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Bessemer City and Township Fire Authority 
The City and Township have 

continued their discussion into 

creating a shared Fire Authority. 

Constraints with membership, 

budgeting, equipment replacement, 

and ability to respond to 

emergencies have all contributed to 

this potential decision.  

We are not alone in this way of 

thinking. Other communities in 

Michigan have begun taking steps 

into creating a combined authority 

in order to share funding, increase 

membership, and centralize 

operations. Examples include the 

West Michigan Fire Authority 

between Hart and Pentwater Fire 

Departments, Calumet-Laurium Fire 

Authority between Calumet 

Township, Calumet Village, and 

Laurium Village, as well as the 

Michigamme-Spur Volunteer Fire 

Department.  

Fire Departments all over are facing 

declining membership, increased 

costs for aging equipment and gear, 

and outdated stations that were 

built for an earlier time.  

While we are still discussing this, we 

want to inform the community of 

opportunities to find out more about 

the current departments and what 

changes would happen if 

combined.  

Please join the City or Township Fire 

Departments for an Open House to 

learn more! Questions are 

encouraged!  

Wednesday, October 14th from 5 pm 

to 7 pm at the Bessemer City Fire 

Hall, 411 S Sophie St, Bessemer, MI 

49911  

Thursday, October 15th from 5 pm to 

7 pm at the Bessemer Township Fire 

Hall, N10338 Mill St, Ramsay, MI 

49959 

 

 

 

Winter is Coming! 

Summer is coming to an end, and 

Winter brings its own challenges. 

Reminders to all residents of the 

City of Bessemer are as follows! 

Winter Parking: Starting November 1 

until April 15, no parking is allowed 

on any public right-of-way between 

2 - 6 am. This gives the DPW the 

opportunity to plow roads without 

any delays or worrying about 

vehicles in the way. Vehicles parked 

on the right-of-way during this time 

can and will be towed away at the 

owner’s expense. Before then, 

please clear the ROW (15’ back from 

end of road) of any vehicles, 

objects, like basketball hoops, or 

anything else. DPW may leave 

notices on doors for objects in the 

ROW as snow nears. 

Alleyways: Clear out alleyways near 

your home. This is another common 

issue with plowing that causes 

delays and prevents the DPW from 

effectively plowing roads. 

Garbage: Garbage cans should be 

placed in a clear area and spaced 

appropriately by 6 am. Do not place 

carts on top of snowbanks, in the 

roadway, or too far into the 

driveway where the truck cannot 

access them. Delays may occur due 

to poor weather conditions. The City 

will work to notify residents on our 

Facebook page when delays are 

expected. If your garbage is not 

picked up, please bring it back and 

place the can back out at 6 am the 

following day.  

Snow Removal: Snow blowers must 

move snow into your own yard. You 

may not move snow, ice or slush 

into or across the street per 

Michigan Law.  

Plowing: Drive safe in winter! This 

means that you cannot follow a 

snowplow closer than 200’ or pass 

them per Michigan law. Snowplow 

drivers work tirelessly in the winter 

to make sure the roads are clear 

and safe. Please give them the 

appropriate space to do their job.  

 

 



  

 

Fun Fact! 

County Road 513 

(known as the 

Black River 

National Forest 

Scenic Byway) 

starts in 

Bessemer at US 

2. This is a great 

road for fall color 

tours and 

waterfalls! 

 As mentioned in the Spring 

Newsletter, the City has received a 

grant from the Michigan DNR Trust 

Fund for the creation of the Iron 

Belle Trailhead behind City Hall. The 

City has selected Coleman 

Engineering to design the full layout.  

This Trailhead will have an ADA 

accessible pavilion with restrooms, 

paved access to the Iron Belle Trail, 

drinking water station, paved parking 

lot, bike repair station, and a concrete 

pad for a safe place to learn how to 

bike, which in winter will be utilized 

as an ice rink. We are all very 

excited to see work start next 

summer! This just over one acre 

park will be located southwest of 

City Hall right off the trail on Moore 

and Colby St.  

The City previously had fundraising 

campaigns and sold bricks to 

anyone wishing to donate to the 

project. Currently we have just over 

100 bricks sold! There is still time to 

purchase one or more and put your 

mark on this project. Small bricks, 4” 

x 8”, are $50 and can fit a 

maximum of 33 characters (spaces 

count towards this total). Large 

bricks, 8” x 8”,  are $150 and can fit 

a maximum of 66 characters or 1 

logo. These can make an excellent 

holiday present for those who are 

hard to shop for! Brick purchases can 

be made through April 2027. 

Forms can be picked up at City Hall, 

or you may contact Lisa at 

lisa.selin@cityofbessemermi.gov or 

by calling (906) 663-4311 ext. 1 to 

have one emailed to you.  

 

Iron Belle Trailhead 

 A lot of residents have asked what 

the “readiness to serve” fee is and 

why it’s on their bill. This fee is 

charged to every customer connected 

to the water or sewer system to fund 

operation and maintenance of the 

water and sewer utilities, replacement 

of aging distribution lines, repayment 

of debt incurred to upgrade or replace 

assets, and set aside reserves to fund 

future improvements or respond to 

emergencies.  

Water and sewer systems both have 

permanent fixed assets that are 

underground or otherwise out of sight, 

making it difficult to know what is 

happening below the surface. Over 

time, old metal water and sewer lines 

can corrode and develop buildup that 

reduces the pipe’s internal diameter, 

increases surface roughness, and 

restricts water flow. Leaks can also 

develop, resulting in treated water loss 

and increased costs to customers. 

The State of Michigan creates 

standards for how water and sewer 

utilities operate and serve the 

population, mandating certain line 

replacements, reporting requirements, 

and water storage standards. Due to 

our older system, many items needed 

to be addressed to stay in 

compliance. Combining this with 

rising expenses for materials, labor, 

and everything else, it makes for 

some challenges to run a system 

efficiently and fiscally.  

The City of Bessemer has taken 

advantage of American Rescue Plan 

Act grant funding and low interest 

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 

loans to replace 46% of water mains 

and 13% of sewer mains as well as 

72% of hydrants and 30% of 

manholes since 2018.  Along with 

the water and sewer infrastructure, 

road, curb, gutter, and sidewalks 

being replaced if affected by the 

work. We now have a new water 

reservoir that is more accessible than 

the previous Bluff reservoir and fully 

compliant with Michigan standards. 

It’s online and running great!  

All this investment in safe, clean 

drinking and wastewater are steps 

the City is taking to have an well 

maintained system for many more 

years to come. Failures and break 

downs in utilities cost much more 

than maintaining, and the cost of 

these upgrades are spread out so 

current and future users are paying 

their share for this utility.  

While we have done a lot, more work 

still needs to be done. The City will 

always aim to acquire grant funding 

when possible to reduce costs for 

users. Please reach out to the City if 

you are ever interested in learning 

more! 

Utility Billing Schedule for 2026-27: 

Bill Issues  Bill Due 

Sept. 1, 2026 Oct. 20, 2026 

Nov. 1, 2026 Dec. 21, 2026 

Jan. 1, 2027 Feb. 22, 2027 

Mar. 1, 2027 Apr. 20, 2027 

May 1, 2027 Jun. 21, 2027 

Jul. 1, 2027 Aug. 20, 2027 

Sept. 1, 2027 Oct. 20, 2027 

Nov. 1, 2027 Dec. 20, 2027 

More information about City utilities, 

rates, and water quality are available 

on the City website at 

www.cityofbessemermi.gov/water/.  

Utilities and the Readiness to Serve Fee 

mailto:lisa.selin@cityofbessemermi.gov
http://www.cityofbessemermi.gov/water/


  

 The City is still receiving and 

processing homeowner applications 

for the MSHDA CDBG MI 

Neighborhood Homeowner Rehab 

program! Homeowners at or below 

80% area median income. General 

income guidelines are $46,850 for 1 

person, $53,550 for 2 people, 

$60,250 for 3 people, $66,900 for 

4 people, $72,300 for 5 people, 

$77,650 for 6 people, $83,000 for 7 

people, and $88,350 for 8 people.  

Homeowners who meet the 

qualifications to participate are 

eligible for up to $20,000 for high 

impact home repairs. Only single-

family homes are eligible, and 

owners must live in the home. Land 

contracts and reverse mortgage 

financed homes are not eligible to 

participate. Homes must be at least 5 

years old and occupied for 1 year 

prior to application.  

More information about the program 

and applications can be found on the 

city website at 

www.cityofbessemermi.gov/mshda/ 

or by calling City Hall at (906) 663-

4311. 

Fall is here, and Election Day is just 

around the corner! The 2026 State 

General Election will be held 

Tuesday, November 3, 2026, with 

polls open from 7 am to 8 pm. 

Bessemer voters will cast their 

Election Day ballots at Bessemer 

City Hall, 411 S. Sophie Street. Before 

Election Day, residents can visit 

Michigan.gov/Vote to register to 

vote, check their registration, find 

their polling location, view a sample 

ballot, and request or track an 

absent voter ballot. Voters who are 

not registered by October 19 may 

still register in person with the local 

clerk through Election Day, 

November 3, with proof of 

residency. 

Michigan voters have several ways 

to participate. Registered voters may 

request an absent voter ballot by 

applying through MI.gov/Vote or by 

contacting the Bessemer City Clerk. 

Ballots for November’s election will 

be available beginning September 24, 

and voters may choose to join 

Michigan’s Permanent Mail Ballot 

List, so a ballot is automatically 

mailed for each election in which 

they are eligible to vote. Michigan 

also provides early in-person voting 

from Saturday, October 24, through 

Sunday, November 1. Early voting for 

Bessemer-area voters is scheduled at 

the Gogebic County Courthouse, 

200 N. Moore Street, Bessemer, with 

hours of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm daily 

during the early-voting period.  

The November 3 ballot includes 

candidates for Governor/Lieutenant 

Governor, Secretary of State, 

Attorney General, U.S. Senator, 

Representative in Congress for the 

1st District, State Senator for the 38th 

District, and Representative in the 

State Legislature for the 110th 

District, along with statewide 

university and education board 

offices and judicial offices applicable 

to the voter. The ballot also includes 

two statewide proposals: Proposal 

2026-1, concerning whether to 

convene a constitutional convention 

to draft a general revision of the 

Michigan Constitution, and Proposal 

2026-2, concerning campaign-

finance restrictions involving certain 

regulated utilities and government 

contractors and additional disclosure 

requirements for political 

communications.  

Checking your registration early is a 

great way to make sure everything is 

ready for Election Day. Visit 

MI.gov/Vote or contact the Bessemer 

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Office at 906-

663-4311, ext. 2, or visit City Hall at 

411 S. Sophie Street for more info. 

 The Bessemer Public Library will 

host its annual Gingerbread House 

Event on Saturday, December 5th in 

the City Hall Auditorium from 10 am 

to 1 pm.  

All ages are welcome! There is no 

charge to participate and no 

reservation necessary. 

Materials are provided to build 

your tasty masterpiece; all you 

need to do is show up! Candy 

Christmas Trees are also 

available if you prefer an 

easier option.  

Housing Rehabilitation Grant Update 

Prepare to Vote in the November 3 General Election 

 

Library’s Annual Winter Gingerbread House Event 

Website Redesign 

Do you have any 

videos or photos in 

and of Bessemer that 

you feel represent 

our community and 

want to share them 

or have them on the 

new website? 

Send your high-

resolution photos to 

City Staff to 

potentially be 

included on the new 

website!  

http://www.cityofbessemermi.gov/mshda/


 

 

City of Bessemer City Hall 

411 S Sophie Street 

Bessemer, MI 49911 
  

Phone: 906-663-4311 

Fax: 906-667-0467 

Website: www.cityofbessemermi.gov 

City Council 
 

Mayor: Mark Movrich 

mark.movrich@cityofbessemermi.gov 
  

Mayor Pro Tem: Peter Tacconelli 

peter.tacconelli@cityofbessemermi.gov 
  

Council Member: Linda Nelson 

linda.nelson@cityofbessemermi.gov 
  

Council Member: Mark Serwe 

mark.serwe@cityofbessemermi.gov 
  

Council Member: Bill McDonald 

bill.mcdonald@cityofbessemermi.gov 

 

City Manager: Mandy Lake  

mandy.lake@cityofbessemermi.gov 

Clerk/Treasurer: Samantha Zakovec  

samantha.z@cityofbessemermi.gov 906-667-0333 or 906-663-4311 x 2 

Deputy Clerk: Lisa Selin  

lisa.selin@cityofbessemermi.gov 906-663-4311 x 1 

Librarian: Melissa Lupino  

mlupino@bessemerlib.org 906-667-0404 or 906-663-4311 x 3 

DPW Leadman: Ben Tucker  

ben.tucker@cityofbessemermi.gov 906-667-0453 or 906-663-4311 x 5 

Cemetery Sexton: Steven Selin 

cemetery@cityofbessemermi.gov 906-364-4430 

Building Inspector: Donald “Butch” Saari*  

906-364-1277 

Assessor: Melissa Prisbe*  

melissaprisbe@gmail.com 906-364-2910 

Code Enforcement Officer: Ross Solberg* 

codeofficer@cityofbessemermi.gov 906-663-4311 x 6  

*Please note that the Building Inspector, Assessor, and Code Enforcement Officer do not 

hold office hours and appointments must be scheduled. 

City office hours are 8-4:30 Monday through Friday. Offices will be closed 

November 11th, November 26-27th, December 24-25th, December 31st at noon, and 

all-day January 1st. 

Contact Information 

As of September 21st, all 

decorations have been removed 

from the cemetery to allow for fall 

cleanup before winter. Thank you 

to all those who have removed 

decorations beforehand.  

The cemetery will reopen April 15th so long as the weather 

cooperates. As a reminder, flowers and other decorations are allowed 

in the cemetery one week prior to Memorial Day and must be 

removed within ten days after Labor Day. No vases, urns, flowerpots 

or other containers for flowers shall be placed anywhere within the 

cemetery, and one container/basket is allowed per person. Baskets 

should be no more than 8” x 22” x 18” in size and weigh no more 

that thirty-five (35) pounds. Rules can be found on the Cemetery 

section on the City website.  
 

The Cemetery has updated the phone number and email to 906-

364-4430 and cemetery@cityofbessemermi.gov.  

Cemetery  

Master Plan Survey Results are available to view! Thank you to everyone who 

completed a survey and shared thoughts on the City and where to focus our 

efforts! Survey results are available on our website by going to 

www.cityofbessemermi.gov/MP-survey/.  

Only 40 responses were received, so additional, “mini” surveys will be sent 

out to follow up on recurring themes seen in the responses. Please continue 

to look for more notices in future newsletters and on the City Facebook and 

website.  

2026 Archery Doe Tags are available! The City Council approved Resolution 

2025-13 establishing the 2026 Archery Deer Hunt in the City of Bessemer. 

Hunters interested in participating must possess a valid Michigan 

Combination Deer License or a current year Base License and a regular Deer 

License or Antlerless Deer License.  Hunting can only occur during the 

established 2026 deer hunting seasons, October 1, 2026 – November 14, 

2026, and December 1, 2026 – January 1, 2027. Harvests much be reported 

to the City within 72 hours or before possession is transferred. Contact City 

Hall to receive more information or to apply. Limited tags are available.  

 

Quick Updates! 

mailto:cemetery@cityofbessemermi.gov
http://www.cityofbessemermi.gov/MP-survey/

