
General Utility/Street Construction and Repair (GUS) Permit Surety Schedule 

1) Major Street Work/Multiple Projects: Major street work generally means extensive street 
excavation to repair, install, or replace gas mains, fiber optic, CATV, telephone, or electric 
lines. Major street work impacts more than one property and may encompass an entire 
block or more. Required surety: 100% of the cost estimate for the entire project. 
Documentation of the cost estimate is also required. For work on the US-2 right of way, the 
applicant must obtain the proper permits from Michigan Department of Transportation and 
no surety is required by Bessemer.  

2) Minor Street Work: Minor street work generally means service for a localized area (often 
just a single property), and usually involves service lines (water, sewer, gas, electric, etc.) as 
opposed to mains. Minor street work includes service line work in paved alleys and streets 
only. Required surety: $5,000. For work on the US-2 right of way, the applicant must obtain 
the proper permits from Michigan Department of Transportation and no surety is required by 
Bessemer.  

3) Minor Sidewalk/Curbing/Driveway Work: This category is for the minor patching, repair, or 
replacement of curbs, gutters, and/or driveways within the right of way. Sometimes this may 
include service lines if the work doesn’t extend into the street or paved alley. This permit 
may be issued to a homeowner. Required surety: $250*. For work on the US-2 right of way, 
the applicant must obtain the proper permits from Michigan Department of Transportation 
and no surety is required by Bessemer.  

Sureties can be in the form of cash, a bond or bonded contractor may provide the name of the 
bonding company and account number to the City, cashier’s check, either on a per project 
basis or a check left on deposit with the City for future and/or multiple projects, or letter of 
credit acceptable to the City and in favor of the City from a financial institution, either on a per 
project basis, or a letter of credit left on file with the City for use on future and/or multiple 
projects per Ordinance 360. 

*While the GUS Permit ordinance technically prohibits company or personal checks for 
sureties, as a matter of policy, the city may opt to accept local checks for sureties in this 
category only. 

Permit Application Fee Schedule 

Major Street Work/Multiple Projects: $50 + .25% of the cost of the project capped at $500. 
Minor Street Work: $25 
Minor Sidewalk/Curbing/Driveway Work: $10 
Reopening Closed Permit: $100 

Additional Inspections Beyond the 2 Required: $35 per inspection 

Note that work done for the City does not require a permit. 

 

 



City of Bessemer GUS Permit No. 20___-___ 
 
Underground Utility Permit Supplemental Conditions 

The following requirements supplement the conditions set forth in the General Utility/Street 
Construction and Repair permit regarding installation of underground utilities in City of Bessemer 
roads and right of way: 

• Direct bury fiber optic lines on the backslope of ditches (where present) or as close to the 
existing tree line as practical (where no ditch present).  3-foot minimum depth of bury. 

• Directional drill fiber optic lines where utility is to be installed in the bottom of ditch.  4’ 
minimum depth of bury. 

• No installation of fiber optic between guardrail or mailboxes and the paved roadway.  When 
driveway culverts are close to roadway, install fiber optic on the backside of driveway 
culverts.   

• Permit Applicant is responsible for calling MISS DIG and locating existing utilities (culverts, 
gas, electric, fiber optic, etc…) within the ROW and not damaging them.   

• Drop conduit/boring depth beneath City of Bessemer roadways is at least 4’ deep beneath 
the entire travel surface of the road.   

• Bore pits or any open cut excavations are not allowed within the 1:1 influence of any paved 
surface.  For example, if the bore pit is 4’ deep, the closest edge to the roadway must be 4’ 
or greater away from the pavement.  Regardless of what the offset dimension of the fiber 
optic line or underground utility shown on the plans for direct bury.   

• Any above grade facilities (e.g. Pedestal) shall be located at least 25’ off roadway centerline 
of a two-lane road.   

• Permanent driveway crossings shall be bored. 
• Minimum 3’ vertical separation when going underneath an existing culvert.  Minimum 10’ 

horizontal separation when going around existing culverts.   
• Deviations from the permit: Permit Holder needs to request in writing for the City of 

Bessemer Department of Public Works to review and approve/deny any changes.  Requests 
will be reviewed within 5 business days.       

• All contractors/subcontractors must have copies (digital or paper) of approved permit for 
the road(s) that they are actively working on.   

• Restoration shall be done within 7 days after all other fiber optic and underground utility 
work has been completed within that portion of the ROW.   

• All contractors/subcontractors shall provide 5 business days’ notice prior to start of work. 
• Major Street Work or Multiple Projects MUST have at least 2 inspections and may require 

more if deemed necessary by the City.  
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General Utility/Street Construction & Repair  
GUS Permit 

City of Bessemer 
 

Property Owner: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

Contractor: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Contractor Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Contractor Phone Number: ________________ Email: _________________________________ 

Current Bond: ________________________  Current Insurance (Attach Proof): ___________ 

Intended Start Date: ___________________  Intended End Date: _______________________ 

Contacted Miss Dig?  Yes  or  No 

Description Yes No Additional Comments (Size, Depth, 
Length, etc.) 

Scope of Work:    
Install/Repair Water Line    
Install/Repair Sewer Line    
Install/Repair Electric Line    
Install/Repair Gas Line    
Install/Repair Telephone Line    
Install/Repair Sidewalk    
Install/Repair Driveway    
Other: ____________________    
Type of Surface:    
Concrete    
Asphalt    
Gravel/Road Mix    
Natural Surface/Dirt    
Other: ____________________    
Will it impact any of the 
following: 

   

Water Main    
Sewer Main    
City Road    
City Alley    
Sidewalk    
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City Right-Of-Way    
Street Trees in Right-Of-Way    
Curb and Gutter    
Ditching    

 

Description of work: _____________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Description of barricade for full or partial street, alley, or sidewalk closure: ____________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Initial Site Visit: ____________ City Comments Prior to Work:  _________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

I have read and understood the standards for street design and construction for the City 
of Bessemer set forth in Ordinance 361 as they apply to the work described above, and 
agree to abide by those standards. I recognize additional regulations and/or restrictions 
may be made by the City Manager or Department of Public Works as deemed necessary 
by the City. I recognize that I must follow the guidelines and standards identified by City 
staff above. I certify that I have in effect the required liability insurance and bonding/ 
surety, and that all information provided herein is true and correct. I further agree to a 
warrant for a period of one year, repairs to the public facilities disturbed in the exercise 
of this permit, and agree to make additional repairs if so directed by the City. 
  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Permittee      Date 

 

Signature of DPW Leadman     Date  
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For Office Use 

Permit Number: ______________ Date Submitted: ______________ Fee Paid: _______________  

Final Site Visit: _____________ City Comments After Work: ______________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Additional Site Visits: ________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ Permittee has met all requirements, and the deposit may be returned. 

Signature: ___________________________________________________ Date:_________________ 

 

Expiration of Permit: A permit remains valid as long as work is progressing and inspections 
are requested and conducted. A permit shall become invalid if the authorized work is not 
commenced within 60 days after issuance of the permit or if the authorized work is 
suspended or abandoned for a period of 60 days after the time of commencing the work. A 
PERMIT WILL BE CLOSED WHEN NO INSPECTIONS ARE REQUESTED AND CONDUCTED 
WITHIN 180 DAYS OF THE DATE OF ISSUANCE OR THE DATE OF A PREVIOUS INSPECTION. 
CLOSED PERMITS CANNOT BE REFUNDED. THE CHARGE TO RE-OPEN A CLOSED PERMIT 
IS $100.00 
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Site or Plot Plan – For Applicant Use 
 

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

 


