2026 Master Plan Survey

40 Responses 1 61 7 Average time to complete ClOSEd Status

1. Please click all that apply. Are you a:

Resident of the City of Bessemer 36
Vacant property owner inthe Gi. 2
Business owner in the City of Be.. 4

Live outside of Bessemer butre.. 2

Live out of state 1

2. Are you:
@ male 14
B remale 24
. Prefer not to say 1
3. Are you:

18-25 years old 2 12
26-35 years old 6 10

36-45 years old 9 8

46-55 years old 6 6

56-65 years old 14 "

66+ years old 7 5
e

4. If you are a resident, how long have you lived in Bessemer?

® 0@ 00 0

[

. 1-10 years 16
® 11-20 years 6
. 21-30 years 7

® 30-years 9




5. Did you grow up in Bessemer, leave, and then move back? If so, why?

Latest Responses
3 4 ‘No. Grew up in Ironwood and moved to Bessemer.”

Responses “I grew up in Bessemer Township, moved away for 11 years and moved back

0 Update

6 respondents (18%) answered bessemer for this question.

stress lifestyle southern Wisconsin 1, of Chicago —— December
. Wakefield  times Bessemer Towns
stateresident movedawsy hessemer  family
1y
i ; years
MAdEEn R PN Family care career and family city of Bessemer mi

Northern WI

6. If you are a City of Bessemer resident, do you plan on living here (regardless of how long you've already
lived here):

@ 2 years 1
@ 5+ years 4
. 10+ years 14
@ Longer than 10 years 16

7. Would you recommend the City of Bessemer to someone looking to move here? Why/why not?

Latest Responses
3 6 “Yes. Its a beautiful town.”

Responses “If they had friends or relatives here. *
U Update
8 respondents (23%) answered peaple for this question.

people who take care

family raRt.peaple small town interes!

. . water

nice community o area .

6 MmUY Good €ty people community g4

city s beautiiu cos e Friendly people residents city resider
city services Y peap ty reside



8 Would you recommend the City of Bessemer to visitors? Why/why not?

Latest Responses

3 4 “Yes *

Responses “If visiting someone. Otherwise I'm not sure what Bessemer attractions would..

O Update

4 respondents (12%) answered great for this question.

towns . outdoor recreation taxes are higher inten:
thmgs nice
Good

friendly great restaurants notenough res
City Hall

o sumime
great place - visitors beautiful area winter activities Park

proximity to activities

9. Where would you like to see the city investing more money? Please rank in order with the top being the
highest priority.

1 Downtown

2 Blight

3 Infrastructure (water. sawer, roa
4 Parks and Trails

5 Cematery

6 Industrial Park

10. Please rank the following recreational areas where you would support more improvements being made
(top being the highest priority).

1 Bluff Valley Park

¢ Sidewalk improvements

3 lron Belle Trail

4 Neighborhcod trail connections
5 Steiger's Field

6  Barber Field and Playground

7 Creation of additional bike path

8  Ethnic Commons Park



11 Please list spring/summer/fall recreation activities that you'd like to see improved or added in our
community.

25 Latest Responsas

Responses "ADA compliant and available parks and activities *

O Update

6 respondents (25%) answered bike for this question

kids and adults dangerous with bike

activities for kids

bike safety k walk bikes arounc
arKs H . swim
food trucks p d blke trails kids and fai
; 1as water
park with trees oJivE Bllces runs bike activity Bike lanes classes for

12. Please list winter recreation activities that you'd like to see improved or added in our comunity.

23

Responses Latest Responses

8 respondents (35%) answered trails for this question

hill and space trails woukd 3
¥ Ice rink Gl A indoor
snowshoe hikes snow shoe tl‘ails Cross
ski trails i ice skating bike
Snowshoe family
country trails winter sports T Bell

13. Please rank the importance of these three items (top being the highest priority)

1 Promote tourism

3 Preserve historic sites and struct..



14 Looking at the past 5 years, how would you rate your quality of life in your neighborhood? 5 stars is
highest to 1 star being lowest.

10
8
3.87

Average Rating ¢
4
2
o B

1 2 3 4 5

15 Do you feel that your home is increasing in value? 5 stars is highest to 1 star being lowest.

9
8
7
6
353 5
Average Rating 4
3
2
x
¢ =5 2 3 1 5

16. Are you satisfied with the appearance of the homes in your neighborhood? 5 stars is highest to 1 star
being lowest.

12

10
8
2.87 6
Average Rating .
2 I
4 1 2 3 4 5



17. Are you satisfied with code enforcement in your neighborhood? 5 stars is highest to 1 star being lowest.

2.64 |
Average Rating l
0 I
1 2 3 4 5

18. Neighborhood preservation is important to me. 5 stars is highest to 1 star being lowest.

o

IS

~

25

20

4.34

Average Rating 10
o . .
2 3 4 5

1

19. Improving the quality of housing is important to me. 5 stars is highest to 1 star being lowest.

14
12
10
4.24 :
Average Rating g
4
;. Hm
0 2 3 4 5



20 If you have rental properties (short-term or long-term) in your neighborhood or if you live in a rental
property, are you satisfied with the appearance and/or building safety? 5 stars is highest to 1 star being

lowest

5
4

3.45 3

Average Rating s l
| .
0
1 2 3 4 5

21 Do you feel there are too many, too little, or just enough long-term rentals (rental properties offering
monthly leases or longer) ?

' Too many |
® T1oolittle 20

‘ Just enough "

22. Do you feel there are too many, too little, or just enough short-term rentals (brief stays, typically known as
Airbnb or Vrbo)?

‘ Too many 11
° Too little 7
® st enough 15

23 Adding diversity of housing (single family homes vs. multi-family homes like apartments and duplexes) is
important to me.

@ o 20
® o 15




24 If adding diversity of housing is important to you, please list what type of housing you'd like to see.

Latest Responses

2 ‘] 'Both”

Responses "Apartment building or more housing”
2 Update

9 respondents (47%) answered apartments for this question

Apartment complex single and first time
scale apartments hiswrafdopls
income apartments 2/ aup garden homes

Middle income Single family apa rtments home toWn income housi
abundance of apartments duplex low-income

. house optior
home buyers family homes p¢¢o qable apartments

homestead

25. Do you feel that it is important to encourage new business development and growth in our city? Five stars
is highest rating to 1 star being lowest rating

4.76

Average Rating

0 ESTORVTUR -

26 Do you feel that it is important to work with existing businesses to promote job growth? Five stars is
highest rating to 1 star being lowest rating.

30
25

20

4.64 15

Average Rating



27. Do you feel that it is important to improve the variety of shopping and restaurant opportunities? Five stars
is highest rating to 1 star being lowest rating.

30
25

20

4.65 15

Average Rating

28 Would you like to see Bessemer develop vacant lands downtown, in the Industrial Park, and elsewhere
within the city? Five stars is highest rating to 1 star being lowest rating.

25
20
15
Average Rating 10
5
, W
1 2 4 5
29 Please list any businesses you'd like to see in Bessemer.
Latest Responses
3 1 ‘Shopping. restaurants *
Responsas ‘Restaurants, community center would be great in the industrial park Theres. .
2 Update
14 respondents (48%) answered Restaurants for this question.
5w ; entire area i
activities for kids ©  Restaurants & Cafes Small communiyEenter
quality breakfast
hotel for visitors
coffee shop R@Staurantserocerystore 5
book store ool
Bessemer

businass

- Food pla¢
3 — Additional restaurants

food trucks



30 Please rate how satisfied you are with City Council (elected officials) 5 stars is the highest rating to 1 star
being the lowest rating.

3.24 b

Average Rating

1 2

31 Please rate how satisfied you are with the City Hall staff and services (City Manager, Clerk/Treasurer,
Deputy Clerk). 5 stars is the highest rating to 1 star being the lowest rating.

10
3
3.80 g
Average Rating i
2
, w0l
1 2 3 4 5

32 Please rate how satisfied you are with the Department of Public Works staff and services 5 stars is the
highest rating to 1 star being the lowest rating

10
3.95
Average Rating l
, smm [0
1 2 3 4 5

N e O



33 Please rate how satisfied you are with Library staff and services. § stars is the highest rating to 1 star being
the lowest rating.

25
20
15
449
Average Rating 10

o
2 3 4

34. Please rate how satisfied you are with the Parks and Recreation Commission. 5 stars is the highest rating to
1 star being the lowest rating.

10
8
3.85 5
Average Rating 3
T
¢ 1 2 3 4 5

35. Please rate how satisfied you are with the Downtown Development Authority. 5 stars is the highest rating
to 1 star being the lowest rating.

©

3.39

Average Rating

- o

w~

1 2 3 4 5



36 Please rate how satisfied you are with the Planning Commission. 5 stars is the highest rating to 1 star
being the lowest rating

3.33 ’

Average Rating

37. Do you feel that it's easy or hard for you to access city hall?

® rasy 35

G‘?& Hard 1

38. Do you feel that it's easy or hard for you to access city staff?

[ 33 “

@ Hard 2

39 How do you currently access city services? Please click all that apply.

. In-person 26
@ Email 17
® viebsite 15

@ rhone 18




40. What worries you most about the future of our community?

Latest Responses
3 2 "Losing things for young families to do here. You cant take a baby skiing. You...

Responses "Declining population
O Update

7 respondents (23%) answered lack for this question.

lack of people lack of restaurants Lack of mamten:nce property val
taxes young families
small town properties IaCk madsaffardable hou
ity Council town uality of il
lack of johs community new Quality
long Declining population

lack of places

41. What is the best thing about living in our community?

30 Latest Responses
Responses "Small town atmasphere and a feeling of safety. *

8 respondents (27%) answered People for this question.

Great accass

town charm town atmosphere Great sure wi

sense of community

uiet
Location and the people cormunity Pe@ple small town a beautiful

wonderful people parks
friendly people town friendly Low crime

cost entertainment

Friendly
Nice people

42. What are unique or special things that Bessemer has that we should highlight when promoting our city?

26 Latest Responses
Responses "Beautiful city hall, parks, trails, bluffs, Fall color, and central location for ma...

9 respondents (35%) answered bluffs for this question.

inland lakes

lakes and rivers small town airport
bell trail ski hills i : activities | bike
ironbell trail Belle Trai Lake Superior
outdoor bIUf S lron Hors
Location people N
Natural beauty valley Park Trails of a kinds 21T



43. Please add any additional comments;:

17 Latest Rasporises
Responses *I think more trees that provide Fall color and shade need to be planted. The ...

6 respondents (35%) answared city for this question.
i

city and properties

businesses . trail ;:omwl"“g’(’plfa city
needed cit improvements
roads tOWN y park | Street
worle great . help o
school better city v

great stért



August 2026—Written Comments from Master Plan Survey

Did you grow up in Bessemer, leave, and then move back? If so, why?

1. Moved here when | got married in 1991

2. Moved to Baltimore for work and retired back in town

3. No lived in Wakefield. Came back with my husband after 41 years

4. From southern Wisconsin. | moved to Bessemerin December of 2024 to be by my
family.

5. No

6. Did not grow up here. Moved here in my 30°s and am in my 60’s now. Moved away several
times. Came back because of the low stress lifestyle.

7. Yes, graduated 1985 and left to build a career and family in the burbs of Chicago, then
returned in 2007 to finish raising my 3 boys and retire (somedsy, | hope)

8. Grew up in Northern Wi

9. graduated from ironwood & raised family in Bessemer

10. Never left

11. Family care

12. Yes, moved back to the area after the city | lived in became to expensive. Grew up here
and have a lot of family here.

13. Move here because of the school at that time

14. Originally from Wakefield mi, moved to bessemer after my divorce.

15. No. Out of state resident, come to michigan for vacation and relaxation.

16. | did not grow up in Bessemer

17. lIronwood, then moved to Bessemer

18. | grew up in Bessemer Township, moved away for 11 years and moved back. | have lived
in the city of Bessemer for 39 years.

19. No. Grew up in lronwood and moved to Bessemer.

*All that responded to this question stated that they are residents of Bessemer.

Would you recommend the City of Bessemer to someone looking to move

here? Why/why not?

1. Yes. It's a small, safe community to raise a family.

2. Great people

3. Yes

4. [ would because of how beautiful the area is. But if someone has or wants young kids |
wouldn't suggest someone to move here. There isn't adequate child care in the area to
support the population.

5. If they plan to move to gogebic county already

6. Yes. Great outdoor activity options.

7. Depends on their family situation.

8. Yes. Itis a very nice community with a lot of recreational oppertunities and cost of living
that is manageable.



9. Yes, small community with a fabulous area lifestyle. Good quality of life.

10. No. Right now there’s too much blight and not enough code enforcement. Houses are
run down and dilapidated.

11. yes, as long as they can find decent work and housing.

12. Yes. Friendly community. Ample opportunities to get involved.

13. Yes! Friendly people, great medical/hospital services, city board that cares about the
city's future although work is very slow.

14. no; poor governance by city hall stocked with nhon-residents has resulted in dispirited,
disinterested, disenfranchised residents

15. The city is beautiful and cute, but no. The current lack of mitigation of neighborhood
street use and recklessness by side by side trail vehicles, rvs, and dirt bikes operated by
adults and children at all hours causes too much noise to be pleasant or safely raise a
family. Outrageous expenses for single request infrastructures that will go unmaintained
and misused after a year, such as the city pickleball court, demonstrates the recurring lack
of community impact studies and brings unnecessarily higher cost to city residents.
Community interaction spaces are needed, but projects that are inclusive to all incomes
(like a small multi-use park with trees, seating, and a child/dog friendly water fountain like
in the Ironwood Depot Park is more financially inclusive) are better suited to the area. The
water bill increases to offset these costs are astronomically high over the past few years.
16. Yes

17.Yes

18. Yes, quiet area to raise family. Enjoy the outdoors reasons why | would not tell people to
move. Here is lack of social services, schools and community power

19. Yes

20. It would depend on what they want out of their lifestyle. For small town, quiet living, itis
fine. Although it would be nice if some of the codes were actually enforced. The overgrown
lawns, trashed yards and junk cars on the road definitely take away from the people who
take care of their homes and would probably keep people from investing in a home to move
here.

21. Yes, but | also think there are some changes that could be made to make living here
more affordable.

22. Yes, nice parks, schools, public spaces, Iron Belle trail. Good city services: water, trash,
recycling.

No, marijuana grow operations throughout the town which reek and drive down property
values.

23. Yes. Bessemer has great schools, friendly people and surrounded by bluffs and trees.
24. Yes, better than Ironwood

25.Yes

26. Yes. It’s welcoming to new residents.

27. Yes if u like life in a smaller town.

28. Yes, no. _

Yes- beautiful peaceful genuine people, property cost and taxes for in state (out of state
has got me thinking of selling).

No- limited job opportunities.



29. Yes, it checks all the boxes.

30. No.

31. Yes, it is a wonderful place to raise kids.

32. No. Unfriendly people. "Good old boys/girls club." Unfair billing policies.

33. Recommend. Small town with good businesses. Excellent fireworks. Great access to
area's winter and summer activities.

34. No! Too many properties are turning into dumps with some interesting people. Tax rate
is reasonable but water, sewer ready to serve charges are outrageous of control. Pension
costs are ridiculous.

'35. If they had friends or relatives here.

36. Yes. It’s a beautiful town.

Would you recommend the City of Bessemer to visitors? Why/why not?

1. Lots of things to do locally

2. Yes

3. Yes absolutely, very fun and beautiful area. Some of the locals aren't so friendly but that
occurs everywhere one might go.

4. Maybe. There is not much for visitors to do in the city itself

5. Yes except taxes are higher than most places | have lived when compared to home
values. Water bills are excessively high.

6. Not unless they know me personally and would stay at my house. Otherwise, there’s
very limited options on where to stay or eat.

7. Yes, same reasons.

8. Yes, central location for outside adventure. Close to grocery stores and cultural
offerings. And airport makes travel from here super easy.

9. Yes, both summer and winter offer numerous and plentiful opportunities for outdoor
recreation. But we need a quality hotel.

10. yes, it’s a beautiful area

11. Yes. Bessemer and the surrounding area have amble options for outdoor recreation
and sightseeing.

12. yes, all season recreation

13.no

14. Yes. The lron Belle trail and Bluff Valley Park are nice. The neighborhood around City
Hallis too loud for more than a few hours. Ironwood and Wakefield are more visitor friendly.
15. Yes

16. Yes

17. Yes, it's a great place to come and visit. Great place to come and snowboard or enjoy
any winter activities?

18. Yes, beautiful, quiet, scenic.

19. For certain things, yes. 4th of July, Pumpkin Fest and snow activities.

20. Yes. We have a lot of great things!

21. Maybe, there’s some history, nice public spaces, seasonal festivities, a few shops, but
not enough restaurants, cafes.



22. yes. Centrally located to the big lake and area towns. Friendly people. Good clean air.
Great walking trails

23. Yes

24. No. Not enough restaurants

25. Yes if you like a smaller town

26. In the wintertime it is a great spot

Great proximity to winter activities.

In the summer, need to be prepared for more high intensity activity. Good proximity to
activities in nearby towns.

27. Yes, all the recreational opportunities

28. No. Taxes are too high.

29. Yes, there is so much to do here year round.

30. No. There is nothing there. No choice of restaurants. Virtually no retail. No dispensaries.
The park restrooms have usually been locked when | have been there. It makes no sense.
31. Recommend. Small town with good businesses. Excellent fireworks. Great access to
area's winter and summer activities.

32. What is there to really attract visitors? The city hall? Lack of business! No real
restaurants Dairy Queen and Kwik Trip don’t qualify

33. If visiting someone. Otherwise I’m not sure what Bessemer attractions would be of
interest.

34. Yes

Please list spring/summer/fall recreation activities that you'd like to see improved or
added in our community.

1. Iwould like to see our parks utilized more for league volleyball, softball, etc. Maybe more
than just 1 or 2 walk/runs ayear.

2. Fall tree skiing snow building pick berries

3. Fishing for kids/teaching kids, bike safety classes for kids and adults, invasive species
removal in recreation areas aka buckthorn removal, swim safety or swim lessons.

4. Would be fun to see more activities to draw people in such as mini golf, ice cream
stands, splash pad, food trucks

5. Make the bike trails all the way to Wakefield

6. Better safe access from around Bessemer to Iron Belle Trail

7. any additions would be great

8. Improved grounds care of our parks. Weed control/fertilizer.

9. theironbell trail is wonderful for all seasons .... keep up the good work!

10. none until full repair of blight, sidewalks, street signs, stop signs and ORV traffic taken
out of our city neighborhoods

11. Downtown tiny park with trees, benches, and SPECIFICALLY a child and dog friendly
water fountain to enjoy and provide a safe and comfortable place for families and children
to play and enjoy the outdoors. Bike lanes.

Community garden (assigned plots by application and approval). Would be useful for
teaching students at the High School and Elementary schools. Enforced regulations about

4



driving around town on side by side vehicles, rvs, and dirt bikes around town for family and
senior safety around town.

12. Mountain biking off the bluff would be great. A surf Park using water from the Black
River to produce energy and then also we can make a current that would produce a
standing wave

13. Disc golf course, local bike/walking trails.

14. Organized activities for kids and families. Maybe something for a nature walk, or group
activities for teens.

15. Sidewalks in our area desperately need help.

16. Food truck court

17. Awater feature at the Bluff Valley Park where kids could run in the spray and cool off.
The one in downtown [ronwood atways has kids enjoying it.

18. Fall _

19. More music fests, crafts booths, food wagons

20. Use of Iron Bell for bike activity or running race.

21. A place for our kids to swim.

22. Walking trails that are not shared with bicycles. The current trail cam be dangerous with
bikes going so fast.

23. Splash pad or community pool with swim and exercise classes. City event like festival
Italiano.

24. None

25. ADA compliant and available parks and activities

Please list winter recreation activities that you'd like to see improved or added in our
comunity.

1. Outdoor ice skating; hockey.

2. More family stuff for all ages

3. Could do an ice skate rink at the park, lantern lit snow shoe trails

4. I’'m fine with what there is.

5. Please, please, please consider a sledding hill

6. Sledding and ice skating.

7. any

8. Wishful thinking here....an indoor recreational facility. Gym, pool, workout space, etc.
Maybe if there's a vision, that could possibly spark a large donor to fund something like this
and then a perpetual trust for on-going maintenance and repairs.

9. same as above: stop catering to visitors until or neighborhood blight problems and
sidewalks/ family and child safety is taken care of

10. Trivia at the VFW, Designated sledding hill and space to enjoy snow activities.

11. Snow shoe trails

12. Standing wave, ice skating, sledding hill, fat tire mountain bike trails

13. Snow shoeing trails

14. Some sort of charity/food/toy drive for local families would be nice. It's hard to donate
and help when finding the needs is so difficult.

5



15. Cross Country ski trails

16. Ice rink over the pickle ball court & a hot chocolate / snack stand

17. All winter sports

18. Snowshoe stomp on the Iron Belle trail.

19. I'd support any/all efforts for indoor recreation like a ymca

20. Ice skating

21. lce rink, snowshoe and/or cross country trails woukd be nice and host candle light
snowshoe hikes and weekend bonfires.

22. Snowshoe and cross country ski trail. Snowmobile races. School winter sports.
23. None

If adding diversity of housing is important to you, please list what type of housing you'd
like to see.

1. We need low-income apartments

2. Apartments

3. People need to fix there home

4. Single family homes, or apartments

5. apartments

6. | would like to see upper scale apartments

7. Senior housing options such as garden homes, Washburn just did a development on
north end of town

8. Single family

9. any

10. upscale one level home/duplex for retiring adults

11. Single family and smaller house options for single and first time home buyers.

12. Middle income or a sliding scare would always be nice. Something on the luxury side
could be cool, really anything just to be more inclusive to any and all communities

13. affordable apartments

14. More low income housing

15. Apartments

16. More apts or duplexes

17. Apartment complex

18. More single family homestead and duplexes. There seems to be an abundance of
apartments. '

19. There are plenty of empty houses in town. New low income apartments are not needed
or wanted.

20. Apartment building or more housing

21. Both

Please list any businesses you'd like to see in Bessemer.
1. Grocery store, supper club

2. Restaurants and grocery store

3. Food place book store



Restaurants

Coffee shop/ café

Coffee shop, or a casual cafe where patrons can linger and hang out.
Dispensary.

. Bessemer should develop housing and area entire area should work together for
busmess development.

9. We need a quality hotel for visitors. Bessemer needs restaurants so we don’t lose our
visitors to [ronwood or Hurley.

10. any. but focusing on activities for kids

11. Small breakfast diner. Additional professional services such as a dentist or
accountant.

12. a good breakfast/lunch place with limited but quality menu IF Wakefield can do it, why
can't Bessemer?

13. Coffee shop, grocery store, community center, visiting food trucks or stands.
14. Restaurants

15. A grocery store, a coffee shop, a kids museum or activity zone

16. Locally owned restaurant options

17. Arestaurant that can survive more than a year and is affordable and open.

18. Aldi

19. Grocery store

20. Restaurants & Cafes

21. A Grocery store

22. Restaurants, any time of businessed

23. Restaurants

24. Additional restaurants

25. Arestaurant. Not just a bar or tavern.

26. Another restaurant

27. Dispensary. More restaurants. Small niche mom and pop businesses.

28. Food is always a winner. Campground. Manufacturing plant. Daycare. NO POT

® N> o

29. Restaurant

30. Restaurants, community center would be great in the industrial park. Theres nowhere
to take kids in the winter besides outdoor sports.

31. Shopping, restaurants

What worries you most about the future of our community?

1. That our aging population will not increase with the younger population and we lose
more and more people.

2. Declining population and tax bade

3. Lost of downtown

4. Having childcare for my children.

5. Becoming more run down, losing more businesses

6. The mine in Wakefield causing pollution.

7. Thatit’s a dying town.

?



8. That we rest on our laurals and do nothing

9. Continued deterioration of streets/roads and blight

10. There is a lack of jobs and employment here. There’s a deep poverty mentality that
affects the intrinsic values of the people who are ‘from here.’ It shows up in their homes and
properties.

11. that families won't have decent jobs or housing or activities or health services and go
elsewhere to find it

12. Lack of community pride and willingness to volunteer

13. lack of new young families, lack of places to eat, lack of good retirement village so that
older adults can stay and have a good quality of life.

14. governance by non-residents

15. The current City Council and irresponsible spending on projects that aren’t fully
supported by the community and won’t show long term results. The lack of adequate
opportunities for first time home buyers and small families to engage.

16. The lack of people wanting to stay because of the lack of community development

17. Unsettling or questionable persons moving into the area from places that do not share
our harmonious mindset.

18. The younger generation leaving and not coming back.

19. Keeping property taxes at a reasonable level.

20. Lack of affordable housing, lack of restaurants, the constant marijuana reek.

21. Utilities going up, along with taxes

22. Very, it's dying.

23. Young families will not find affordable housing.

24. Major influx of cash in losing its small town feel

25. Lack of maintenance on properties

26. Our roads are deteriorating quickly. Portrays a poor image of this town.

27. Maintaining infrastructure

28. It wilt continue to decline. Not enough emphasis on tourism. The industrial branding is
ugly and not inviting when coming into town. Quality of life will continue to decline as long
as the staus quo and general unfriendliness continues. The City Council needs new blood,
new ideas.

29. Increased elderly and unemployed population. Loss of business and employment
opportunities. '

30. Decreased property values, deteriorating roads and sidewalks. More undesirable pans
individuals movingin

31. Declining population

32. Losing things for young families to do here. You cant take a baby skiing. You have to
travel out of the area for anything like a trampoline park, etc.

What is the best thing about living in our community?
1. The small town feel

2. People

3. The natural beauty and sense of community

8



4. Friendly, nice size

5. Nice people, kwik trip

6. Community members

7. The community

8. Great location for recreational activity.

9. The bike trial and the quiet. | like small town charm but | sure wish there were more of a
downtown.

10. the people

11. It's quiet, safe, and friendly.

12. recreation options

13. best schools around

14. Family roots.

15. Quietness

16. Quite and neighborly environment

17. The community and the wonderful people in it.

18. Great access to parks within walking distance from our house.

19. Parks, public spaces, history, great city services, occasional festive events.
20. Small town, friendly people and beautiful area surrounded by bluffs

21. People

22. Community celebrations.

23. The peacefulness and small town feel

24. Location and the people

25. Low crime.

26. The people followed closely by nature

27. Fairly peaceful.

28. Small town friendly.

29. Low traffic, low cost entertainment, crime that doesn’t affect us even though drugs are
a problem

30. Small town atmosphere and a feeling of safety.

What are unique or special things that Bessemer has that we should highlight when
promoting our city?

1. the 4th and now the pickleball court, our parts and the lron Belle Trail

2. Downtown

3. The many natural areas and potential ecological learning that could come from the area.
4. We need a hotel or motels. The proximity to ski hills, & Lake Superior. Keep building the
Bessemer Blast.

5. The bluffs

6. Bluffs. | would like to see a campgrounds developed in bluff valley Park. What a
gorgeous stop over it could be for people with money in their pockets

7. Location to ski hills, bike trails for road and mountain biking, close to Lake Superior and
many inland lakes and rivers/streams, airport, quality of drinking water, fabulous hospital.
8. Iron Belle trail. The Bluffs. Maybe the proximity to Lake Superior. There’s really not a lot
here to highlight.



9. outdoor beauty

10. Bluffs, laid-back lifestyle, outdoor activities.

11. the ironbell trail

12. best schools around

13. The Little Blue Bus, IWD Airport, in-touch preservation of the city’s history. The lron
Belle Trail.

14. And between two bluffs it gets a lot of snow right next to the Black River. Great for
kayaking

15. Natural beauty and warm inviting people.

16. Fix the roads, the blight and the trash houses first, then promote the hometown feel and
the amazing people who live here. As well as all the first responders and volunteers that
callithome.

17. The bluffs and Bluff Valley Park.

18. The Bluff, Iron Belle Trail, walking tour of historic buildings.

19. It's holiday events

20. Willingness of community members to volunteer to make things better.

21. Affordable housing & services in a great location with decent working opportunities.
22. Trails of a kinds. Bike, atv, snowmobile, hiking, snowshoeing, and cross country skiing.
23. Northwoods small town stuff. The bluffs. Iron Horse Trail.

24. Natural beauty of area for summer and winter activities. Already known for
fireworks...build on that. Small town charm and hospitality.

25. Small community living

26. Beautiful city hall, parks, trails, bluffs, Fall color, and central location for many outdoor
attractions and activities

Please add any additional comments:

1.1think the city is progressing in the right direction now that infrastructure improvements
are done to our water/sewer systems. If they can work on making the roads a little better,
the city would be in great shape. Please keep up the good work.

2. None

3. I hope the pond at Bluffview gets dredged and fish get planted.

4. Please fix the bridge around the pond in the park. [ used to like to walk around it, but
won’t anymore with my kids because it feels unsafe.

5. | would love for the immediate plans for Bessemer include me directly. Please contact
me about serving my city on a commission or whatever capacity is most needed. | will bring
hometown pride and enthusiasm to the table

6. Positive change starts with the small things. Blight, building codes, and law
enforcement. If things aren't going to be enforced, then remove them from the books. If
not, enforce them. Such as downtown parking, blighted properties, countless buitding
code violations, parking on the boulevards and sidewalks, etc. Many of these are minor
"nit-picky" things, but it's a great start when consistently enforced. Clean up the issues and
improvements will follow and also help increase property values further and entice more
property improvements. This has been noticeable with the effects of Covid. The DPW crew
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and so many residents and businesses to a great job keeping our city and properties
looking great. Cleaning up the issues will help that much more.

7. POOR historical society that drains city funds. The president is unwilling to accept
outside help. They are operating illegally and should no longer have tax exempt. The
historical society is a serious problem

8. Local political engagement is needed. The lack of transparency of local elected officials
concerns me. | feel as though this town upholds the requests of select members over the
quality of the working class collective.

9. Could work with trail authority to improve UTV/snowmobile trail usage area behind Krist
Gas Station.

10. Overall, we love living here, but are concerned with why we are paying off the school
debt, even though we did not agree for the school to go into debt. That should not be a part
of our taxes. Additionally, if we are not using the school district, | think it is not appropriate
for us to be paying for it through our taxes. What other good or service that one does not
make use of do they have to pay for? | can think of little to nothing.

11. It would be nice to see a few improvements to Bluff Valley Park. Fix the bridge that is
caving into the pond, weed eat the hill by the walking trail and around the pond, utilize the
old tennis courts in a better way.

Maybe look into if it would be cost effective to purchase equipment and have city workers
take care of mowing the cemetery. Would probably save money in the long term and the
quality would be better.

12. Need to help businesses out that are trying to make it.

13. The taxes we pay are way too high for the condition of the roads leading to our house.
Balsam & Cedar Street must be two of the worst roads in this town. Other neighborhoods
have new street signs. Ours are so worn they are almost unreadable.

14. Stop playing favoritism. Do more for the residents in a caring empathetic manner. Stop
billing people for services not rendered. Stop raising the water rates every damn year.
Allow dispensaries. Recruit younger people to be involved because most of them old ladies
are rude and out of touch with realities of today.

15. Close the Washington school and turn it into apartments. Promote incentives to open
new businesses. Stop stupid spending on city "parks" in town. Just leave the lots empty
and cut the grass.

16. | think more trees that provide Fall color and shade need to be planted. The Bessemer
sign on the West entrance needs landscaping. The visible electrical panel is ugly. Not a
great first impression.

The trail to the Bluff Valley Park, starting on North State Street, should be maintained year
round. People walk, bike, snowshoe, and cross country ski on it when the grass is cut and a
path is cutin the snow bank. Otherwise it’s difficult to access.

Streets should be swept more often.
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