonald, Movrich. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3) INDUSTRIAL ACCESS 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT BIDS It was moved by Nelson and supported by McDonald, to award the Industrial 

Access Road Improvement bid to Jake’s Excavating & Landscaping LLC for 

$111,331.00.  

 

 A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Serwe, McDonald, Movrich. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

4) MI DNR TRUST FUND 

PROJECT AGREEMENT It was moved by Nelson and supported by Serwe, to accept the agreement and 

authorize the proper signatures.  

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Serwe, McDonald, Nelson, Movrich. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

5) RESOLUTION 2025-12  

DNR TRUST FUND  

GRANT AGREEMENT It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to approve Resolution 

2025-12 DNR Trust Fund Grant Agreement.  

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – McDonald, Nelson, Serwe, Movrich. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

6) RESOLUTION 2025-13 

2026 ARCHERY DEER HUNT It was moved by Serwe and supported by McDonald, to approve Resolution 

2025-13 2026 Archery Deer Hunt and to get 20 deer tags.  

 



 

 

A roll call vote was taken. AYES – Nelson, Serwe, McDonald, Movrich. NAYS 

– None. ABSENT – Tacconelli. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

REPORTS There was no Council report.  

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to accept the City Manager 

Report and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 It was moved by Nelson and supported by Movrich, to accept the DPW Report 

and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Councilor Nelson spoke on the success of the fair and the upcoming 

Pumpkinfest in September. 

 

ADJOURN 6:40 PM It was moved by Serwe and supported by Nelson, to adjourn. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

___________________________                   ____________________________  

 Mark Movrich, Mayor     Samantha Zakovec, City Clerk 


